ASTROLOGY 


OCRATIONS 


= 


CODSI 


Volume XVI, No. 3 


Considerations 

(ISSN: 1066-4920) is an independent 
magazine written for all who are 
sensitive to the seasonal rhythms of the 
Earth and the apparent movement of the 
planets about her. It provides a 

forum in which there is an opportunity 
for new and old ideas to be presented, 
questioned and refined. The magazine is 
distributed four times each year by sub- 
scription only. 

Commercial advertising is not accepted 


Individual subscriptions: $40.00 
Outside the U.S. add $5.00 


All monies in U.S. funds only. 


Subscribers outside the USA should pay by 
bank draft in U.S. $ drawn on a U.S. bank or by 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express) 


Any article published in Considerations solely reflects the views of the author; 
these are not necessarily those of the publisher. Articles dealing with all aspects 
of astrology will be gladly considered for publication. All correspondence, 
inquiries, subscriptions, and articles for publication should be sent to: 


CONSIDERATIONS 
Post Office Box 655, 
Mount Kisco, New York 10549 
KWGMKG@aol.com 
http://www.considerations-mag.con/ 


Editor : Ken Gillman 

Art: Hal Barnell 

Circulation : Wendy Robinson 
Editorial offices: Goldens Bridge, New York 


©2001 COPYRIGHT: CONSIDERATIONS, INC. 
All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in any form is prohibited 
except with prior written permission of the Publisher. 


Printed in the United States by Allen Press, Lawrence, Kansas 
Charts produced using Printwheels, DTP, courtesy of Astrolabe 


CONSIDERA TIONS 


Volume XVI Number 3 
August — October 2001 


CONTENTS 


The Battle: Memoirs of a Horary Astrologer 
Olivia Barclay 


Primary Directions Applied to Horary Charts 
Carlota Machado Mendes 


When Will My Friend Come Home? 
Ruth Baker 


Hiroshima 
Ken Gillman 


Jim, the Four-Legged Man 
Prier Wintle 


Neptune & Pluto: Transpersonal 
Stages of Devlopment 
Greg Bogart 


Log Jam: Pluto Served Cold on a Cracker 
Douglas Smith 


Astrology: The Manifesto, part 3 
Patrice Guinard 


Six Books Considered 


Let’s Consider 
Marjorie Downs, Robert Feik, Ken Gillman, Axel Harvey, 
Paul Newman & Eric Weil 


These Considerations 


Who? 


These Considerations 


EREABOUTS a July-August thunderstorm has an awesome 

majesty. These can be hot, sultry days with steely blue skies 

that will suddenly darken to the sound of the wind swishing 

through the trees. Thunder rolls in the distance, hushing the 

birds. Lightning flashes over the hills and we see distant trees 
swaying, hear the wind alter, deepening its tone. Then the rain is on us, 
abrupt, sheeting down; a torrent for fully twenty minutes before it is 
gone. The rumble of thunder fades away into the distance, the sky light- 
ens and the air is refreshed, a relief from the day’s earlier heaviness. 
Fallen leaves and twigs on the driveway, a flood pool (there to spray 
mud on cars that insist on using us a turning point) running off the 
higher unpaved road, are reminders that gods have passed by. Soon, 
they will head south for the tropical hurricane season. For now, their 
passing relieves New York’s oppressive summer heat. 

Inadvertently, our theme is Battle: during this season that echoes with 
the sounds of celestial forges in which titans busily hammer thunderbolts 
we have Olivia Barclay’s memoirs; a tale of the life an unprepared soci- 
ety has forced upon Prier Wintle’s friend Jim; the sheer horror of Hi- 
roshima; the ¥-P life changes Greg Bogart astutely describes; and Doug 
Smith’s 4" house fracas in wintry Toronto. The “them against us” theme 
even intrudes into Patrice Guinard’s matrix-based thoughts. 

We were saddened by the recent, though not unexpected, loss of 
Olivia Barclay. She was a friend with whom we shared the joys of both 
an old astrology and Subud’s Latihan. Rather than provide the standard 
obituary, and utterly fail to explain this obstinate woman to those who 
did not know her, we use her own words: a memoir that describes some- 
thing of her life and astrological activities and brings out her natural 
fiery qualities — note the ©’s fine trine to 4 « ASC. Carlota Mendes and 
Ruth Baker provide the Horary accompaniment, so essential to anything 
involving Olivia. 

Different stages of development, different battles, indicated by outer 
planets, are the subject of both Greg Bogart’s insightful essay on ¥ and 
P, and Prier Wintle’s description of the life and horoscope of his unique 
friend Jim — note ¥ ¢ Ascendant and R ¢ MC in the chart on page 48. 

Events in Doug Smith’s woods as P was transiting his IC and  op- 
posed his o apparently stimulated his o" ¢ PB. A similar o’-B alignment, 
Doug says, attended the deaths of 53-thousand at Gettysburg. 

Other indicators were at work in the skies over Hiroshima in August 
1945. It was the worst possible example of man’s inhumanity to man, the 
horror of which transcends all else, ever. That it could have happened at 
all — and in sunny August! — is inexplicable. The coincident astrology 
is discussed in the article that begins on page 30. Enjoy 
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12 December 1919 — 1 April 2001 


The Battle: 
Memoirs of a Horary Astrologer’ 


OLIVIA BARCLAY 


HE MYSTERY of our conscious existence here on earth has 
always dogged me, my search for the answer led me to ques- 
tion and to read, and eventually it brought me to astrology. 
My first infantile drawings were usually of God. God was 
a circle with many dots for eyes, looking rather like an or- 
ange. In childhood there was not much distinction between the tangible 
and the intangible, the animate and the inanimate — up till the age of 
seven that is, when boarding school soon sorted that out. 

After I left school ten years later I began to read what really interested 
me, usually rather heavy books like Plato and Maeterlink, and Jung’s 
Psychological Types. Sometimes there were references in the footnotes 
to astrology and by the time I was nineteen I was searching for it. This 
was before the war and I knew nobody who had even heard the word 
astrology. I found a small book (it may have been by Raphael) in which 
chart calculation was discussed, so I tried to draw up a chart, but the 
book only explained how to find the first six houses, and I did not know 
how to find the last six. Discouraged, I put aside my astrological at- 
tempts. 

Twenty years passed, and sometime around 1959-60 I found The 
Principles of Astrology by Charles Carter. In it he explained how to draw 
in all twelve houses. What an excitement! At the back of the book was a 
small notice: “If you are seriously interested in this subject, write to me”? 
it said. I wrote off straightaway and Mr. Carter replied saying that there 
was now a teaching body called the Faculty and some young man named 
Jeff Mayo was their tutor. I signed on at once with the Faculty (I was No. 
262), and started studying with Jeff Mayo. 

Although Jeff Mayo expresses his opinion in his Teach Yourself As- 
trology that horary makes a mockery of a serious subject, and is equally 
damning elsewhere, I would like to pay tribute to the conscientious way 
in which he taught me. It was not easy learning to understand the ephem- 
cris and chart calculation by post, but Jeff persevered. I like to think I 
correct papers as carefully as he did. 

Of course, Jeff had never read Lilly. For the Faculty work we were 
taught to say that we emphasized psychological indications. Indeed, we 


' Previously published in The Astrology Quarterly, Vol. 69:1, 3, & 4, and 70:1. 
Reprinted with kind permission of the Astrological Lodge of London. 
? If only my publisher would do that. 
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had not the slightest knowledge of how to do anything else. 

In Mrs Hone’s textbook I had already crossed out the word ‘difficult’ 
and written in ‘bad’, and I had crossed out ‘easy’ and put ‘good’. In fact, 
I was not really the right material for astro-psychology. 

After doing secondary progressions, I gave up the Faculty course. I 
had drawn graphs of the secondary progressions for my entire life and 
they yielded results that were extremely vague. My attention turned in 
another direction. I had found horary. 


Olivia Barclay 
8:46 PM GMT, 12 December 1919; East London: 51N34, OE05 


During this time, I had followed the advice of Mr. Carter and joined 
the Lodge. We met at the Theosophical Headquarters in Gloucester Place 
on Mondays. Here we listened to lectures of a theosophical astrological 
trend, rather like a book most of us had read called From Pioneer to Poet 
by Isabelle Pagan, full of mention of higher vibrations. In the interval 
between lectures we were graciously welcomed, and sipped tea and ate 
sandwiches, chatting with members, and even with Mr. Carter himself. 
Charles Carter was a pleasant-faced man, smiling. He was on good terms 
with Mr. Davison, to whom he had handed over the Presidency of the 
Lodge. Ronald Davison was Lodge President for, I think, 28 years, dur- 
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ing the whole of which time he produced The Quarterly regularly, with a 
good editorial. 

If you arrived at the Lodge meeting early you could attend a class 
given by Mrs. Jaffa, a horary astrologer. Her classes usually dealt with 
preliminaries such as the elements, rather than interpretations. She was 
fiercely strict and precise. No horaries could be published in The Quar- 
terly because, as Mr. Davison said, “They would let down the tone.” He 
kept to that rule until his death, although on or two did creep in, but 
never with charts. 

I wanted to learn about horary so I went to private classes with Mrs. 
Blackstaff Smith, who lived somewhere near Baker Street. She was a 
formidable lady and I could not understand her interpretations at all. 

One evening a sandy haired young man arrived at the Lodge, who 
told us his interest was in music, and that his name was Chester Kemp. 
(And for newcomers I would like to explain that it is a name that has 
been prominent at the Lodge and the Association ever since. Chester is at 
all the conferences with his terrific bookstall even now.) 

Jean Overton Fuller was another member I particularly remember. 
She was the author of Double Agent and Madeline, and other books in 
the fifties, One evening she flung off her very smart wide-brimmed hat in 
the enthusiasm of her talk. 

Tea was always served by a pleasant lady, who had been born on the 
same day as Hitler. Was it Mavis Miller? Her sandwiches were particu- 
larly good. I heard recently that Mr. Carter left her his copy of Christian 
Astrology. Yet, I never heard Mr. Carter predict or show any interest in 
the old astrology. I remember the long arguments about which ascendant 
Mr. Churchill had. Everyone had it wrong. It was known only after his 
death: +. 

I also joined the Astrological Association that John Addey had re- 

cently formed because he was striving after a less theosophical approach 
to astrology. We met at the Centre for Psychical Research near South 
Kensington underground station. John Addey was a charming and affable 
man on crutches. His work was to teach small children in hospital who 
were too ill to go to school. He had a small invalid car in which he drove 
me to Charing Cross station after the meetings so that I could catch my 
train home to Kent. Sometimes we stopped at a café on the way to eat an 
omelet. In the winter I gave up attending meetings and John continued to 
have his omelet suppers, but he said it was like omelet without the Prince 
of Denmark. John always encouraged and helped me with astrology. 
One evening in 1962 when John was sceing me to my train on Charing 
Cross he asked me if I could pay a life subscription to the Association 
because it had almost run out of money. I gave him the necessary £15 
and have been a life member ever since. Unfortunately, the Lodge did 
not have life memberships, but it did have a reduced rate for country members. 


Considerations XVI: 3 


It is a pity that John is remembered for his book on Harmonics be- 
cause he was a clever, practical astrologer, and often won on the horses. 
In 1964 I broke my leg, here in Deal, and the next day a letter came from 
John in London. “What has happened?” he asked. “I have broken my 
leg,” I wrote back. “Oh, that’s all right then,” he replied. “I thought from 
your chart it might have been something worse.” 

Years later I told John I couldn’t think why he had written that book 
on harmonics; it was beside the point. He replied, “Oh, if you mean you 
think it has no bearing on practical life, wait till you read my next book.” 
But we never read his next book because he did not live long enough. 

To return to my account of early Association meetings. It was there I 
first met Julia Parker, author of many books and one-time head of the 
Faculty. And I remember a young man arriving called Roger Elliot. 
Roger was a serious astrologer beneath his witty, extraverted manner, 
and was researching material on Roger Bacon — or was it Francis Bacon? 
— in the British Museum. I also remember Ellic Howe, who wrote Ura- 
nia’s Children, and when I later read that book, I realized with a shock 
that he was not a convinced astrologer at all. And it was at such a meet- 
ing that Chester Kemp showed me Horary Astrology by Ivy Goldstein 
Jacobson. Astrologers in the earlier part of this century seemed to like 
allocating outer planets to the rulership of signs, as if they wanted us to 
understand they had heard of them. 

Ada Phillips was often at the meetings. I think she was a foundetr 
member of the Association. She was a small, dark girl with a thin face 
who did not look like a © & but she was, nor did she like cooking. That 
was a lesson to me that if » is stronger than the © &, any Cancerian 
characteristics can be overcome. 

Astrological meetings are usually enlightening. One can see the Can- 
cerians looking carefully into the sandwiches to see what they are made 
of before eating them; or the tall balding men intellectualizing. One can 
try to guess their types and ask them. At one meeting I was sitting 
through an interminable lecture, when an unknown lady came to me and 
said: “Come on Sag., let’s go for a walk.” ( likes walks) “How did you 
know I am Sag?” I asked. “By your teeth,” she told me. Now that would 
not happen at any other sort of meeting. The lady was Elizabeth Large, 
known at the time to many. 

One evening we all went to a gala dinner in evening dress. We met at 
some West End hotel lobby and went off in taxis. I went with Mrs. Hone 
and we chatted about the organization of her textbook (for she was a £2). 
I forget where the dinner was, but it was a good idea. 17" century as- 
trologers used to meet like that to eat. 

And then my attendances at London meetings lapsed for seven or 
eight years, till 1978. 
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LTHOUGH I was absent from astrological meetings in London 

for so many years, I did not abandon horary. I was still using 

the books by Ivy Goldstein Jacobson, as well as Zadkiel’s Jn- 

troduction. I was also interested in the theories of John Michell 
and Lawrence Blair. I joined Subud, which practices a technique of 
meditation called the Latihan. 

It was, I think, the energy from eight years of the Latihan that pro- 
pelled me back into astrological circles again, but with an overwhelming 
compulsion to find Lilly’s Christian Astrology and read first hand what 
he had actually said, not what Zadkiel wrote. Derek Parker’s Familiar to 
All made it clear that there was a great divergence between Zadkiel and 
Lilly. (Not that Derek Parker believed in Lilly’s astrology, but it was an 
informative book.) 

It was around 1978 when I began my weekly attendance at the Lon- 
don astrological meetings again, and I was shocked and amazed that I 
knew so few faces. Mr. Davison was still at the Lodge of course presid- 
ing over the Monday meetings, and Chester Kemp was there. Charles 
Harvey had, I believe, become President of the AA, although John Ad- 
dey still appeared occasionally. Horary was apparently unknown at the 
Association. I remember a man trying to work out if he would be made 
redundant from his birth chart, and when I said “Why not do a horary?” 
he didn’t know what I was 
talking about. By then AA 
meetings were at the YMCA, 
near Tottenham Court Road, 
and later they met at the Liberal 
Club, which had a_ superb 
stairway. 

Then I discovered there was 
a faction at the Lodge, headed 
by Geoffrey Cornelius, who 
were interested in horary, and I 
also found a colleague, Michael 
Edwards, whose astrological 
conclusions were similar to 
mine. He had a friend called 
Bernard Eccles (Fitzgerald) who 
talked sense and = was 
particularly interesting on the subject of Fixed Stars. 

Perhaps there were evenings when Mr. Davison was absent, or per- 
haps Mr. Davison was only present during the first part of the evening, 
but it became increasingly possible to devote the second half of the eve- 
ning to horary interpretations. When Geoffrey Cornelius and friends 
comprised the Lodge Committee, this was definitely the norm. 

I was sixty when I first spoke in public at a meeting, illustrating my 
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horary interpretation with a shaky hand-drawn chart on a transparency. It 
was like facing a firing squad; they were out to get you, but it was good 
practice and made you careful of each phrase, each word. Horary is like 
that. It is like a chess game, worked out move by move, keeping to the 
tules precisely. 

About that time, I was looking through the AA Journal and I saw an 
advertisement from R. A. Gilbert, an antiquarian bookseller, saying he 
had some old books for sale. I wrote and asked him if he had Lilly’s 
Christian Astrology — this was naive as there were only about twenty or 
twenty-five extant in the world, mostly in museums. “Yes,” came his 
prompt reply, “£15.” I sent off the check and kept my fingers crossed. 
Sure enough, the books arrived. I say ‘books” because Christian Astrol- 
ogy was in three little leather bound volumes. I had volumes 2, 3 and 4 of. 
the first edition, but the first 128 pages were missing. That did not matter 
because I could get those pages from the British Museum or the Ash- 
molean. I was ecstatic. I drank a toast to heaven. Now I knew I had 
enough information to find all horary answers. 

No working astrologer at that time used Christian Astrology, but I 
was going to use it. Somehow, I was going to send out Lilly’s knowledge 
as far as I could. But sitting there in my kitchen in East Kent, the task 
seemed daunting. How could I possibly do it? It was a heavy responsibil- 
ity. 

Lilly had translated and synthesized the knowledge of over three hun- 
dred great astrological authorities. He had worked until he was nearly 
blind, compiling this great masterpiece, and he had not done that for the 
benefit of one or two people, but to make this great art accessible to 
many. There were over 870 pages. I started by comparing it with Zad- 
kiel, and soon realized the enormous difference between the two writers. 
Then of course I indexed it, because that helps me understand what I 
study. 

In 1980 photocopying was in its infancy, but one at a time I had 78 
rough photocopies made and sold them mostly to Lodge members for the 
price of the photocopying. The first, however, went to my astrological 
friend Mike Edwards, whom I knew would value it as much as I did. 

Then I started to write articles to try to explain the difference between 
the old traditional astrology and current astro-psychology. I met with 
opposition on all sides. The editor of the AA Journal would not accept 
my articles because he didn’t believe a word I wrote. Eventually, after I 
had answered five — or was it ten? — pages of questions, such as “What 
do you mean by cazimi? There’s no such word,” he published my article 
about the launch of the Titanic, which I wrote because I was so incensed 
at a previous article saying there were no astrological indications of dis- 
aster. Even then, the chart had to be redrawn by someone else and with 
the wrong cusps. I pointed this out but was met with extreme rudeness. 
Nicholas Campion however helped me. Nicholas himself had difficulty 
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with the Journal in those days. Since the death of John Addey, it had usu- 
ally been publishing obscure articles of no interest or meaning so long as 
they sounded intellectual. 

At the time, Nicholas was a slight young man, who looked like Bob 
Dylan. His first talk at the Lodge was brilliant and I could see the spark 
of acknowledgement in Mr. Davison’s eye, recognition of Nicholas’ un- 
usual intellect. Anyway, Nicholas persuaded his friend Mike Harding, 
editor of Transit (the Association magazine) to publish a series of my 
articles called “A Natal Astrologer’s Guide to Horary”.’ From May 1983 
to 1985 I wrote four a year. These became the basis of the lessons on my 
course. They were mostly incorporated into my book. Unfortunately 
Charles Harvey closed down Transit in 1985, but not before interest had 
been aroused by my articles. 

I was asked to speak at the annual conference, but at the last minute a 
foreign, celebrated astrologer was invited and, as not enough people had 
booked to attend his talks, our organizers telephoned all those who had 
arranged to come to my lecture, even to Israel and Holland, and trans- 
ferred them to the foreign visitor’s talks. The Dutch contingent, however, 
insisted on staying with me, so I had six to speak to, in a remote room 
along corridors, up flights of stairs and across quadrangles. I do remem- 
ber sitting next to someone at lunch, who said to me “I really came to the 
conference to hear Olivia Barclay, but I was told she isn’t here and I 
should go to a different talk instead.” 

One evening Mr. Davison spoke at the Lodge, then went home to 
Bromley by bus, and then he died in his sleep. 

The following years at the Lodge were really chaotic. Earlier I men- 
tioned the interest at the Lodge during the 1950s in ‘higher vibrations’. 
By the 1980s this had changed. A friend of mine was told at a committee 
meeting, “You belt up or I’ll fetch you one”! We were not pleased with 
our committee, and wanted to be rid of them. Our spokeswoman was 
Annabelle Kitson, who understood matters like quorums. Feelings ran 
high; put to the vote it was 50/50. One expected cries of “To the tum- 
brels” and “Off with her head.” 

However, the committee was defeated and then Geoffrey Cornelius, 
who was president, resigned. In those early days, Geoffrey advocated all 
that Lilly taught and his articles and talks fascinated everyone. He had, I 
believe, been introduced to astrology by Derek Appleby, of whom he 
thought a great deal. But Derek was innovative in his approach. Unfortu- 
nately, I had sold Christian Astrology to Derek at the time of a Full 
Moon and consequently he did not thoroughly absorb it, but infused it 
with some of his own rules. Slowly Geoffrey and his followers were 
convinced by Derek and slipped away, retrograding until they used outer 


3 Olivia recently rewrote this series especially for Considerations. The final epi- 
sode, written shortly before her death, will appear in the next Considerations. 
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planets as part sign rulers, using them in mutual receptions, and other 
strange ideas. 

Derek, I believe, was the next president. He was a very honest man 
and he sometimes made good, clear predictions, like who would win the 
Falklands war. He wrote his book on horary, the first of its kind. And we 
had this in common, we were both struggling with the subject, with no- 
body to teach or guide us. It was a slow process. 

There was also the annual talk given by Geoffrey Cornelius on 
spherical astronomy. It was a subject I found particularly difficult despite 
repeated visits to the Planetarium. I therefore attended the talks every 
time I could, and I have kept the notebooks I filled up. I find an igno- 
rance among many experienced astrologers, for instance, a confusion 
between celestial latitude and declination. I do think we should have a 
basic understanding of our solar system and the movement of the earth 
within it. Geoffrey should be giving these talks still. I remember his quo- 
tation from Plato’s Timaeus: “All planets are instruments of time.” 

Twice the astrologers hired the London Planetarium and once Geof- 
frey illustrated part of his talk against the elaborate celestial background 
that the Planetarium provides. It is a pity we cannot always have use of 
the Planetarium to illustrate our lessons, but apparently the astronomers 
increased the hire charge beyond our means. I expect they did not like us 
there. 

Annabella Kitson, a prominent Lodge member, instituted a yearly his- 
tory seminar, which I found, and still find, the most enjoyable meeting of 
all. She edited History & Astrology: Cleo & Urania Confer, a collection 
of talks given over the years at history seminars. Annabella expected, 
and generally was given, scholarly research from all her speakers, giving 
them months to prepare, making her book well worth reading. 

One talk Annabella set for me to research was about Nostradamus. 
We had one horary chart from 1562 that he had interpreted. The Canons 
of Orange Cathedral asked him about the theft of their ecclesiastical sil- 
ver. Our investigation was to discover whether Nostradamus was an as- 
trologer as well as a clairvoyant. Mike Edwards, Bernard Eccles and [ all 
worked on this. Our conclusion was that yes, Nostradamus had been a 
brilliant astrologer. 

Another event instituted by the Lodge was Lilly Day. Lilly had lived 
at Hersham, near Walton-on-Thames, and was churchwarden at the par- 
ish church, St. Mary’s. We would all meet at The Swan pub by the river 
for lunch, there would be talks, and later at 5:15 a short service taken by 
the Rev. Sedgely, who would remember Lilly in his prayers (at my re- 
quest). We would then look at Lilly’s tombstone and retire to The Swan 
for the evening. The weather was usually fine; we could sit out of doors, 
discussing and arguing, and meeting astrologers we hadn’t seen for 
years. There is pax between all factions for the day. 

The tomb is next to the altar. It bears the words: 
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GVILELMI LILLII 
ASTROLOGI PEROTISSIMI 
OVI FATIS CESSIT 
VIDUS JVNII ANNONCHRISTI JVLIANO 
MDCL XXXI 
HOC ILLI POSVIT AMORIS MONVMENTVM 
ELIAS ASHMOLE 
ARMIGER 


Translated by Sophie Page and Chantal Allison, this means: 


WILLIAM LILLY 
THE MOST SKILLED ASTROLOGER 
WHOBY( +) OF FATE DIED 
THE 5™ IDE OF JUNE, YEAR OF OUR LORD (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
1681 
THIS MONUMENT OF LOVE ERECTED FOR HIM 
ELIAS ASHMOLE 
KNIGHT 


Elias Ashmole, Lilly’s friend and patron, was the founder of the Ash- 
molean Museum. In my opinion, the fine black stone has been reset into 
the floor (probably by Victorian workmen) the wrong way round. 
Reading the stone, one is led to believe that Lilly’s feet are towards the 
altar. However, it is traditionally correct to place the head towards the 
altar. In a photograph taken by Ron Gwynn (now head of the Faculty), 
there is a white shadow of Lilly’s specter shining on the stone, which 
shows his head towards the altar, his arms crossed over his head, as one 
would expect. Some say this white shadow on the photograph is simply 
the flash of the camera; others can plainly distinguish the figure. Opin- 
ions differ. If you believe the figure, his head is beneath the word ARMI- 
GER. 

Not many people from the Association or Faculty go to these celebra- 
tions, although some are relenting now. Feelings run high between op- 
posing factions. One astrologer I know crosses herself when another cer- 
tain astrologer approaches. Also astro-psychologists do not want to know 
astrology has traditional roots, do they? 

At about that time, I had an acquaintance in Dover named Jane Law- 
rence, who was an incredible clairvoyant. It is not my habit to visit clair- 
voyants, but a friend of mine had consulted her and their conversation 
was on tape. The tape spoke, not about my friend, but about me. I there- 
fore went to Jane Lawrence, saying: “I have not come to ask about the 
past or future, but to know if my deceased parents have a message for 
me.” Jane warned me, in an indirect way, of an anxious time to come 
during which my deceased family would help. When my daughter was 
40% burnt (she has o” o her Ascendant-ruler in £2 — see Firmicus) and her 
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house burnt down and I had to go to America for several months to be 
with her in hospital, I knew what Jane was referring to. What is more, 
Jane’s advice from England, helped me throughout that period. 

Afterwards I visited her and asked about Christian Astrology. 1 
showed her my original. At first she told me she had contacted a lady 
who had dusted the book every day. “No,” I said, “I don’t mean that. I 
would like to know about the author.” Jane then described a small man, 
smiling “with half his face”, and then I knew it was genuine because 
Lilly died of a stroke that affected half his face. Thinking myself rather 
clever, I then asked, “How many planets are there?” “Five,” came the 
answer. “And two more that are different.” (The luminaries, of course.) I 
was told how much his feet had hurt him when he walked from Leices- 
tershire to London — it is appropriate for someone with } ascending to 
tell you that — and how the soles of his shoes had worn through. 

I went asking about Lilly more than once. One day he had his wife 
with him, of whom he was extremely fond. I was told how the long hours 
of work had hurt his eyes, and Jane was in extreme pain from her eyes 
then. Imagine all those hours of work by candlelight. And he was ex- 
hausted, his neck became too thin for his collars. He said I was to be his 
representative. Jane found his accent hard to understand. Brown he wore, 
and breeches. 

I sent a copy of Christian Astrology to Joan Hodgson at the White 
Eagle Lodge, and they told me Dane Rudhyar, who had recently died, 
had led their spiritualist medium to William Lilly. I told Derek Parker 
about it and he told me that when he had completed Familiar to All there 
was a knock at his front door, and there stood someone of Asiatic ap- 
pearance with an original Christian Astrology to sell. I forget if Derek 
said that he bought it or not. 

It was time for Lilly’s work to be recognized again. Lilly knew it 
would happen. I expect he did a horary about it. Derek Appleby, at one 
of Annabella Kitson’s history seminars, worked out a strange relation- 
ship between the time Lilly completed Christian Astrology and the time I 
first circulated it again, namely by photocopy to Mike Edwards — the 
same configurations recurring. 


FTER FOUR years of studying Christian Astrology and writing 
articles about it, I devised a correspondence course. It happened 
like this. My daughter was home on holiday from America, 

> where she lived with the Sufi Order of the West, whose leader 
is Pir Vilyat Inayat Khan. 

One day she had been meditating when she said to me, “I have come 
home to organize you and your work into a correspondence course.” 

“No, no,” I said. “I couldn’t do that.” 

“Yes, you could,” she said (she is a strong £2), “and I will show you 
how. You need this and this and this. Sit down and work it out. How 
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many lessons will you have?” 

“Twelve,” I said, so I sat and worked at it. It took about eight days. 
She went back to the USA and I have worked at it ever since (fifteen 
years so far).* 

I was anxious that I would not do anything illegal so I sought advice. 
“Astrology is only an entertainment,” the solicitor said, “‘so if you want 
to teach it, nobody cares.” Yet, I still felt worried; so I asked Charles 
Harvey to be Patron, which he was for the first year. 

I decided to call the course The Qualifying Horary Practitioner 
Course and put an advertisement in the Journal. It was, of course, too 
much for the Journal, and appeared as ‘A Holiday Course’. J also decided 
it should have a Diploma, and my reason for that was that if the astro- 
psychologists can give themselves letters after their names then surely 
traditional astrologers could have some initials too. 

My first course students came from a small local group I had formed 
earlier in 1984. I had tried to put an advertisement in the local paper say- 
ing I could give astrology classes, and the editor of The East Kent Mer- 
cury came out to see me to literally read me The Witchcraft Act — actu- 
ally it had been repealed in 1978. I laughed at him and told him to send it 
to Punch. It was addressed to ‘Astrologers and Vagrants’ and here was I, 
a respectable ratepayer. Anyway, I did gather together six students. One 
was Esther Gould, who is now an excellent astrologer helping me to 
teach the course, specializing in mundane astrology. 

My recent series ‘A Natal Astrologer’s Guide to Horary’ had pro- 
vided some interested inquirers, and soon the number of students started 
to grow despite Miss Fish at the Lodge telling people I was a newcomer 
to horary, and making other helpful remarks. I still did not know if the 
course would work, or if anyone would ever reach the end of it. After 
two years Andrew Bevan in Norway and Carole Wilson in Manchester 
completed the course, and so the three of us signed each other’s diplomas 
and the Q.H.P. Diploma was born. This, so Ada Phillips told me, was the 
method used for the foundation of the Faculty Diplomas. Our diplomas 
always have three signatures, one of which is mine. I do not give diplo- 
mas easily; the standard expected is very high — try it. The books we read 
are source books, encouraging students to find their own references, 
leading to deeper research. I try to take them along the route I discovered 
myself. 

In 1985 Clive Kavan and Catriona Mundle announced that they 
would reprint Lilly’s Christian Astrology under the name of Regulus 
Publishing Co. They were both Lodge members and friends of mine. 
Clive was the one who looks like Durer. He had always threatened to 
publish Gadbury’s Nativities first, and I was delighted he had decided on 
Lilly instead. He visited me to ask if I would be willing to allow my vol- 
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ume to be taken to pieces for the sake of the republication. I was, of 
course, only too pleased. It was all put together again, nicely rebound. 
The Regulus edition is beautiful, the paper carefully chosen, and gilt 
edged. It is hard-backed simulated leather, and a few were in real leather. 
Two thousand were produced. We were thrilled with it. But it was new to 
the astrological world and the cost, £45, was considered high in 1985. 
Sales of the Regulus Christian Astrology were slow, but soon Weisers in 
New York and others began to stock it. 

There was a conference at Loughborough University that year and 
only four sold. Still, Clive produced a bottle of champagne at breakfast 
and insisted I drink some. I was teetotal and the effect at breakfast was 
devastating. I couldn’t stop laughing. Clive hurried me from the room, 
which was full of hundreds of breakfasting astrologers. Clive will tell 
you to this day that it is better not to offer alcoholic drinks to Olivia. 

I decided I wanted to go to Nottingham where I had an elderly friend, 
so Clive drove me to the railway station. I discovered that there wasn’t a 
train for another hour and the distance is only twenty miles, so I walked 
to the nearby bus station and there stood a bus marked NOTTINGHAM. I 
boarded it after a while it meandered off slowly along country roads, 
stopping frequently. Then a strange thing happened; it took a road 
marked T@ DISEWORTH. 

“Diseworth?” I thought, “where have I heard that name?” 

And then I remembered, it was Lilly’s birthplace. I jumped up out of 
my seat to speak to a passenger alighting at Diseworth. 

“Do you know of William Lilly who lived here?” I asked her. 

“Oh, yes,” she said, “he lived in Lilly’s Cottage, right next to the church.” 

The bus stopped outside it, and I sat and looked. It is thatched and 
timbered; very pretty, like Ann Hathaway’s cottage, with a well-kept 
garden, full of flowers. The bus stayed there several minutes. Then I 
went on to Nottingham. 

Next day Clive drove four of us to Diseworth for a more leisurely 
look. We were invited into the cottage and saw some old graffiti on one 
wall. I wondered if it had been drawn by one of Lilly’s relatives. Clive 
gave the owners a copy of Christian Astrology and someone took photo- 
graphs. We then went across the road to The Bull for refreshments and 
afterwards we looked in the church, where no doubt Lilly hed benn chris- 
tened. It was from Diseworth that Lilly had walked to London when, as 
Jane had told me, his shoes wore through. He never returned to his birth- 
place. 

One task when doing my course is to index the horary section of 
Christian Astrology. This makes students thoroughly familiar with 
Lilly’s writing. Carol Wiggers of Washington state, USA, asked if she 
could type the whole book onto her computer instead of making the in- 
dex. I agreed and wrote a preface for her. Carol’s computerized version 
is still on sale. The Regulus edition is a facsimile. Both versions are 
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good, although the charts by Lilly in the Wiggers version are not very 
clearly defined. At present (July 1999), the Regulus edition is out of 
print. A fine edition of volumes I and II (up to page 486) has just been 
produced by Deborah Houlding of Ascella Publications, and is now on 
sale. This edition contains helpful notes added by experts — for instance, 
identification of illnesses by Graeme Tobyn, and of countries by Nicho- 
las Campion. We await Ascella’s volume III, which will go up to page 
875, but this takes time. 

Carol Wiggers taught my course for a while, but then went her own 
way. She now teaches The Horary Practitioner Course, which sounds 
confusingly similar to my course. In fact, some students have not under- 
stood whose course they are doing. 

Sue Ward is another who first assisted me in teaching my course, but 
eventually she too went her own way and devised her own course. One 
of Sue Ward’s students was Deborah Houlding, whom I have just men- 
tioned. Her interest in history has led her to produce the periodical The 
Traditional Astrologer, and to start Ascella Publications, making very a 
valuable contribution to traditional astrology and its history. She now 
spreads the word far and wide, even lecturing in Australia. Once I asked 
her how she could have completed the course having four children. “Oh, 
I just stayed up studying all night,” she said. 

My first travels for the course took me to speak in Oslo, Edinburgh, 
Oxford and Manchester. I was treated hospitably and enjoyed myself, 
although I remember feeling nervous. It was during my stay with a fam- 
ily in Manchester that I saw the terrible fire at Bradford football ground 
on television. An analysis of the event is in my book; the syzygys were 
so relevant, and the sight of it made such a deep impression. 

Soon my American students invited me to speak in North Carolina. 
Here I was giving a talk when, in the interval, a man came to speak to 
me. “I am Gilbert Navarro,” he said. I was surprised because Gilbert 
teaches a horary course which is completely different from mine, being 
based on the work of Ivy Goldstein Jacobson. “How good of you to come 
and hear my talk,” I told him. “I would never have gone to one of yours.” 
I had no meant to be rude, but I was so surprised, and I think he under- 
stood this. You see, in England, differing factions would never listen to a 
talk by a competitor. My remarks made Gilbert laugh. “Just because we 
teach different things, we need not be enemies,” he said. I couldn’t be- 
lieve my ears; such a sentiment is unknown in my country. We are still 
good friends. Gilbert’s course started years before mine. He had known 
Ivy Goldstein Jacobson when he was a young man and she had person- 
ally taught him horary. He is completely loyal to her, so he will not read 
Lilly, and his planets are fixed, so that’s that. He once invited me to 
lunch together with his head tutor, Mary Shea; the table arrangement and 
the cooking were works of art. Gilbert’s birthday parties are well known; 
he invites dozens of astrologers every year. 
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It was in North Carolina that I stayed with Valli Powers, who now tu- 
tors my course in Hawaii, and met Tim Bost, who produces Financial 
Cycles, a periodical I read and actually enjoy. Tim is unique in being in- 
terested in the spirit as well as in finance. Then I spoke in New York and 
Linda Martin was my hostess. Everywhere the reception was warm and 
the hospitality outstanding. In the future I was to speak in many places in 
America, but these were my first experiences. 

I wrote several articles for Mercurio 3, a Spanish periodical, and the 
editor Gloria Pubill translated these into Spanish. This resulted in being 
invited to Barcelona to a most enjoyable conference. Alan Oken from the 
US and Finn Wandahl from Denmark were also guest speakers, and we 
were entertained with sumptuous and leisurely meals. It was the time 
when everyone was talking about Salman Rushdie; I remember doing a 
horary about him by popular demand, which showed that no one would 
kill him in the immediate future. I do love Spain as it is a “ country; I 
was sad to fly home. 

During those years I was gathering my articles together for a book. 
Nobody is convinced unless you have had a book published. So that was 
what I had in mind. I had it all put together by 1987. 


T IS ONE thing to write a book and another to get it published. 
When I sent my manuscript to publishers, I was told that there 
was already a book on horary, by Derek Appleby, so they did 
not need another. I pointed out that there were dozens on astro- 
psychology and that the content of my book differed from Derek’s, but 
they did not listen. 

[am not a good typist, never having worked in business, being an art- 
ist, a painter, so I had to take my work to be typed. All charts were calcu- 
lated without a computer and drawn by hand. Compiling the book was a 
painful and labored process. I did not attempt it until I had at least 
twenty-five years of astrological experience behind me. I notice now that 
many authors write books first and then study later. 

After some deliberation, I decided to call the book Horary Astrology 
Rediscovered, because the word ‘disco’ occurs in ‘Rediscovered’, and so 
many happy years of my life were spent in discos. Liz Greene is mis- 
taken in saying Sagittarians like Country and Western; we like music to 
sway the hips. While disco plays, ~ sways. 

At last Routledge, Kegan & Paul said they would consider publishing 
the book, but they kept the manuscript for a long time. I went to Egypt 
for a week, to relocate my solar return 4 onto the MC. This worked. 
While I was in Egypt, they wrote to say that they would definitely accept 
the book. 

When I returned home they wrote again, saying they were about to be 
taken over by another publisher and didn’t know how many years it 
would be before they could produce my book. I really couldn’t keep go- 
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ing to Egypt, not could I afford to wait years for publication. People were 
beginning to listen to my talks in the late-80s. That should have been the 
time to publish. However, I was unlucky. 

A telephone call came from America, from Skye Alexander, the edi- 
tor of Schiffers, the publisher. They were anxious to publish my book. 
Letters followed and eventually I signed a contract with them. I wish I 
had known more about 
contracts. Peter Schiffer 
retains the overseas 
copyright for my book, and 
will not have it translated 
and published abroad. I 
know of another astrologer 
published by Schiffer with 
the same experience. Also, 
no sooner had I signed the 
contract than he sacked Skye 
Alexander (who was 
knowledgeable about 
astrology), so there was 
nobody to edit my book. It is 
hard to edit your own work, 
and Schiffers now had as 
editor a Bom Again 
Christian, who wouldn’t read my book. Over two years passed and still 
no book. Some versions were sent to me, full of mistakes. At one time it 
all came back to me in American! Where I had written about looking for 
a cat ‘locked in the outside loo’, this had been altered to ‘outside bath- 
room’. The whole thing was a trauma. My file on the matter had a cheer- 
ful photo of Norman Wisdom on top, to keep me sane. I have no desire 
to ever contact a publisher again. Captions were lost in the text; text ap- 
peared under illustrations. Pages were out of order. At one stage, I had 
them all spread across the entire ground floor of my cottage to try to get 
them into order; consequently page numbers in the index are often inac- 
curate. On the title page ‘The United States’ appeared as ‘The Untied 
States’. 

Eventually it was done. It had been more than three years. Those who 
had enthused in 1987 had forgotten my horary, and me, by 1990, It was 
almost too late. When the first contingent of the books arrived at my cot- 
tage, they were books by someone else, by mistake, and had to be sent 
back. I shall never write another book. When I did see my book com- 
pleted, I liked the clear print. I think it is well done. 

I suppose, considering that all my planets are, more or less, beneath 
the horizon, it was wonderful to get the book published at all. At least it 
is in English. 
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The reviews of my book were great and from well-known astrologers, 
far and wide. I was given an award for it from The Professional Astrolo- 
gers of America “for outstanding activities on behalf of furthering the 
goals of astrology”. The previous year’s recipient was Mrs. Reagan. Un- 
fortunately, I could not afford at the time to fly to America to receive this 
award, An enemy, who had been waiting for this opportunity for some 
time, wrote some pages of invective against me and my book in the Jour- 
nal. Why did the Journal editor publish it? “Because it looked as if the 
writer knew what he was talking about,” said the editor, who did not 
know anything about horary. Several people rallied to my defense. Luck- 
ily, Mavis Klein had already written a good review that had appeared in 
the previous issue. I was also very flattered that Ron Gwynn used it as a 
textbook for a seminar on horary he was giving. Carol Wiggers was also 
supportive in The Horary Practitioner. 

Distribution was also exasperating. Soon after the book’s publication 
my Danish friend Finn Wandahl and my student Arlette Girtler invited 
me a Copenhagen conference. I remember receiving 25 orders for my 
book after my talk, but only six had been distributed to Denmark, so Mr. 
Schiffer lost out — as did horary astrology. 

Present at that Copenhagen conference was the Tibetan astrologer to 
the Dalai Lama, Professor Dakton, with his interpreter, also a Tibetan. 
The Tibetans had never seen the sea, when they did they loved it and 
paddled in it. Neither had they heard disco music, which they also en- 
joyed. When taken to see some scientific astronomers, they told the sci- 
entists, “The stars are the work of God!” I liked them very much. 

I also met Johan Hjelmborg, a fine horary astrologer, who learnt by 
experience in India, but now has Lilly’s Christian Astrology. Our ap- 
proach to a chart differs, but our conclusions are always the same. 

I could not understand the Tibetans very well, but I did realize that 
their astrology is nearer to the Chinese, and the Q is extremely important. 
My 2 is not well placed, affecting my daughter adversely, and Professor 
Dakton explained that the remedy would be to fill a new earthenware 
dish with seawater and bury it in the earth. Back in England I attempted 
this. Deal beach is steep and pebbly. I put on my green gumboots and 
waded into the sea with my new earthenware dish. The wavelets came up 
over the top of my boots and filled them with icy water. It was very diffi- 
cult getting back up the beach without spilling the dish of seawater, and 
my feet were very cold. When I reached home, the earth was hard to dig. 
I am not sure it helped my 22. However, I remember the professor with 
affection and I was sorry to hear of his death earlier this year. 

Finn Wandahl has married my former student Arlette Giirtler, both of 
whom looked after me during that superb Danish visit, and Arlette edits a 
Danish astrological periodical called Stjernerne. Finn and some other 
Danish astrologers were keen and knowledgeable about Hindu astrology. 
Most of them wear rings with an emerald stone to assist Mercury. When 
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they heard that I had painted the Hindu gods on my landing ceiling, they 
sent me home with a picture of Vishnu. 

Over the years, I have attended many Astrological Association con- 
ferences, and spoken at many. It is a great opportunity to meet everyone, 
but I find the bleak concrete buildings of modern universities formidable 
and unwelcome. The conference I most enjoyed was at Chippenham Ag- 
ricultural College, where there are stone or brick buildings in a beautiful 
country setting. In 1996 I gave the Carter Memorial Lecture’ at the Exe- 
ter conference. This is the main astrological lecture of the year and is 14 
hours long. I was months writing it. I spoke of traditional methods for all 
astrology because I thought that everyone should hear how lucid and 
succinct those old interpretations were. Graeme Tobyn contributed a 
translation from Latin of Justinian’s interpretations of the charts of 
Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots. Exeter is a long journey from East 
Kent, where I live, so I was in hospital for over a week recovering, with 
blood transfusions; perhaps I should have resisted the disco. I have not 
been to a conference since then. 

I have only attended one really large UAC conference in America, in 
1992. It was in a huge hotel in what is called Crystal City, near Washing- 
ton. It would have been more aptly called Concrete City. In the lobby of 
this huge hotel were palm trees and escalators, and a lift with transparent 
walls that went up the outside of the building. There were restaurants and 
balconies overlooking the lobby, but not one window opened in the 
whole place. There was not enough oxygen. The air conditioning 
scheme sucked in some sort of air, probably the exhausts from the planes 
at the nearby airfield, to pump into these sumptuous surroundings. I soon 
began to feel very ill because I am used to the strong east winds by the 
English coast. My voice was weaker and my talks suffered with my loss 
of energy. Of course, there were a large variety of lectures, several about 
the true Ascendant of the USA. It came to light that when Ebenezer Si- 
bly worked out that the American chart had a ~ ascendant, he was using 
the coordinates for England. Opinions were divided about the true ascen- 
dant, but I am convinced it is 7° I with rising. Nobody walks in Amer- 
ica, so it can’t be %, and their high rise buildings look like II, as do their 
tornadoes and hurricanes. 

I did go for an exploratory walk around Washington with Nicholas 
Campion and Nick Kollestrom. Nick became obsessed with the idea that 
we needed a cup of tea, but we searched in vain. I knew from previous 
experience that, even if we found one, it wouldn’t be worth drinking. 
American tea never is; they don’t let the water boil. 

It was here that I met Joan Quigley, astrologer to President Reagan. 
Have you ever paused to consider the important role Joan Quigley has 
played in this century? She was the brain behind the timing of all the 
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president’s meetings and journeys. If you are a true astrologer, you must 
realize that the timing of events affects the outcome: the wars averted, 
the agreements made. I have heard criticisms of Joan Quigley by those 
who say she betrayed a confidence when she wrote What Does Joan 
Say? However, it was not she who told the press that the Reagans used 
an astrologer; that news had already been leaked out in Donald Regan’s 
book, For the Record, where he wrongly implied that Joan used clair- 
voyance. Also, several astrologers had started to claim that it was they 
who advised Reagan (typical!). Joan describes her seven years of service 
to the American president, but never reveals a personal chart. Her work- 
load was phenomenal. She had to decide not only the day but also the 
precise time for the president’s engagements, speeches, debates, flights, 
meetings and press conferences. For this, she required exactly rectified 
charts of the president and his wife, his opponents, friends and interna- 
tional figures and their wives; location charts; charts of countries and 
towns. She needed solar returns, lunar returns, ingresses and eclipses, 
progressions and cycle charts of the ), 4, %, { and ¥. She needed a group 
of assistants with computers. Such a detailed and continual analysis must 
be unique in history. The efforts of other mundane astrologers dim in 
comparison. At the 1992 UAC conference, Joan Quigley was the guest of 
honor. She gave an hour’s talk and answered questions put to her. If 
there are any honors to be handed out, in my opinion, Joan Quigley de- 
serves them. We became friends, although our methods in astrology are 
different. 

By the end of the conference, I was gasping for air. I lay on the bed 
and looked out at those long goods trains that have in the States, and 
which I love to see. They were out in the open air. 

I have met a diversity of people through astrology, and astrology has 
colored all my thoughts. Life without astrology would be a world in 
monochrome. Some astrologers that I have met have been sincere, espe- 
cially those intent on research, because that is done for love of our art 
and not for money. Robert Schmidt and Robert Hand translating from 
ancient Greek and Latin texts; Robert Zoller with his school of medieval 
astrology; Graeme Tobyn researching herbalism; and a few others, like 
Johan Hjelmborg a most able astrologer. However, most astrologers re- 
gard astrology as a way to supplement their income, or make a name for 
themselves by inventing an idea, or picking on something and arguing 
about it to the confusion of all. If they can then write a book about it, 
they will certainly (and this is what they want) make a name for them- 
selves. 

Ihave met astrologer-thieves, those who steal your whole course, de- 
spite its copyright, and give you no credit, and others who steal only part 
of your work and smile affably. I understand that this also happened to 
the Mayo Course by an overseas astrologer. I met an astrologer who 
stole, not my work, but literally hundreds of pounds from me, when I 
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was ill. I suppose it is inevitable in a study where § plays so large a part 
that there should be both thieves and deceivers. I have met with envy, 
sneering and ridicule, and there is one heckler who, whenever I write, no 
matter in which country, immediately writes to contradict all that I say, 
like a mental stalker. This does not help students. There was one astrolo- 
ger who harassed and threatened me so much that I became extremely 
stressed. All this stress contributed towards lymphoma, a variety of can- 
cer. There has also been swearing and rudeness from students who failed 
my course, but I will not compromise. Nor is it easy to write articles ex- 
plaining the old astrology, which I love, because editors alter my words 
(not this one, I hope). For instance, despite the fact that for thousands of 
years the meaning of houses and signs have not equated with one another 
(see Christian Astrology, pp. 50-58 and 93-100, and the Astronomica, 
book 2, lines 790 onwards, and Deborah Houlding’s book The Houses), 
the editor of The Mountain Astrologer, a largely circulated American 
periodical, would not publish this fact as it might upset Dr. Zipporah 
Dobyns, a well-known astro-psychologist, who had invented a rule that 
they do equate. Her importance apparently exceeds that of Firmicus, 
Manilius, Lilly and all writers of the past 2,000 years. But, even if I had 
no authority for my statement, it was strange that I was not allowed to 
contradict current popular opinion. 

I contend that most astrologers do not want to know the roots and 
foundations of our art; the researchers may research as long as they like, 
but if it upsets the earning ability of the astro-psychologists and counsel- 
ors, it will not be accepted. The astro-psychologists have a market of gul- 
lible clients who are willing to pay to hear themselves talked about, and 
they do not want this changed. Alan Leo did the damage years ago, at the 
beginning of the 20" Century, when he watered down the methods of 
astrology to suit current psychology. Do we have enough honest people 
to resuscitate our art to its full beauty? 

So, I have recounted my astrological adventures as I see them, and 
now I sit here at my kitchen table, correcting papers and writing to stu- 
dents, hoping you too are all studying the old astrology. We need people 
who can give some dedicated concentration, a rare commodity these 
days, if our ancient astrology is to be saved. Can you help? 


Olivia died at F PM BST ow Sunday, 1 April 2004 
at Great Moneghamin Kent, England (SiNi4, 1624) 
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Primary Directions 
Applied to Horary Charts 


CARLOTA MACHADO MENDES ——— 


N PRIMARY Directions the heavens move up past the As- 
cendant, culminate at Midheaven and sink beyond the west- 
) ern horizon. The angles and house cusps are immovable, it is 
the heavens that move past them in their clockwise diurnal 
motion, carrying with them the planets that we see first ap- 
pear in the east and later disappear in the west. This is how Man, at the 
center of the Universe, observes the movements of the celestial bodies. 
In Horary charts, whenever a significator is brought by this movement 
into contact with any of the angles or house cusps crucial to the question, 
an event takes place. The unfailing precision of this method, which the 
very knowledgeable classical astrologer Jorge de S4 taught to Olivia and 
me, had been verified by him over years of study and observation. 
Olivia was extremely excited with this information and started rereading 
her old charts with amazing results. Ever keen on spreading the knowl- 
edge of astrology, it was her wish that an article should be published on 
the subject. This is a tribute to her memory. 
The following two examples demonstrate the importance of taking 
into consideration the effects of Primary Directions in Horary charts': 


Will my husband get the position he wants? 
Querent signified by 4, Her husband is signified by $ and the ). 
The position is signified by ¢, ruler of the husband's 10" house. 
Their daughter is signified by 9, ruler of the 5" house. 
Although the chart is not strictly radical, I decided to accept it as it 


' Since writing this article, I find that William Lilly did in fact use primary di- 
rections to time when an event would occur, see the example on page 183 of 
Christian Astrology. Discussing the chart illustrated on page 177 (Ascendant at 
14°13" = and of at 16°12’ +), Lilly writes, “The distance of the Ascendant from 
o being about two degrees, did ... signify two years or thereabouts ...” As” is 
further along in ~ than the Ascendant, Lilly is clearly saying that o* will be 
taken up to the Ascendant by the primary movement of the skies as they revolve 
past the immoveable Ascendant in their clockwise motion. Another example of 
his use of primary directions is on page 131. 
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Will my husband get the position he wants? 
11:08 am GMT, 21 October 2000; 38N42, 9W25 


% day, 2 hour. 
3 MR o*. ) separates from * and applies to 0 9. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face ] 
(oi g 4 % c | peregrine 
>) [0) = [O) 2 | peregrine 
g J a g g ° 
Q \ 8 0} 4 3 peregrine 
a g g 2 4 § 
+ ¥ Q i) 4 J 
4 2 > 2 a 4 
@ g 4 4 4 D) 


describes the situation exactly. The querent, signified by the retrograde 
\y, in its detriment and in the 6" house, is depressed and worried with 
health problems; 4 is opposed by @, ruler of the 5" and 6" houses — her 
daughter has been ill. ? is also ruler of the 10" house, the daughter's 6", 
and is located in the 12" of hospitals, which is the daughter's 8". she is 
about to undergo surgery to extract some lumps which have been a 
source of concern; the application of 2 to an opposition of ¥, ruler of the 
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daughter’s 9" and 11" houses reveals her worries about missing another 
school year; the year before, due to another surgery, she had to drop out 
of law school, which was her dream career, and change courses. », ruler 
of the 2" in the 6", shows the querent's money being spent on the huge 
health bills she has had to pay recently. » desperate in 29° and 
the presence of the &, ¥ and in the 2™ house confirm the querent’s fi- 
nancial concerns. The ), located in the 8” says the same: her only fi- 
nancial income results from her husband's work. 

As was shown in my previous article in this magazine’, the ruler of 
the question in its detriment shows that the querent’s concerns are not 
those stated by the question but lie elsewhere. 

The Descendant signifies the husband correctly: both his natal O 
sign and his Ascendant are [I]. 

3, the significator of the husband, and o’, the significator of the de- 
sired position, are in mutual reception by sign. % loses its retrograde 
quality thanks to the mutual reception, which also indicates a way out 
and that someone had intervened, using his influence; this was later con- 
firmed. The ), co-significator of the husband’, is 2°, or two 
months, away from a mutually applicative square with %, which swaps 
places with o’, ruler of the husband's 10". This square is equivalent to a 
trine because it occurs in long ascension signs. The husband obtained 
the hoped for position five days after the question was posed. 

I assumed the positive answer must have been assured by the )'s as- 
pect to o after it had exchanged places with 3. The timing, however, did 
not click. I immediately checked with Jorge de Sa, who explained that 
by primary direction movement the IC (the husband's MC) will trine the 
) in 5° (cardinal sign, angular house = five days). 


Should I move to Brazil? 

Querent = $ and ). 

Quesited = Brazil, signified by %, ruler of the 9" house. 

The chart is radical: 3 rules both the hour and the Ascendant and the 
situation is described exactly: The querent's natal Ascendant is ruled by % 
and her husband's natal Ascendant and © are in I, the sign in which his 
significator is located. 

The querent has been talking about her dreams of moving from Por- 
tugal to the Brazilian Northeast () separating from 4 ¥ in the 9", which 
is closely trine to the Ascendant). Her idea is to sell her expensive prop- 
erty in Portugal, buy a smaller apartment for her daughters and retire to 
Brazil, which some friends have been telling her wonders about () separ- 


? “When Will I Fall in Love Again” in Considerations XVI: 1, p.53. 

> Christian Astrology, p. 404. Lilly’s statements on this page indicate that the ) 
is co-significator of the other when, as here, the question concerns something 
that will happen to another. Editor 
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Should I move to Brazil? 
12:47 pm GMT, 3 February, 2001; 38N47, 9W25 
% day, ¥.hour 
3 MR 4, 9 MRG*. ) separates from ¢ \; and applies to 4 © 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face | 
[o) 4 = % 2 g peregrine 
D) § Q ey \ y peregrine 
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ating from * Venus in the 11" and from ¢ ¥, ruler of the 11"); this way 
she would also avoid the tension that has lately developed between her- 
self and her two daughters () separating from 0 9, ruler of the 5", in a 
dual sign). However, her primary concern is monetary (), ruler of the 2™ 
is ascending) and the fact that her husband is on the brink of retirement 
(4, ruler of the 7" is in the 12th, in the sign of its detriment — he is very 
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depressed) and she believes they would live in much greater comfort in 
Brazil, where his pension would go a long way. 

Brazil is described by the 9" house, ruled by » intercepted in the 12". 
’, ruler of the 12" of hidden enemies, is intercepted in the 6", and its 
translation from GX to o % is a very bad indicator of great violence and 
robbery, especially as one of the attractions of Brazil is the abundance of 
cheap servants. ¥ in the 9" says the experience will be disappointing and 
the information she has received is not true. 3, ruler of the querent, sta- 
tionary about to retrograde is "unfortunate and shows delay, dissolution 
and destruction." The MC in a fateful degree also speaks of doom. 

My verdict was that it would be very bad for her to go to Brazil, but 
she wouldn't listen to me, Seeing there was nothing else I could do, I 
then turned her attention to the fact that she would be soon contacted by 
her sister about some money matters: ), ruler of the 2’ and 3™ houses, 
would conjunct the Ascendant by Primary Direction in 3°. And here a 
new story unfolds; as forecast, her sister called three days later and the 
following transpired: 

A few months earlier their brother had died, leaving a substantial 
amount of money that had been deposited in the sister's bank account for 
safe-keeping (the brother was mentally retarded and tended to give it 
away); he died of cancer and had been living with this sister, who took 
care of him; the querent was always abroad and never took part in taking 
care of him. Now the sister felt that she was entitled to the full amount, 
as payment for her expenses with his disease, and did not want to share it 
with the querent. She had been silent about this fortune and only came 
forth now because another brother (), ruler of the 3“ in a dual sign), who 
was also claiming his part in the inheritance, had threatened to denounce 
her if she doesn’t. When I heard the news, seeing that the ) applies to 4 
©, ruler of the 4" of the dead brother's money, I predicted that in the end the 
querent would receive her share. Initially she did not; instead five days 
later her sister, with whom she has a business partnership, agreed to sell 
the business ()  E in the 7") and the property it is located in (), ruler of 
the 2", « ©, ruler of the 4"" — some money coming in from the sale of 
real estate; the © and P are in platic sextile). This was something the 
querent has been begging her to do for years. In the end, the querent's 
sister agreed to share the inheritance, as predicted. However, with the IC 
ina fateful degree,* revealing something tragic that cannot be helped, she 
only gave her 10% of the inheritance, not the third the querent was entitled to; it 
was also discovered that there would be problems selling the real estate property 
as the sister had incurred debts on it, without the querent's knowl- 
edge. Twenty-five days later, the querent’s husband received a 
good retirement offer from by his employer — 9, ruler of the 
husband's retirement 12", + } in less that 1° (cardinal sign, succe- 
dent house — less that one month.) 


* See Barbara H. Watters, Horary Astrology & the Judgement of Events, p. 96. 
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When Will My Friend Come Home? 
RUTH BAKER pz astro. o.1?. 


N THIS CHART, the Ascendant is carly and I knew it was 

really too soon to ask the question, but my close friend 
9 Sophie was in a French hospital, having undergone two seri- 

ous operations as a result of being taken ill while in France. I 

had phoned the hospital several times and was very worried 
about her and anxious to know the answer to my question. Although 
there is no planetary hour agreement with the Ascendant, the hour ruler, 
9, is the significator of the quesited. 


When Will Sophie Come Home? 
4:52 PM GMT, 6 July 1999. Clacton, England: 51N48, 1E09 
hour, o day; ) separates from * X and G O& applies to a F 
OMRIV&F 


As the querent I am represented by the 1* house ruler, \4, peregrine in 
the 5" house. The ), my co-significator, is also peregrine; it is posited in 
the turned 6" house showing that Sophie’s illness is on my mind. 
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As my close friend, Sophie is represented by the 11" house ruler 2, 
aptly placed in the radical 9" house of foreign travel. Her weak and pere- 
grine state reflects Sophie’s poor condition at the time of the question. 
Her home in England, to which she will return, is signified by the 4" 
house from the 11", the radical 2™, ruled by 4. ¥ is in the 7" house of 
her husband, who had to return to England (signified by T on the cusp) 
without her. 

I took it to be a good sign that the ® had some strength in Sophie’s 
11" house of hope and confidence, and that her significator, 2, was also 
there. 2 is within orb of a trine to 4, representing Sophie’s home, but 
must change signs in order to perfect the aspect, showing that some 
change in Sophie’s condition must take place before she will be allowed 
to fly back to England. The ) in her 6" house of illness also indicates a 
change. This was so, because following the operations Sophie developed 
a nasty infection that needed treatment. ? is conjunct Alphard, a fixed 
star that Ebertin connects with blood poisoning.’ 


Essential Dignities 


Sign Trip | Term | Face 
[o) p) g g g 
d c 10} 3 10} 
g {0} 10} § a) 
g 10} 10} oi J peregrine 
J J c oi ce 
y e 2 g g peregrine 
4 ‘4 2 g » peregrine 
@ ¥ 2 § | Oo 


The natural ruler of surgery is o and its presence in Sophie’s 1* 
house, having just changed signs, shows the operations my friend had 
recently undergone. o” is the strongest planet in the chart, in all its own 
dignities. This gave me hope that the operations would prove successful. 
The ), natural significator of travelers, applies to a trine aspect with 
Sophie’s significator, 2, which seemed a good sign for her homecoming. 

When will she come? 

Concluded on page 50 


' Ebertin-Hoffman. Fixed Stars and Their Interpretation, AFA, 1971, p. 51. 
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Hiroshima 


KEN GILLMAN 


7 N 6 August 1945 Hiroshima, 
Japan’s eighth largest city, 
became “the world’s largest 
guinea pig.” It was virtually 

wiped off the map by a single bomb 
dropped from one plane, the Enola 
Gay. The detonation in the air, 660 
yards above the ground, killed over 
100-thousand people and flattened 
four square miles of the city. Later, 
another 100-thousand Japanese would 
slowly die from thermal burns and 
radiation sickness. Even more terrible 
was the biological afier-effect: an 
extraordinary number of birth defects 
and genetic mutations were found in infants born to mothers who had 
lived through the bombing. Not only were innocent people killed, but 
also the as-yet-unborn were maimed. The atom bomb ushered in a new 
era: the nuclear age. Figure 1 illustrates this moment. 

Could an astrologer have predicted this event? That something totally 
new and unexpected would manifest itself, something that would drasti- 
cally change the world, should have been obvious for { was conjunct its 
own Q on 19 July, 1945 (see Figure 2') — within a week of President 
Truman in Potsdam authorizing the use of the atomic bomb on Japan. 
The last time )K was conjunct its own Q was 84 years earlier, in 1861, the 
year the American Civil War broke out. The transit before that occurred 
in 1777, during the American Revolution. As one goes back in history at 
84-year intervals major Uranian events stand out: Galileo’s first tele- 
scope observations in 1610, the Peasant Revolts of 1525 and 1357. The 
next conjunction occurs on 19 May 2029. 

Times when } is at its 0 are also meaningful. An obvious example is 
1903, the year of the Wright brothers’ first flight. A cycle before, in 
1818, Thomas Blanchard introduced the concept of making machines 
with interchangeable parts. Going back one more €& conjunction, to 1735, 
we find John Harrison making the first chronometer, which became the 
key to determining longitude at sea and revolutionized navigation. 


' The timing of Figure 2 is from the Bureau des Longitudes, Paris. 
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Figure 1 


Figure 2: 


Considerations XVI: 3 


Atom Bomb falls on Hiroshima 
8:15 AM JST, 6 August 1945; 32N29, 132E28 


XK ¢ its own Q. 
6:57 AM UT, 19 July 1945; Hiroshima 
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The last U transit occurred in 1987. This was the year we first became 
aware there was a hole in the ozone layer and saw a supernova (the first 
since the one Kepler observed in 1604) with our naked eyes; DNA evi- 
dence was introduced in law courts, there was a major breakthrough in 
superconductivity, Los Angeles experienced a major earthquake, and in 
November the stock market crashed. These were major happenings; but 
overshadowing them were the introduction of the 32-bit microprocessor 
chip, the 16-megabit random-access memory chip, IBM’s OS/2 operating 
system and the 3%” floppy disk drive. Suddenly desktop computers had 
the power and memory to perform tasks that previously were only done 
on expensive mainframe computers. The worldwide web and e-mail be- 
came possible. In 1987, K 8 ushered in today’s electronic communica- 
tion age. 

These four examples of transits of its own U are very similar. Each 
coincided with major advances in engineering. 


Figure 3: 


First Lunar Crescent of 1945 
6:51 PM JST, 13 April 1945; Hiroshima 


Would an astrologer of the time have been aware that was going to 
be conjunct its own Q in the summer of 1945? This was fifty years be- 
fore Theodor Landscheidt brought the planetary nodes to our attention 
(see the reprint of his innovative 1995 article in the previous issue of 
Considerations). Any astrologer who knew \ would have a celestial lati- 
tude of 0° 00’, that it was crossing the ecliptic, would have been able to 
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predict that something major was going to happen, something of a Ura- 
nian nature that could have a lasting impression on people’s lives. 

The nature of any Uranian happening is, by definition, difficult to 
predict and Figure 2 is not helpful. All of the seven classical bodies are 
in weak zodiacal placements; all except o* (in its own term) are pere- 
grine, while o* together with (the Ascendant-ruler, exactly 7 MC) and 
+ are in the signs of their detriment, and the ) is in the sign of its fall. 
The nature of the applying ) of nullifies what would otherwise be the 
only strong mutual reception. 

To a Chaldean astrologer 1945 begins at Hiroshima shortly after sun- 
set on 13 April. This is when, at about 6:51 PM JST, the first new cres- 
cent of the ) becomes visible in the western sky after the © has moved 
into tropical T. The © is then at 23° 06’ T and the ) is at 5° 51’ B, see 
Figure 3. It is a difficult chart with 4 0 ¥, a T-cross involving 0" o® + 
squared by X, and the ), having just separated from * », is applying to 0 
P. 9, the ascendant ruler, is very weak, retrograde in T, the sign of its 
detriment, and closely opposing the Ascendant. The chart clearly fore- 
bodes no good. 


Figure 4: 


Solar Eclipse 
10:34:33 PM JST, 9 July 1945; Hiroshima 


On 9 July there is an eclipse of the © at 16°57’ &, closely ¢ %, see 
Figure 4. The obvious difficulty of this eclipse is underscored by the an- 
tiscion of ® at 15° 16° II being just 2’ distant from X at 15° 14" GM. The 
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emphasis here on kK is very important. Because it is on its own Q, this a 
very Uranian time. Here we learn that any Uranian event is likely to be 
strongly colored by »,. It is unlikely to be pleasant, and will certainly not 
be something trivial or obviously pleasurable. Charles Harvey hit the nail 
square on the head when he wrote concerning any mundane event indi- 
cated by » and k: it can be seen to relate to the practical ‘earthing’ of 
brilliant ideas, inventions... 


Figure 5. Lunar Eclipse 
11:57:11 PM LMT, 25 June 1945; Hiroshima 


Because it is invisible at Hiroshima, one might believe the solar 
eclipse will have no effect there. However, if we relate the eclipse to that 
of the 13 April crescent we see the draconic position of the eclipse’s ris- 
ing degree is 10°42’ % (19°31?  — 98° 49”), o° K in the crescent chart. 
There is a connection between the eclipse and Hiroshima, and it involves 
the so-important XK. 

The 25 June lunar eclipse is even more dramatic: ¥ is exactly square 
the eclipse, orb 1’. See Figure 5. 

The only locations on land where the eclipsed ) and ¥ are simultane- 
ously angular are close to longitude 133-134° East; at all other locations 
either one or the other is away from an angle or the aspect is not near 


? Biagent M, Campion N, Harvey C. Mundane Astrology. The Aquarian Press, 
1984, p.181.. 
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land. The city of Hiroshima is at a longitude 132° 27’, slightly outside 
this bound, and at this location the eclipsed ) stands prominently in full 
public view, just 1° from the Midheaven. 

Would our 1945 mundane astrologer have cast the chart for Hi- 
roshima? I doubt it. More likely he or she would have chosen Fukuyama, 
Japan at 133° 21’ or maybe Okayama at 133° 54’. Vladivostock in the 
USSR, at 131°53’ could have been considered, but the eclipse and ¥ are 
further away from the angles there, and no warfare was occurring in that 
area as the USSR and Japan were not then at war. Given the longitude 
range, our 1945 mundane astrologer would most likely have opted for a 
location in Japan. 


Figure 6. Saturn Morning First Visibility 
4:48 AM JST, 26 July 1945; Hiroshima. 


On 26 July at 4:48 AM JST »% briefly appears in the pre-dawn sky 
over Hiroshima. This is its first visual appearance since disappearing 
under the sunbeams a month earlier. See Figure 6. 

%’s longitude, 16° 49° &, is close to the solar eclipse’s, 16° 57’ &. 
This closeness makes Figure 6 a relevant chart, and it is one more indica- 
tion that the epoch-making Uranian event we are expecting will be 
strongly colored by % in protective &, a sign in which * is always very 
uncomfortable, where his need for discipline is often overwhelmed by 
emotion. ¥ is in mundane square to the briefly visible 4, a combination 
that can indicate acute paranoia and wild visions of the apocalypse, usu- 
ally a contusion between reality and imagination — except this time there 
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will be no confusion, the worst that can be imagined is about to become 
reality. 
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The atom bomb drops on Hiroshima at 8:15 AM LMT and all the 
clocks and watches stop at exactly this time. » is the ruler of time, and if 
nothing else this halting of time confirms his involvement in the event. 
See Figure 1, which will be familiar to most students. The two planets 
the other charts have emphasized are prominent in this chart: X, the star 
of the show, is conjunct the MC and the ) is  *. 

Charles Harvey discusses this ) ¢ in Mundane Astrology.’ He is in 
error when he suggests that there was a lunar occultation of Saturn less 
than an hour afterwards...at 18° 13’ &. The lunar occultation did not 
occur; the ) and » are on different sides of the ecliptic when they be- 
come conjunct in longitude, separated by almost a degree of latitude. I 
have watched this conjunction occur several times on my computer 
screen, using Skylights, the excellent, inexpensive simulation software 
available from Zephyr Services." In the process, I discovered that it is not 
the ) that is occulting » but that instead » occults the fixed star Wasat (5 
Tl) as ) & % occurs in longitude. 


3 [bid, p.325. 
* Zephyr Services, 1900 Murray Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15217. 
email: mail@zephyrs.com. 
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Figure 9: 


Draconic positions 
at Hiroshima when 
Atomic Bomb was 


cern 


Wasat should be well known because P was positioned right beside it 
in February 1930 when the planet was first discovered, Even though this 
fixed star is almost exactly on the ecliptic, there appears to be no astro- 
logical lore about Wasat, although the Chinese knew it as The Great 
Wine Jar. Even so, one can follow the reasoning of Dr George Noonan, 
who relates a star’s color index to its nature. Wasat’s spectral content 
(color index and temperature) is FO,> very similar to that of Canopus. 
William Lilly provides an interpretation for just this situation: ) ¢ 4 o 
Canopus — drowned in shipwreck or tempest. this is a close enough de- 
scription to what the inhabitants of Hiroshima experienced, particularly 
when one recalls films from the fifties that showed the devastating wind 
blast that immediately follows a nuclear explosion and utterly destroys 
everything that lies in its path. 

Figure 9 may be less familiar. This is the draconic chart for the mo- 
ment the bomb exploded. Relative positions of the planets and angles are 
the same as those illustrated in Figure 1. The only difference is that in 
Figure 9 the various planets and angles are measured from the )’s Q, the 


5 Stars are allocated to one of seven spectral types: their sequence remembered 
by the ‘Oh Be A Fine Girl Kiss Me’ mnemonic (O B A F G K M), going from 
hottest, the blue stars, O, to the coolest, the red stars, M, with each type split ten 
ways. Our © is a G-type yellow star. An F-type star has hydrogen mixed fairly 
equally with ionized calcium. Stars of class F5 have a spectrum roughly halfway 
between spectra of stars of classes FO and GO; thus, as a class FO star, Wasat is a 
relatively pure example of the F spectral type, as is the better-known Canopus. 
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position of which is changed to 0° T. 

Note the rising degree at Hiroshima, 10° 22’ I, which was the posi- 
tion of { on April 13, the first crescent of the year, and which opposed 
the rising degree at Hiroshima in the draconic chart for the July 9 solar 
eclipse. Note also the draconic degree of the © at the time the atom 
bomb exploded: 5° 48’ &. This is the position of the ) in the April 13 
new crescent chart. 

Also, note the draconic position of )K when the bomb dropped, at 9° 
10’ X. This exactly squares both the Ascendant at Hiroshima in Figure 2, 
the chart for X ¢ its Q, and the o” of Figure 1. 

At sunrise (5:17:46 AM LMT) on 6 August at Hiroshima the MC was 
5° 46’ &. This was the position of the ) in the 13 April new crescent 
chart. It was also the draconic position of the © at the moment the bomb 
was actually dropped. The MC will of course be at this degree every day, 
but on only one day of the year, 6 August, will it be there exactly at sun- 
rise — a clear indicator that what was promised in the 13 April crescent 
chart would occur this day at Hiroshima. The other charts -- the two 
eclipses, the » First Appearance chart, even the important \K ¢ its Node 
chart — these all provide much information concerning the nature of the 
event, but the actual timing of the event, as we find again and again, de- 
pends entirely on a relationship between the transit © and the position of 
the year’s first newly visible crescent ). Using these charts an astrologer 
of the time could have predicted the where and when of this horrifying 
event. Yet, it is highly unlikely that the specific nature of this crime 
against humanity could have been forecast. It was unimaginable then; it 
is barely so today. 

In discussing the value of Babylonian techniques at Hiroshima, Ru- 
men Kolevy has pointed out an unusual visual phenomenon that occurred 
there in 1945. In the usual run of things, the )’s acronychial rising 
(when the ) is seen just above the eastern horizon at the time of visual 
sunset) occurs one or two days before the )’s cosmic setting (when the } 
is seen to be setting in the western sky at sunrise). This is the normal 
sequence; almost the invariable sequence — almost, but not quite. How- 
ever, at Hiroshima in April 1945, the all-important first month of the 
Babylonian year, this sequence was reversed: the cosmic setting occurred 
before the acronychial rising. Based on what we know of how the Baby- 
lonians evaluated lunar phenomena -- anything unusual or extraordinary was 
considered to be a bad omen -- they would have considered that any period in 
which the cosmic setting occurred before the acronychial rising would carry 
with it a heavy load of destructive energy. We don’t usually think in such terms 
nowadays, but perhaps there is sense in this approach for Adolf Hitler was born 
in such a month. He also died in such a month. Kolev points out that from 
1900, 1945 was the first year in which this phenomenon occurred at Hiroshima. 


© 


38 


Jim, the Four-Legged Man 
PRIER WINTLE 


T IS EXPECTED of you everywhere in our society that if you 
are human you must have only two legs. You may have less, as 
for instance if you have lost one or both in an accident, or one 
or both have been amputated; but if you have more you are not 
human. It is just the same as with tails. If you have one it is frowned on 
and you are expected to have it cut off or at best only to appear with it in 
a circus. But legs are worse. You can’t so easily have them cut off since 
the hips and other bones are connected to the spine and operated by 
means of nerves proceeding from it. I am not talking about people who 
just use their forearms and hands as legs and feet and walk on all fours as 
the animals do. You may meet quite a number of retarded people who do 
that. What I mean is people who have a properly developed horizontal 
body with four legs and then a proper torso at the front with chest and 
shoulders and arms instead of just a neck and head there as a horse or a 
dog has. Such people are really fully human, despite the prevailing opin- 
ion that they cannot be because of their four legs. I don’t know how 
many of them there are universally but Jim is one of them. 

He is certainly not retarded though it hasn’t been easy to obtain a 
proper education because if anything prejudice among school children is 
even worse than it is among adults, and school desks and seats are de- 
signed exclusively for two-legged people. With four legs you make 
things difficult and are regarded as a nuisance. All the time you can only 
hope and pray that you will encounter a teacher or school administrator 
who has human sympathy for handicapped children or ones with physical 
abnormalities. Otherwise, you have to sit in the passage or aisle and peo- 
ple bump into you as they want to pass you or expect you to keep jump- 
ing up and down to let them by. It is impossible ever to relax fully like 
other children and just to concentrate on whatever the teacher is saying, 
as they can. People just don’t realize. If you try to say anything about it 
they think you’re being even more difficult. The only thing to do is shut 
up and get used to it and do the best you can. That is what Jim did and in 
the long run the extra effort paid off because it spread to his work gener- 
ally. He got used to working harder. So the children who looked down 
on him because of his four legs found they had to look up to him when 
he did better than they did. 

Just where do you get clothes when you have four legs? There are no 
trousers made for you by the mass production firms. You have to go to a 
special tailor, and he has to be one with sympathy and imagination as 


39 


Wintle: Jim, the Four Legged man 


well. Most people expect you to have hooves instead of feet and given 
half a chance they’ll just put a blanket over your back and leave your 
bottom bare. Nevertheless a really good tailor can design quite an elegant 
suit with proper creased trouser legs that you don’t feel ashamed to wear. 
Naturally it costs you twice as much for socks and shoes as everyone 
else, and you have to be careful to learn to walk evenly so that you don’t 
wear out one shoe before the others and then have to get another four all 
together to replace it, which comes expensive. 

I won’t go into the problem of toilets and urinals. They are all made 
for two-legged people and if you have four it is a problem and you have 
a problem. Moreover, if you break a toilet seat because of your extra 
weight you may be charged for it. 

By far the worst of your problems, though, is that you are always con- 
spicuous. You can never be one of the crowd or merge into the back- 
ground. Wherever you go people turn to look at you. The sound of your 
four shoes pattering or rattling on the ground or on a stairway identifies 
you at once. You are the horseman or the stagman or the dogman. But 
you don’t get much sympathy. All you want is sympathy and understand- 
ing and acceptance, especially as a child. Instead you get treated as if you 
yourself had chosen to have four legs and were doing it deliberately to 
get attention. So you get /ess attention (other than curious, sniggering 
glances) than other children, less understanding and acceptance, and 
above all, less love. Jim has had to put up with all of this. His own family 
always felt embarrassed and ashamed of him, as parents often do of re- 
tarded or mentally ill children though they may attempt to hide it or deny 
it, It was only because he had an aunt who felt for him and loved him and 
had him to stay with her and her own family as often as possible that he 
really came through it still as a human being. 

What do you do if you are 
in a race at school sports with 
four legs? If you stumble and 
get into a tangle as you try to 
run everyone laughs at you, 
but if you gallop ahead they 
say you have an_ unfair 
advantage. And just imagine 
what it is like in an obstacle 
race having to crawl under a 
net, or holding a bat at cricket 
with the bowler deliberately 
sending his ball to hit your 
conspicuous side or bottom. In 
a scrum at rugby football, it is 
just the same. You are either a 
bloody nuisance or an unfair 
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advantage to your side. 

As you grow up and begin to think of jobs or a career, the difficulties 
multiply. You can’t be one of a chain or series in a factory because your 
backside sticks out and obstructs the passage behind you, and if it is a job 
that requires you to press pedals with your feet your forelegs get tired 
and there isn’t space for you to rear up and use your back legs. You 
can’t stand behind a counter in a shop because you knock things off the 
shelves behind you every time you turn round, and counters in banks or 
building societies are the same or worse. They just weren’t designed for 
you. Of course, you hope to escape all this by studying hard and qualify- 
ing at something or other. But who wants to go and see a doctor or a 
lawyer or an accountant with four legs? The idea of being operated on by 
a surgeon with anything more than two makes most people shiver, and it 
is the same if they think of being represented in court by a four-legged 
barrister. 

And what of love affairs and marriage? Are you limited to loving and 
marrying exclusively four-legged members of the opposite sex? It is ex- 
actly the same situation as in cases of racial or religious prejudice. Only 
extremely loving or broadminded people are able to rise above it, as in 
the case of an article that appeared in a newspaper some years ago with 
the headline: 7wo Headed Woman Has Two Headed Baby. Someone did 
write in and offer to marry her. It takes courage and understanding to do 
that—understanding of just how much endurance and courage it takes ac- 
tually to be and live as a two-headed woman or a four-legged man. 

Jim comes from a well-respected family in the town where he lives. 
If anything that makes things worse, of course, because one can more 
easily accept that low class people or vagrants may have ugly or unusual 
legs. One usually shuns them anyway, or looks the other way, and ex- 
pects them to sleep in the street. But when it’s a member of your own 
family it’s something quite different. You have to face up to it yourself 
while at the same time hiding it as much as possible, hoping that other 
people won’t notice or see. Should you send your child to your own 
school, the school you went to, that has a good, respected tradition and a 
long history, or to a special school? Special schools imply special prob- 
lems and handicaps, like dyslexia or deafness, or even retardation, but 
Jim has none of these. His hearing is excellent and he is highly intelli- 
gent. Special schools subtly put a slur on one, even if they don’t intend it. 
But wouldn’t a child with four legs also put a slur on a normal school 
with a good name? 

These were Jim’s parents’ worries and of course, they became Jim’s 
own as well. He felt difficult because of his difference. Just as it was 
harder for his mummy to cuddle a four-legged child, so that he got less 
love and cuddling than he might otherwise have done, and needed, just 
so at school age he couldn’t start going to school with no more to it than 
just that. It was the law; all children must go to school; but with four legs 
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there had to be special interviews. How would he fit in, literally as well 
as in every other way? They would have to make careful preparations. 
Other children mustn’t be adversely affected or frightened. That was a 
first priority. Would he be adversely affected or frightened too? Yes, yes, 
of course, we must consider that too. It is another reason for proceeding 
very carefully. We mustn’t rush things. But we don’t want to delay and 
have him miss school. It is important at his age. We may have to have a 
special desk constructed. Must the school pay the cost of that or must the 
parents bear the responsibility? There may have to be others as he pro- 
gresses to higher classes. In a sense it is the responsibility of the depart- 
ment of education itself: ‘All children at a certain age must enroll at a 
school to receive formal education’. Does it include four-legged chil- 
dren? It just says ‘children’, which normally implies boys and girls with 
two legs only—the legislators who drafted that law never even thought 
about ones with more. There are special schools for blind children or 
deaf children, and when a child has no hands or no feet or some other 
handicap or deformity, sympathetic provision is made, quickly and effi- 
ciently—but four legs? You can see the mental question being asked 
from the initial schoolteacher or principal onwards right up to the head of 
the department itself, is this really a 
human child? 

But Jim is a human child. There’s 
no question about it. 

He comes of an excellent family 
background, respectable middle-class 
people who have no history of this 
kind of trouble in their medical or 
any other records going back over 
many, many generations. They ac- 
tually have a copy of the Family Tree 
going back to the 15" Century. 
Brian, Jim’s brother, is interested in 
these things and has the original copy 
that their great grandfather 
researched back in the 1850s. The 
surname Willingforth was spelt 
slightly differently in the very early 
days but they were bankers and highly respected in the community even 
then. And in this generation Jim and Brian’s father is a chartered ac- 
countant, a partner in the firm of Masters, Short, Thompson and Willing- 
forth, which has an excellent name in the City of Coventry, and indeed 
throughout all of Warwickshire; though Bagsby, a junior partner, does 
admittedly cause ripples by always pressing and agitating for a larger 
share in the company’s total profits. Their grandfather was a doctor. 
And on his mother’s side Jim comes from a musical family. All his four 
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aunts and two uncles play musical instruments and his grandfather was 
celebrated as the best amateur tympani player in the whole of South 
London, though by profession he was a paper manufacturer, having been 
steered in that direction by his own father rather against his own will 
since he himself would have preferred an orchestral career. Neither 
Brian nor Jim’s sister Sandra have any more than the regulation two legs, 
and neither do any of their cousins, of either sex, on both sides of the 
family. 

So how does Jim come to have four? 

Of course, it has given rise to whispering and knowing shaking of 
heads. People will talk, and the suggestion has naturally been rumored 
that this is not really Mr. Willingforth’s child. The same thought has al- 
most certainly crossed his own mind, and very possibly he would actu- 
ally prefer it if it were the truth, even though it would imply that his wife 
had been unfaithful to him. But the idea really won’t hold water. He 
knows she hasn’t, and Jim looks far too much like Mr. Willingforth in all 
other ways apart from those unspeakable four legs. He has the typical 
Wellingforth jowl, and even a birthmark on his left cheek, which his 
grandfather, the doctor, also had. And his voice has the same ring. 

So where did the four legs come from? 

The only other thing that people can suggest is that it must be a 
throwback. Somewhere in the distant past, either on his father’s or his 
mother’s side, there must have been four-legged people in the family. 
The gene has been recessive or dormant for years, generations, centuries, 
perhaps even thousands of years, but it must have been there. Aeons ago 
the Willingforths or the Janeses galloped in posses or herds across the 
grassy plains of Central Russia or Northern Arabia. But the strain died 
out, both in the Willingforths and in humanity generally. Perhaps two- 
legged humanity hunted them down. They may have been mistaken for 
horses, or already a prejudice in favor of two-legged people may have 
come into being. At a time when food wasn’t all that plentiful four- 
legged people naturally ate more, with their longer bodies. Remember 
that a horse eats more than a normal human being, even if it is only grass 
and other vegetable food that it eats. Think what a threat a meat-eating 
four-legged human being must have posed to the survival of the rest of 
his tribe! 

The other possibility, namely that this is really a throw forward, 
doesn’t seem to have been considered very much. Is this evolution 
working? Are we all destined to be four-legged people at some time in 
the future—perhaps distant, perhaps not so distant? Can you imagine us 
all literally galloping off to work in the morning and back home in the 
evening? We won’t need buses or trains for short distance commuting. 
And even long distance trains, as well as airliners, will need to have 
proper wide corridors for adequate trotting exercise. What a different 
world it will be. Slim women will still be admired but people will like to 
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tun their hands along their flanks and pat their strong and supple backs. 
Perhaps we'll all have tails too. 

The fact is that four legs and tails to swat flies are much more practi- 
cal for land animals than two. It is much harder to keep one’s balance on 
two legs than on four. That is why it takes human infants a year of fifteen 
months to learn to walk confidently and proficiently whereas young foals 
are trotting beside their mothers within a day of being born. People won’t 
like me comparing human beings to animals or seeming to imply that we 
are animals, but really we are more like fish, or at least like the amphibi- 
ans, the species that breath air but live most of their lives in water, than 
like land animals. We have no fur to keep us warm in winter or insulate 
us from too great heat in summer, and our long straight bodies are really 
designed for efficient swimming, not for walking about on land where 
the wind tends to blow us over. We even share a reflex called the dive re- 
flex with creatures like otters and seals that habitually have to dive into 
deep water. It instantaneously slows the heart rate beat down to forty 
beats a minutes when they dive, enabling these animals to stay sub- 
merged for longer without breathing than would be possible if the heart 
was beating normally. There is no other full-time land animal that has 
this reflex. It would seem that there must have been a time when we hu- 
mans decided to return to the sea. Perhaps it was forced on us at the end 
of an ice age, when the glaciers were melting and the sea was welling up 
over the land, or perhaps we just decided to live in water again when ice 
covered everything and nothing could grow to provide us with food. We 
shed our fur because it slowed down our swimming rate, only keeping 
the hair on our heads so that our offspring could keep tight hold of it 
while we swam. Indeed, it must be so because our newborn babies are 
actually perfectly well adapted to living in water. Their fat causes them 
to pop to the surface immediately if they are placed in it, so they don’t 
drown, and they flail their arms in quite efficient swimming movements. 
Nowadays it has also become quite fashionable for mothers actually to 
deliver their babies under water. 

So why shouldn’t we mutate again just as efficiently, now that we 
have finally decided to live permanently full-time on the land? Why pre- 
serve an unsuitable, archaic, fish-like anatomy when four legs would be 
so much more appropriate and practical? True, there is still an atavistic 
hankering after the sea in our species, as may be seen on every available 
beach all through summer time. When not actually swimming we bask 
like seals on the sands or rocks. But a subconscious knowledge of the 
way we are going is there too. It has been evident since Greek and Ro- 
man times in the myths and legends of the centaur. Pictures of people— 
for yes, they are people—who look just like Jim, with upright torsos and 
arms attached to a horse-like body with a tail can frequently be seen on 
Greek urns and vases, and Greek legends are replete with stories of their 
doings. The tradition still persists in that most popular of all modern 
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myths, our belief in Astrology, which refuses to be submerged or die in 
spite of all efforts of rational science to discredit it. The full glyph of the 
Zodiacal sign Sagittarius, usually abbreviated to show an arrow with a 
bar across it, x’, is actually a centaur armed with a bow and arrow. It is 
known as one of the double-sided signs, along with Gemini, the Heav- 
enly Twins (Romulus and Remus, the first kings of Rome), and Pisces, 
the two fishes swimming in opposite directions. But the sign Capricorn is 
also part of this history or tradition 
we are talking about, for it depicts 
not just a goat, but a Sea Goat. The 
fact is that something inside us 
knows full well, deep down, that we 
can have other bodies, or more 
bodies, than just the ones we 
normally think of as ourselves or see 
ourselves equipped with. It needn’t 
necessarily be a fish body or a horse 
body. Think of all the stories of were 
wolves, people who turn into dogs or 
wolves and go hunting in packs at the 
Full of the Moon. Many of them are 
quite well authenticated despite all 
the pooh-poohing they get from so- 
called rational people. 

I think it is significant that we 
don’t find centaurs depicted in art earlier than that of the Greeks and 
Romans, who were originally a white-skinned long-haired people living 
in the forests of the North of Europe. They came down from there to 
conquer and colonize the peninsulas of Greece and Italy. The people of 
the north—Greeks, Romans and Nordics—are forward-looking people: 
innovators, inventors and also dreamers. It is they who have developed 
science to the point where they study the stars and are now even literally 
reaching out towards them. It may not solely be a two-legged people 
who eventually touch down on the surface of Mars and other planets. 
Perhaps we shall colonize Mars with a four-legged race, able to canter 
across its sandy wastes with no problems at all, and of course a four- 
legged man or woman will be far better able to withstand the enormous 
gravity of Jupiter than a two-legged one. Jupiter may indeed pose spe- 
cial problems. Perhaps we shall need more legs than four in that envi- 
ronment. Beetles, spiders and crabs may show us the way to operate six 
or eight in perfect synchronicity, never having to think about them and 
never getting tangled up with them. Or we may have to emulate the cen- 
tipede or the millipede with a hundred or a thousand legs, all propelling 
us forwards with our stomachs barely raised above the surface of the 
ground. 
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The more you think about it the more you realize that the whole of 
creation is in fact an enormous experiment. All the myriad creatures in 
existence are trying out different new ways to present themselves and see 
which best helps them survive. Legs are only one facet of it. The octo- 
pus has eight tentacles but only one eye, in the center of its forehead. We 
have two but they both stare straight ahead. Birds, fish and deer have 
them on either side of their heads, giving them effectively 180° vision. 
Perhaps we have all been birds, fish or deer at some time in our past, be- 
fore our present lifetime, and no doubt centipedes and crabs and spiders 
too. One wonders why we chose our present upright, two-legged stance 
for our appearance now that we are supposed to be the most intelligent 
and intellectual species on Earth, the crown of creation. 

And that brings us right back to Jim’s dilemma concerning what he is 
to do and just how he is to live in this two-legged world. Just look at the 
way people do live. We may be supposed to be the most intelligent and 
intellectual species there is but go to any supermarket and there you will 
see women, ladies, sweeping and polishing the floors with heavy vacuum 
cleaners with revolving polishers on them. You trip over the cords as 
they tangle your two feet as you look at their faces. For it isn’t the work 
so much as the faces of the women that are the real tragedy. There is a 
deadness on them. 95% of her isn’t there. Perhaps it started by them 
thinking of something else, daydreaming, fantasizing, counting the min- 
utes till knockoff time, but gradually the part that wasn’t doing the work, 
all 95% of it, just shut off or shut down altogether. And it has stayed that 
way. It can’t all switch on and bring them fully back to life as soon as 
cight hours of polishing or whatever other work they do is over. All 
right, they can watch TV or go to a film and say Hallo to their husbands 
and give them a half smile, but all real life has gone out of them. And it 
is the same with practically all other work that our world, our society, 
sets up for people to do. Look at the cashiers as you come out of the su- 
permarket. At one time cashiers had to be able to count; they had to add 
and subtract and know exactly how much money they had and how much 
was going in or out; but not today. Now they have a calculator with but- 
tons to press. The less they think about it the better, as far as manage- 
ment is concerned. They don’t even haye to look at price tags on what- 
ever the customers are buying. Each one has a bar code on it and they 
press that close to a scanner till it goes pip or squeak and a long state- 
ment of money due comes out of the cash machines. Then the customer 
presents his or her notes or coins and the cashier types down the amount 
and the machine automatically flashes up the change due. Again, the 
rule is: ‘Don’t think about it’. This is an automatic world. The more you 
think the more trouble you’ll cause. They think it makes things easier but 
actually as it gets easier and easier, each subtraction of thinking is really 
a little death. For the vast majority of people ours is a dying world, a 
world sinking into automation. Every home is filled with a TV machine 
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demanding intense but unthinking attention for more and more hours of 
everyday. Even the politicians at the top are only thinking about what 
must go into those machines, to hypnotize the viewers and prevent the 
horrible risk that people will think other thoughts about other subjects 
than those decreed to keep us slipping even further down the slipperty 
slope towards no thought at all. 

And that’s where Jim comes in. That is why he was born with four 
legs. “What have four legs to do with thinking?” you ask. “Just about 
everything” I reply. If you have four legs in a two-legged world you'll 
think and think and think and think. You'll realize you’re different from 
the moment you wake up till the moment you go to sleep again, and even 
then you're likely to dream about it. And there’s something else as well. 
Everyone else is noticing it. That’s why they turn around to look as you 
walk or canter by. A moment of horror comes over them. “How awful if 
I was like that!” they think. But they had to think just to think that. And 
perhaps they’Il dream about it too. And as they do that a new kind of re- 
alization may begin to dawn, a dream of a future in which they too could 
be freed from this rigid, precariously balanced, two-legged world to can- 
ter across grasslands or through woods in sun and wind and rain. Some- 
thing in them may begin to long for that future, away from floor polish- 
ers and automatic cash machines or whatever else they have to do during 
an 8-to-5 day as a wage slave, with nothing better to look forward to than 
the TV when they come home, or else anxiously working out precisely 
what has to be done to keep everyone else securely cemented into that 
routine, out of terror at the atomic-fission-like explosion that might occur 
if people were ever to awake and really become free. 

Yes, once you have the courage to look straight at it and no longer 
automatically shut it out as unthinkable or horrific or improper, you be- 
gin to realize that that must be the direction towards which future evolu- 
tion is inevitably leading us. We are all going to have four legs. We shall 
stand erect but we shall be really stable, confident and secure on our four 
feet. And we shall be happy, for we shall feel free as we race up and 
down the wide corridors of our futuristic trains or gallop to work that is 
no longer repetitive and meaningless but a stimulus to the minds of extra 
terrestrial beings—for we shall realize that that is what we truly are. And 
when we fly, it will no longer be cooped up in narrow tubes with pack- 
aged food brought to us every few hours, as in a hospital, forbidden to 
move except to go to the toilet. Today it is only the tramps and bag la- 
dies who have a semblance of real freedom as they have neither TVs nor 
deadening jobs to earn money to pay for them, yet of course they are to- 
tally dependent on handouts of food and old clothes from those trapped 
in the universal servitude, just in order to survive. But in that future that 
is beckoning to us, we shall fly. The sturdy backs needed to anchor four 
legs securely, with all their sinews and musculature, will also support the 
wingspread we have always longed for, to be able to soar like the eagle. 
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Our present backs are too weak. 

Jim was born thirty years ago in industrial Coventry, regarded as a 
horror by the doctors and nurses who delivered him and by his family 
when they saw him, but actually he is the first step towards a future for 
us all, more wonderful than anything we have ever dreamed of in heads 
supported precariously on only two legs. He is not just a prophet but the 
first actualization of the way evolution is leading us. Thank you Jim. 
You live a troubled life but really it is worth it, and we love you for it. 


THE HOROSCOPE 


Jim, the four-legged man 
2:45 PM BST (1:45 PM GMT), 21 August 1970 
Coventry, England: 52N24, 1W30 
Rectified to 1:44:16 PM GMT 


The chart for Jim’s birth is an interesting and instructive one. Readers 
will at once notice the placement of the ) and », in T and 8 respectively, 
in the 6" house. Jim’s four-legged condition is inevitably regarded as a 
disorder or illness, and indeed %’s involvement in a fixed T-square with 
the © on cusp 10 (equal houses) and ¥, just rising, shows it to be a heavy 
cross to bear. The ) is in trine to the ©, and her placement in T shows 
how he does regard himself as a pioneer, yet she too has a dissociate op- 
position to } in the 12" house, only just over 1° from exactness. Y is in 
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Tl, the sign of surgeons, showing how they would have loved to operate 
had there been any chance of an operation being successful to tum Jim 
into an ordinary two-legged human being. In my view, I am glad there 
wasn’t. 

¥, the planet of everything strange, not in an aggressive way like \ 
but just by being there challenging all our preconceived opinions, like a 
new religion, is also in Tl, for in effect Jim cuts into our preconceptions 
of what is normal. Moreover, he won’t go away. You have only to see 
him walk down the street and watch everyone turn round to look at him 
to realize he is an innovator of the first water (Il\’s triplicity). 

We must stop thinking of # and \ as malefics. They are there to open 
up the rigid, suffocating round of personal and family life and conven- 
tional society that otherwise repeats itself to infinity, becoming ever 
more hidebound, accepted, and enforced as obviously and morally 
‘right’. XX does it with an external jolt, but ¥ is like a mirror held up in 
front of us, open at the top to emphasize the fact that he imposes no lim- 
its— there are none. 

We must also take note of the close conjunction of ? with PB, right up 
there on the Midheaven, from which they make a strong trine to the 6" 
house %. Such a configuration is an indication of intensive, careful 
thought (¥ and P are in Tl!) directed towards an upheaval that may shake 
the foundations of our whole being, as well as of external society (the 
Midheaven). Jim has been forced to feel his differentness right there in 
his guts (II rules the intestines) ever since he was a tiny child, and he still 
feels it. But he has not succumbed and bucked up under it. Instead he 
feels ever more strongly, each new day of his life, that today is going to 
be an upheaval and a new start in self affirmation. He is the four-legged 
man, and since he was born that way, created that way, he knows there 
must be a reason behind it all. He has a role to fulfill — a role that may ul- 
timately shake our two-legged world to its deepest foundations. 

@ is strong in her own sign + but weak by aspect. She falls precisely 
at the midpoint of the O-¥ square in a semi-square fan, but otherwise has 
no aspects whatever. The ) too is void of course, at the very end of T. 
Jim is very warm-hearted and will go impulsively out of his way to help 
others but it is very doubtful if he will ever marry. All long-term rela- 
tionships with members of the opposite sex inevitably cause trouble be- 
cause the woman concerned sooner rather than later finds herself the butt 
of jokes from all her friends, while her terrified family gives her inces- 
sant horror warnings. Jim has to face it — ) in T is a loner, even though 
with 2 in = he does smile and relate, up to a point, with everybody. But 
it is only as friends — 11" house. 

What of o up there in the 9" house, near the EH 10" cusp? (The © is 
right on that cusp.) 

o has an exact square and parallel to 6" house ®: from Q (heart and 
back) to 8 (the neck). 
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Probably that is where it all comes from, for o’ rules the 6" house 
(EH) and the back and neck are just those spinal parts where he differs 
from all of us ‘normal’ human beings. Yes, by definition, it is an afflic- 
tion, an illness, and if the doctors and surgeons had their way Jim would 
probably have been subjected to all kinds of operations and manipula- 
tions causing unending discomfort and pain. By a miracle it didn’t hap- 
pen. Jim’s family are religious and even though his father has had to take 
perpetual care to uphold his respectability and reputation as a chartered 
accountant, his sense of duty to God has come first. Both of his parents 
believe that since God created Jim this way they must submit and accept 
it. They have done it dutifully rather than lovingly, but they have donc it. 
And there has always been that one aunt who did love him, totally and 
unreservedly. 

I think much of this is shown by the ). She is right on the cusp of the 
EH 6" house with an extremely close trine to the ©, and she has parallels 
to o’, » and P (all four of them are within one degree of declination). The 
parallel aspect has the same unifying effect as a close conjunction, while 
leaving each body involved in it free to occupy a different house and zo- 
diacal position, indicating different life spheres and occupations, all of 
which become interlinked with it. The ) rules the 9" house by Equal 
House, the house of religion, philosophy and travel, so all of Jim’s pain 
at his supposed deformity, along with his struggle to force a way out of it 
by means of an upheaval in his thinking, become linked in an T self- 
asserting way as the religion and philosophy of a new four-legged breed 
of man, a philosophy that may yet encompass the world. 


When Will My Friend Come Home? Continued from page 29 

When will she come? I took the timing from the number of degrees 
between the ) and 9 — 10° — so I judged that my friend would come 
home to England around 16 July. This was confirmed by the fact that the 
aspect between 2 and 4, Sophie and her home, perfected on 18 July, by 
which time 2 would be in her own triplicity. 

In the event, Sophie came home by air ambulance on 16 July, as pre- 
dicted from the )’s trine to 2. Although her recovery was extremely 
slow, she was eventually restored to good health and continues to be well 
at the present time. 
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Neptune & Pluto: 
Transpersonal Stages 
of Development 


GREG BOGART Php 


‘gagam E ARE INSPIRED by )k to innovate and 
A q individualize in order to serve the 
(@4f evolution of humanity. The individual at 
S/S) this level of consciousness receives 
inspiration for experiments and discoveries with a 
more than personal significance. K represents the 
beginning of the transition beyond ego. The 
individual begins to be electrified by the power of 
the universe, inspired by the universal mind and the 
spirit of invention. With ¥ we reach a stage when we 
transcend the physical and mental limitations of ego- 
centered awareness and begin to experience our limitlessness. awakens 
new faculties of consciousness and draws us farther into transpersonal 
stages of development. 

Jn addition to the need for fulfillment in love, sex, and relationships 
(2 and "), emotional contentment ()), and development of mental acuity 
and intellectual depth (? and 4), two primary developmental challenges 
are to achieve stability within the social order (4) and freedom to express 
our individuality (). But interwoven with these varied developmental 
processes is the human yearning for transcendence, for the peace that 
only comes from experiences best described as timeless, ecstatic, sacred, 
or mystical. These non-ordinary states are associated with ¥. 

¥ is the planetary symbol of inspiration, that unexpected and inexpli- 
cable infusion of vision and creative insight that sometimes comes to 
writers, artists, musicians, entrepreneurs, or creative people from all 
walks of life. Our highest human attainments in the arts and sciences 
originate in the realm of intuition and imagination represented by ¥. 

We cannot ignore its importance in human development. ¥ symbol- 
izes the expansion of our consciousness into dimensions beyond the 
mundane, material world — whether through the imagination, dreams, or 


' Excerpt from Therapeutic Astrology: Using the Birth Chart in Psychotherapy 
and Spiritual Counseling. Berkeley, CA, Dawn Mountain Press, 
1996.Information available at www jps.net/gbogart/dawnmtn. html . 
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religious experiences. It represents our longing for spiritual unfoldment 
toward the state of enlightenment or Self Realization. As a step toward 
that end ¥ usually induces a process of alchemy in which we feel our- 
selves dissolving. Often this is associated with a fear of losing control or 
a sense of having no boundaries. If we are able to overcome our fear of 
dissolution, the need to be somebody special may suddenly seem less 
important and may begin to fall away as we become aware of a great 
Light within us. Under the influence of ¥, we transcend our thoughts, 
desires, and self-concepts, our minds become breathlessly serene, and we 
merge our very being into pure consciousness, the divine presence, eter- 
nal Being. As we learn to dwell in this vast inner silence, a radiant, form- 
less, infinite awareness begins to manifest — the Atman, the Self. 

¥ shows us glimpses of this state, which so many spiritual traditions 
teach us is the goal of our existence; a state in which we become aware 
that we are boundless and luminous, with access to intuition and inner 
vision. Neptune is associated with exploration of the non-ordinary states 
of consciousness that have been studied most extensively by transper- 
sonal psychologists. As writers such as Ken Wilber, Michael Murphy, 
and Frances Vaughan have shown, most Western psychological theories 
view the emergence of a mature, stable ego as the highest developmental 
stage attainable, ignoring huge regions of our potential human evolution.” 
Part of the mission of transpersonal psychology is to describe and un- 
derstand experiences transcending ordinary ego awareness and space- 
time boundaries. 

According to Dr. Stanislav Grof’, these transpersonal states include 
identification with other people, groups, or entire nations, even with 
other species or the biosphere itself; past life recall; memories of the his- 
tory of the earth; memories of the lives of our parents or ancestors; kun- 
dalini awakening; communication with the deceased; ability to see auras; 
experiences of clairvoyance, telepathy, or other psychic phenomena; con- 
tact with animal spirits; channeling; UFO visitations; intuitive decipher- 
ing of universal symbols; and experiences of the Creator and of cosmic 
consciousness." ¥ is the symbol of the fact that movement into the trans- 
personal realms described by mystics and seers is a natural part of our 
evolution, even if only a few consciously embrace this process. Under 
the influence of ¥ we may be drawn toward the state of spiritual libera- 
tion, inner illumination, or union with God described in many mystical 
traditions. But $ can also manifest symptomatically as dependency dis- 


°K. Wilber, The Atman Project (Wheaton, IL: Quest Books, 1980); F. Vaughan, 
The Inward Arc (Boston: Shambhala, 1986); M. Murphy, The Future of the 
Body (Los Angeles: Tarcher, 1992). 

* Stanislav Grof born 5:55 PM UT, 1 July 1931, Prague: SONOS, 1425, 

*'S. Grof, The Holotropic Mind (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1993). 
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orders, difficulties coping with the material world, absorption in fanta- 
sies, delusions, and hallucinations, or peculiar ideation. While ¥ some- 
times evokes periods of conscious spiritual expansion, in other instances 
it can reduce the person to a state of disorientation, helplessness, passiv- 
ity, addiction, withdrawal, or inability to function. Counselors need to be 
prepared for the fact that at times clients will exhibit symptoms of an 
inexplicable weakness, devitalization, or loss of focus that is often di- 
rectly correlated with transits or progressions involving ¥. 


Carl Jung 
7:30 pm LMT, 26 July 1875 (source: his daughter) 
Kesswill, Switzerland: 47N36, 9E19 


Perhaps the classic example of such a 
process is the case of Carl Jung, who experi- 
enced a_ serious psychological and 
professional upheaval while transiting ¥ 
passed over his Descendant and natal © — 
the period he called his "confrontation with 
the collective unconscious." ° Jung was 
flooded with visions, bizarre and often 
prophetic dreams, and psychic phenomena. 
His fantasy life became so active that he was 


>. G. Jung, Memories, Dreams, Reflections (New 
pp. 170 ff. 
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compelled to withdraw for extended periods to his castle at Bollingen, 
Switzerland, where he gave his unconscious mind free rein through 
drawing, painting, dreamwork, mythological studies, and building with 
stones. He experienced visitations of an ancient Gnostic spiritual teacher 
named Philemon, and he penned a book called Seven Sermons to the 
Dead through a process of automatic writing.® While this was a tumultu- 
ous and confusing period in Jung’s life, it was the time of his most im- 
portant discoveries and insights. 


¥ and Locus of Control 

To understand the developmental challenges associated with ¥, it is help- 
ful to consider Julian Rotter’s concept of locus of control, which 
appears in two forms. An external locus of control is the belief that what 
is happening to us is governed by external forces. An internal locus of 
control is the belief that what is happening is governed by our own ef- 
forts and skills, indicating a feeling of control over events. Our sense of 
locus of control greatly affects our behavior. People with an internal lo- 
cus of control tend to get higher grades in school, take better care of 
themselves, and are generally more successful. Those with external locus 
of control are more prone to what psychologists call "learned helpless- 
ness," a construct that describes the plight of persons who are hopeless, 
passive, and unable to make effort to cope with their problems, even 
though they possess sufficient abilities and resources. Learned helpless- 
ness is the belief that nothing we do matters or helps our situation. It is 
closely associated with depression, which is often due to the feeling that 
we cannot influence circumstances. This is a ¥ problem. ¥ can paralyze 
our sense of motivation (¢") and personal effectiveness (*), often making 
us feel helpless and out of control. While ¥ passed over his natal %, 
David was unable to define social ambitions or to bear any responsibili- 
ties. During this period he was confused, uncertain about his direction, 
and unable to make decisions about a job or career path. Many people 
associate astrology with an external locus of control, the view that our 
success and failure is due solely to fate and planetary influence, rather 
than to our own intelligence, talent, and efforts. But ultimately astrology 
teaches us to overcome learned helplessness and to develop a more inter- 
nal locus of control. We learn that the planets are inside us, representing 
parts of ourselves, and that our own skills, intelligence, and actions affect 
the outcome of our confrontations with these planetary forces. We learn 
that the entire drama of development is taking place within our own psy- 
ches. Each planet evokes particular kinds of events and situations that 
challenge us to grow and change, enabling us to develop new awareness 


6 § Hoeller, The Gnostic Jung and the Seven Sermons to the Dead (Wheaton, 
IL: Quest Books, 1982). 
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and to become more integrated. For example, through confrontations 
with external authority figures, we develop our own sense of discipline, 
structure, and responsibility (4). ¥’s visitations reveal to us our living 
connection with the entire cosmos, the one consciousness that we share 
with stars, clouds, mountains, ducks, snakes, and deer. The developmen- 
tal goal of ¥ is to awaken this expansive sense of communion with all life. 


¥, Faith & Self-Consecration 

Through the influence of ¥ we come to recognize that there is a higher 
order, intelligence, or purpose directing our lives. We can call this the 
will of the Great Spirit, the unfolding of karma, or the Tao, the natural 
way of things. No matter what we call it, this realization awakens faith, a 
trust in life’s unfolding. This attitude is known as surrender. 

While ¥ was opposite her ©, a woman named Vicki became unable to 
focus on her clerical job and ultimately quit to dedicate herself to a new 
career as a spiritual healer and educator. Despite the precarious financial 
situation in which this choice placed her, she felt compelled to make this 
decision, as if commanded by a higher Law — the truth of her being. 
While it seemed to be a very impractical (¥) path to take, Vicki felt 
guided from within to pursue this work, which she felt would truly be of 
service to others. 

During transits or progressions involving #, what matters most is that 
we surrender ourselves deeply. In the state of confusion often associated 
with ¥ we do not know what is right, we feel unclear, and we are often 
unable to mobilize our will to act. However, if we learn to steady our- 
selves by developing a faith that is beyond the anxiety of our rational 
minds we may have the experience of consciously merging our will with 
the will of the universe. Often at such times we are aware that we are 
being swept along by invisible, mysterious forces much larger and more 
intelligent than ourselves. Over time we grow more willing to let go and 
trust the currents of our destiny. The oceanic tides of ¥ wash some things 
in our lives out to sea, into nothingness; yet in their wake everything is 
fresh and clean. We begin to trust the goodness of life and the grace and 
mysterious assistance we sometimes receive from unseen sources. 

A woman with transiting ¥ 
¢ her Descendant felt that her 
marriage was disintegrating, 
that she and her partner were 
drifting apart and avoiding (#) 
true intimacy. She hung on 
through a period in which she 
thought of leaving her 
husband, but somehow her will 
was not strong enough to take this course of action. She only desired that 
whatever happen now be for the highest good of both of them and of all 
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beings. In the midst of her state of uncertainty, she sat to meditate one 
day and had a clear vision that there was no fundamental difference be- 
tween her husband and herself; they were, in essence, one being. She 
surrendered to the marriage, devoting herself to her husband, and they 
felt themselves begin to merge on the deepest levels of their seventeen- 
year marriage. They began to love each other more than ever before, and 
together they entered a state of ecstasy, #’s greatest gift. 

¥’s influence brings about a major change of personal commitment; 
for in the moment that we relinquish our egoist striving and desires, we 
begin to naturally dedicate our lives to service. Dane Rudhyar called this 
the act of "self-consecration to the whole," and considered it an essential 
turning point in the path of transpersonal living.’ I myself experienced 
this many years ago when I was living in a noisy, crowded, dirty city. 
One day, while transiting was exactly conjunct my natal #, I walked 
the pavement searching for a job. At one point I cried out silently in 
prayer, "Let me do something with my life that will contribute to the 
healing of the Earth." In that instant, I felt a wave of bliss come over me, 
my prayer meeting with an immediate response of blessing from the uni- 
verse. In such moments we experience a softening and turning of our 
hearts, which often leads to visions, dreams, and intuitions about how our 
lives and actions can be most helpful to all beings. 

Many psychologists and therapists view the idea of surrender or self- 
consecration as an aberration, the sign of an exaggerated religiosity, 
a weakening of the ego, or an avoidance of the struggle to will ourselves 
into existence as individuals. In contrast, the astrological perspective is 
that there are stages in our development when we are ready to step be- 
yond the struggle for survival, the quest for social status, the search for 
human love — times to taste states beyond form, beyond time, beyond 
ourselves. ¥ is a symbol of the fact that we can claim these others dimen- 
sions of our human inheritance, the vast potentials of mind and con- 
sciousness that most of us have not recognized before. $ teaches us the 
value of turning within and opening to the touch of Spirit, the descent of 
grace. Its lesson is that there is a depth of healing that only comes from 
journeying to the highest places of vision, from attunement to super- 
conscious realms; and from awakening a peaceful, altruistic heart, filled 
with what Buddhists call maitri, or universal friendliness. 


Plutonian Initiation & Transpersonal Growth 

’s lessons are only grasped when its activity is coordinated with that of 
P. In order to experience unity with the universe, we must first be tested 
to see if we can perceive our oneness even with our worst enemy. B and 
¥ operate as a pair, representing the two main facets of transpersonal de- 


Mp) Rudhyar, Beyond Individualism (Wheaton, IL: Quest Books, 1979). 
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velopment. If represents the revelation of the light, then B is the revela- 
tion that comes from confronting the darker, hidden side of life. ¥ is the 
transpersonal ideal, the vision of unity, enlightenment, and universal 
compassion. P is the ordeal that tests us in preparation for the transper- 
sonal life, purifying us of self-centered 
intentions and motivations. ¥ shows us 
glimpses of perfection and the awak- 
ening of more far-seeing ideals; yet ¥ 
leaves large corners of our personalities 
unseen and unperfected. P counteracts 
the tendency of ¥ to be in denial, 
showing us the things that are inside us 
that hinder us from attaining our 
highest potentials. EP uncovers and 
eliminates the three poisons® of greed, 
hatred, and delusion, which obscure our 
natural clarity and openness — the serenity, vision, and universal con- 
cern that ¥ symbolizes. P rules fixation; it shows us where our con- 
sciousness is fixated so that we can free ourselves. It may reveal our ob- 
session with wealth or an object of desire; it may evoke possessive jeal- 
ousy. By bringing this material into the light of consciousness, P tries to 
bring about the refinement and upliftment of our character. Isabel Hickey 
wrote that PB is the catalyst of a process by which the person becomes 
"the servant of the real Self and take[s] its proper place as a channel 
through which the power of the Essential Being can flow." ° In her view, 
"Pluto is the death of the separated self." It teaches us "to die to the self 
and be born to a Self." It asks us "to be willing to be nothing on a per- 
sonal level," to awaken humility, and to use our will appropriately. She 
observes that, "Every seed must be buried in the darkness of the Earth 
before it can break out of its shell and come up into light." Thus, P’s in- 
fluence tends to bring extremes of light and dark: construction or de- 
struction; illumination or obsession; wisdom or struggle. Hickey notes 
that it is often through painful experiences that we are able to grow into 
the light.'° 

I view B as the planet of deep reintegration, metamorphosis, radical 
shifts in our consciousness, and experiences of rebirth. Its goal is self- 
mastery and increase in our personal power and effectiveness. When 
transiting P opposed her ©, a young woman left her parent’s home for 
the first time to go to college and shed her old identity as a cynical, 


* The doctrine of the three poisons is a fundamental teaching of Buddhism. 

° |. Hickey, Astrology: A Cosmic Science (2nd edition) (Sebastopol, CA: CRCS 
Publications, 1992), pp. 285, 287. 

'0 thid., p. 292. 
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alienated teenager, becoming a hopeful, energetic woman with an active 
social life and well defined career goals. When transiting P squared his 
natal ©, a lawyer began to make more money than ever before and won a 
highly publicized case in which he faced down a corrupt lawyer on the 
opposing side. This latter example illustrates the fact that sometimes B 
asks us to confront corruption or criminal activities. In some instances, B 
manifests in more extreme ways, through facing difficult circumstances. 
As I write these words, transiting o” and P are conjunct. In the past week 
my house was burglarized, my neighbor’s car was vandalized, another 
neighbor was robbed at gunpoint, and yet another was involved in an 
incident of domestic violence. A major forest fire has just devastated a 
large area of the beautiful park at Point Reyes in Marin County, Califor- 
nia, These are not uncommon Plutonian events: crime, trauma, violation 
of personal boundaries, and destructive acts of nature. Also, my septic 
tank exploded all over my front yard; PB rules sewage, the return of the 
repressed, and the breakdown of all structures that are no longer working. 

Developmentally, E refers to the way the individual responds to the 
tragedies that are an inevitable feature of history and human existence. It 
rules bigotry and racism. Under the influence of P we may experience 
historical events that are manifestations of ancient hatreds that sustain 
feuds spanning centuries — for example, the mutual animosity of some 
Jews and some Arabs, or the hatred that fueled the war in 
Bosnia-Hercogovina. P strongly influenced my father, who is one of the 
generation of soldiers that fought the battles of World War II, most of 
whom were born between 1915 and 1925 and had natal B placed in the 
early degrees of G. My father’s P was placed at 10° &. In 1945, at the 
conclusion of the war, transiting » was in early &, passing over his natal 
P and that of his entire generation. His perspective was radically and ir- 
revocably changed as the horrors and atrocities of Nazi genocide and 
mass incinerations were uncovered, and the world witnessed the devas- 
tating nuclear bombing of Japan. Through confrontations with cruelty 
and brutality, fascist politics, violence, and death itself, PB teaches us ap- 
preciation for our freedom and the preciousness of life. However, the 
situations often associated with B are also capable of evoking lasting 
malice and mistrust, feelings that can become toxic to us if they aren’t 
purged and relinquished. Technically P doesn’t symbolize an individual 
stage of development. It is the symbol of our participation in an ongoing, 
all-human initiation in which we are faced with the choice between ha- 
tred and love; between seeking power and personal gain at the expense of 
others, or joining others in unity and shared commitment. 

Responding to ¥ we may wish to be selfless, loving, and forgiving. 
But when we meet the test of B, we often face situations where it seems 
impossible to love and forgive, where it is easy to feel wounded and an- 
gry. P’s initiations often evoke such feelings in an attempt to raise us up 
from our animal nature, which reacts to life according to the law of the 
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5:00 AM EST, 3 September 1951, Cincinnati, Ohio: 39N09, 84W27 


Betty 
1:19 PM EDT, 5 October 1952, New York,. NY: 40N43, 74W00 
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jungle: fight or flight, eat or be eaten, an eye for an eye. P shows us the 
outcome of meeting life on these terms: mutual destruction, rage and de- 
spair, seething resentment, death in life. It offers us opportunities to learn 
to respond according to a higher law: $s compassion, the ability to for- 
give. Sometimes P’s tests involve painful events — deaths and bereave- 
ment, being mistreated by another, material setbacks, or loss of reputa- 
tion. A woman with P in the 2" house in & was swindled out of money 
in a real estate deal, when transiting opposed natal 8. A man named 
Richard with P in his 4" house lost his whole family in the Holocaust. 
Richard underwent a lengthy struggle in which he came to grips with the 
pain of his losses. When transiting B passed over the Ascendant of a man 
named Benjamin, seven of his closest friends and relatives died within a 
ten-month period. Such Plutonian situations are part of our existence as 
humans. 

Although we may wish only for Neptunian light, visions, and inner jour- 
neys, B’s ordeals smash our egos ruthlessly. Often it is the wounds suf- 
fered through events like these, past or present, that occupy a client’s 
attention. George and Betty, a couple in their early forties, came to see 
me while George was undergoing chemotherapy treatment for cancer. 
Since they were born within a year of each other, they were both experi- 
encing transiting P in TI, C natal P in Q, and transiting » in = & natal P. 
George also had solar arc B ¢ natal %, and Betty’s progressed © was 
square natal 2. George was fighting for his life and Betty was facing the 
possible loss of her husband. This was the first time something of this 
magnitude had happened to them. Neither of them had ever suffered a 
major illness or faced the death of anyone close to them. George began to 
see the futility of his strivings for power and status through his corporate 
career. He was filled with a sense of emptiness. Their unexpected en- 
counter with illness and possible death forced upon them a critical 
choice: sink into despair or completely reevaluate their lives. At first, 
both of them just wanted to ventilate all of their bitterness that life had 
dealt them such a cruel blow. However, the potential finality of the situa- 
tion forced George to consider all the ways he had never truly lived fully. 
Several major changes resulted from this. First, George began to exercise 
regularly and enthusiastically. Then, he and Betty decided to go on an 
extended trip to Europe and another in Hawaii. They realized that they 
had to live now, while there was still time. They took up yoga and for the 
first time began to taste inner freedom. They healed some long- 
simmering disputes in their relationship that had been a source of discord 
and mistrust. Mysteriously and miraculously, George’s cancer went into 
remission — after the P transits had passed. He had seen the face of 
death and its air of finality and this awakened him to the impermanence 
of life and the need to drink it to the fullest. His encounter with B ended 
up catalyzing a profound experience of renewal. This story illustrates that 
while we may not understand the cause of such unfathomable events, we 
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always have the power to respond with courage and to welcome the 
transforming possibilities of every crisis. 

Another example of a Plutonian situation that lead to a positive trans- 
formation and empowerment is that of a woman named Gwendolyn, who 
had natal P in the 10" house and transiting B o her Til ©. At this time, 
Gwen was pressured to accept a demotion during a hostile corporate 
takeover and major reorganization of her company — quite Plutonian 
events in themselves, Gwen fiercely fought the takeover, then ended up 
taking a position with a competing company that offered her a significant 
salary increase and greater job prestige. One of P’s tasks is to teach us, 
when necessary, to navigate skillfully in the world of power. Through B 
we gain an awareness of how power operates in society, especially 
through the agencies of government, banks, corporations and other influ- 
ential interest groups. 

When the progressed © was opposite his natal P in the 11th house, a 
man went through a transformation of his social perspective (11th house 
Pluto) as he participated in a class action lawsuit against a large corpora- 
tion that had released toxic pollutants into the atmosphere. At first he 
became angry and cynical as he recognized that the corporation had no 
sense of social responsibility and would resort to all possible measures to 
avoid paying for their actions — even to the point of trying to destroy the 
reputation of key witnesses in the case. This situation led him into an 
enduring affiliation with an influential grassroots political organization 
(Bin 11"). 

The misuses of power that we often face through the influence of B 
are not limited only to such large-scale abuses, but may instead result 
from confrontations with the hurtful, wrongful actions of individuals — 
for example through experiences of betrayal. A dentist was reported to 
the state licensing Board by an employee after a casual conversation in 
which the dentist mentioned that he occasionally smoked marijuana; so- 
lar are o& was conjunct his natal P. While transiting B squared her natal 
2, a woman discovered that her boyfriend was sleeping with her best 
friend. A woman went to court after her husband beat her, when transit- 
ing B passed over her Descendant. A man who stood to inherit a consid- 
erable amount of money from his mother was shocked when his uncle 
challenged her Will in court, leading to a protracted legal battle. Transit- 
ing » was opposite his natal P at the time. The lesson of P is that, as we 
witness some of the worst actions human beings are capable of commit- 
ting, we are forced to recognize that these are our own shadows — that 
we, too, are capable of such actions. Through confronting situations like 
these, we see the hidden side our own personalities — our abusive or 
hurtful tendencies, our obsessions and compulsive behaviors. P is the 
symbol of the deep personal growth that results from integrating this ma- 
terial. By facing our own unconscious in this way, not only do we be- 
come more self-aware; we also become less eager to demonize others 
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and to see them as inherently inferior or inhuman — attitudes that are at 
the root of bigotry and violence in society. P teaches us a fundamental 
lesson about the karmic law of action and reaction — that if we hurt oth- 
ers we ourselves are hurt. By showing us the effects of improper, unethi- 
cal, or insensitive actions, P strengthens our resolution to use our powers 
and capacities properly, reverently, free of the desire to do harm, Yet P 
also shows us that we cannot afford to be naive, that sometimes we must 
fight for what is right. 

A classic example of a Plutonian crisis is seen in the case of Doug 
and Patricia. Doug had been in business for many years. For some time 
he had worked in partnership with William, a man whose work habits 
were considerably different than his own. William took ten to twelve 
weeks of vacation every year, and worked part-time hours. Doug took no 
more than two weeks off every year and worked ten hour days, some- 
times six days a week. Yet, the two men evenly split the profits from 
their business. Eventually, Doug made the decision to stop dividing the 
proceeds equally, as William obviously did not do an equal share of 
work. Subsequently, William sold his half of the business. Now, six 
years later, William was suing Doug and his wife Patricia for fraud and 
embezzlement. He was trying to extract a large amount of money from 
them and was dragging them through a lengthy trial, in which Doug and 
Patricia were forced to submit for review all of their financial records for 
the past twenty years — a hellish ordeal. They felt they were being sued 
unjustly, and that William was trying to ruin their lives for no good reason 
other than greed and malice. They had already spent over $50,000 in 
lawyer’s fees. At the time, Patricia had transiting X o° her natal ) ¢ Bin 
& in her 7" house (open enemies). Patricia was in a turbulent emotional 
state (D), fearing that they were in danger of losing their home (@) and 
all that they had worked for. This was an unprecedented marital crisis 
(7" house P). Yet Patricia and Doug learned that, no matter what might 
happen with this lawsuit, they still had each other. Nothing except death 
itself could take away their love. They became more deeply committed to 
each other, sticking together through the toughest time of their lives. 
Doug had transiting B o his natal 9 in 8 in the 7" house. The lawsuit 
threatened their marital finances (6, 7" house), and brought them into 
conflict over money with an old friend who had now become an adver- 
sary. In addition, Doug’s natal © in T closely squared B in ©, and both 
of these planets were being closely aspected by transiting in 6. During 
this X contact to B, Doug was encountering an unscrupulous person who 
was trying to exploit his financial success. With $ in the 10" house, 
Doug was a deeply spiritual man who did volunteer work with substance 
abusers and dying people. He did not understand what he had done to 
deserve this kind of terrible predicament. A devout Christian committed 
to love, compassion and nonviolence; he struggled with the angry and 
vengeful feelings that were stirred inside of him by William’s lawsuit. 
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Doug 
8:25 PM PST, 15 April 1935; San Francisco, California: 37N46, 122W25 


Patricia 
3:50 PM PST, 25 August 1935; Oakland, California: 37N48, 122W16 
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While originally Patricia and Doug sought astrological counsel for pre- 
dictions of the outcome of the lawsuit, I encouraged them to focus on 
trying to understand the meaning and purpose of these events as a form 
of spiritual initiation. Because of the B transits they were both experienc- 
ing, I explained that they were being forced into a confrontation with the 
dark side of humanity, which in this case took the form of another per- 
son’s desire to willingly injure them. The goal of this process, I felt, was 
for them to face evil without becoming evil themselves, and to defend 
themselves fiercely without succumbing to hatred. They knew they had 
ample justification for feeling bitter and resentful, yet they aspired to a 
higher ideal than to hate. They began to view their situation as a meeting 
with the collective shadow, which had meant the end of innocence, yet 
could also yield deep wisdom. Doug and Patricia scoured their souls, 
examined their own actions and motivations, and felt genuine remorse 
for past actions that were hurtful or unjust. They meant no harm to Wil- 
liam and wished only to resolve their differences. Later they settled the- 
case out of court, for a large but not devastating sum. They lost a great 
deal financially and in terms of emotional stress and drain of time and 
energy. But they had gained greater appreciation for their still good life 
and a deeper sense of closeness. Above all, they had been confronted 
with a situation that tested their capacity to love. 

P teaches us that our goal is not to dissolve into Neptunian ecstasy 
and mystical experience. Rather, its lesson is that, having perceived both 
a higher order of unity and the divisive effects of hatred, we can act in 
the world with the right motivation, free of the desire to control or injure 
others — powerful but not power hungry. P confronts us with the vio- 
lence and cruelty of both nature and humanity, in order that we become 
free of violence and cruelty. P liberates us from these poisons so that we 
might become truly human. As J alluded to earlier, this is not to deny that 
under some circumstances outrage can be healthy. In some instances P 
challenges us to confront injustice and bring the truth into the light of 
day. 

The chart of the Dalai Lama shows 2 closely conjunct the Ascendant 
and @ and widely ¢ ©. He has fought 
courageously against the Chinese invasion and 
occupation of Tibet since 1959, bringing human 
rights abuses (murder, rape, torture) and the 
destruction of temples and monasteries — 
monuments of a priceless cultural tradition — to 
the world’s attention. Yet he has done so 
without advocating violence and without losing 
sight of the essential humanity of the Chinese 
— however wrong their actions and policies 
have been, and continue to be to this day. Read- 
ing his books and hearing his lectures, | am 
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always amazed at how free of malice, bitterness, and hatred he is, even 
though his entire life has been dominated by the violent decimation and 
exile of his people. The Dalai Lama also has ) closely ¢ ¥, symbolizing 
his great compassion, his selfless dedication to the service of his people, 
and his living embodiment of the ideal of Buddhahood. He is a religious 
teacher (» in }{ in 9" house), a political leader and activist OK in 10"), 
and a monk dedicated to his spiritual practices (© in 12"). With the © in 
a Grand Trine with + and the 9" house », he is a man of wisdom, moral 
strength, and spiritual authority. His life demonstrates how sometimes 
the worst of circumstances brings out the best in us. He exemplifies a 
higher level of psychological and spiritual development to which all of 
us can aspire. 


The Dalai Lama 
6AM 6 July, 1935 
Takster, Tibet: 29N43, 91E41 


'l ‘The Dalai Lama’s birth date and time are widely disputed. Lois Rodden (as- 
trology’s leading authority on the accuracy of birth data) uses data cited ina 
letter from the office of his Holiness, the Dalai Lama, and also cited in his 
Autobiography, Freedom From Exile. Other birth dates for the Dalai Lama that 
have been offered are July 6, 1933 and December 18, 1933. The birth data used 
here, July 6, 1935 at 6 AM, is from L. Rodden, Astrodata JJ (Tempe, AZ: 
American Federation of Astrologers, 1993). 
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Finally, let me note in passing that P is sometimes associated with 
death-rebirth experiences, including passage through the perinatal states 
described by Stanislav Grof, one of the foremost researchers in the field 
of transpersonal psychology. Dr. Grof has extensively documented the 
process whereby an individual experientially relives four stages of bio- 
logical birth and their corresponding psychological and emotional 
states.'? In the first two of the "perinatal" stages the individual re- 
experiences the peace of the intrauterine state of unity with the mother 
and then the sense of suffocation, entrapment, and loss associated with 
the onset of labor and initial birth contractions. In the third perinatal 
stage, the individual experiences a surge of intense aggressive and sexual 
impulses and images corresponding to the fierce, violent struggle of the 
infant to pass through the birth canal. According to Grof, this is associ- 
ated with a psychological state characterized by intense excitement, 
arousal, agony, and explosive, "volcanic ecstasy." In Grof’s view, the 
fourth perinatal stage is an experience of conscious ego death and psy- 
chological rebirth that can propel the individual into extraordinary trans- 
personal states of consciousness —such as journeys into pure light, ex- 
periences of being in God’s presence, hearing the voices of angelic 
choirs, identification with all human suffering, revelations about the uni- 
verse, and visions of wrathful demons and divine beings. While I believe 
that Pluto governs the entire process of psychological death and rebirth, 
its influence seems to conform especially to the themes, symbolism, and 
fierce struggle of the third perinatal stage.'* A person whom I know had 
the experience of consciously reliving his birth during a holotropic 
breathwork workshop led by Dr. Grof. Transiting B was conjunct his [0) 
at the time. 

Together, ¥ and P introduce us to some of the most transformative 
stages of growth that can be addressed in psychotherapy. Understanding 
the principles represented by these two planets allows us to form a com- 
plete picture of human development, and to foster the emergence of its 
full, multidimensional possibilities. 


". §. Grof, The Holotropic Mind, and Beyond the Brain. 

'S Ina lecture given at the Cycles and Symbols Conference in San Francisco on 
July 28, 1990, Dr. Grof and his colleague Richard Tarnas reported correspon- 
dences between natal and transiting planets and the perinatal content evoked 
during sessions of deep, experiential psychotherapy. They associated the initial 
perinatal stage with ¥, the second perinatal stage with ®, the third stage with P, 
and the fourth with XK. 
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DOUGLAS SMITH 


LIVE ON a hundred-acre property which is mostly maple bush, 
but my house itself sits in open pasture. Taking pride in keeping 
the land around my house free of trees, I have scythed down the 
encroaching poplars and established pathways through the tall 

grass with my heavy-duty lawnmower. Of great comfort to myself, with both 
© and ) in &, is the fact that my nearest neighbor cannot be seen from the 
house, while my brother, who owns the adjoining property, is also out of 
view. On cloud-free nights the galaxy transects my roof, unobscured by light 
pollution. 

My vital signs being good, I was left to ponder what P transiting my 4” 
House cusp would bring, apart from the traditional interpretation of actual 
physical death. Since that passage was first to occur mid-January in 2001, I 
made a special effort during the previous autumn to strengthen my domicile, 
replacing the front deck and installing two floor-to-ceiling wine-racks in the 
basement, hoping in the latter instance to weaken a plutonian thrust at my 
foundation with deliquescent, neptunian vibrations. 

Facing to the west, my study window allows a view of the hillside, at the 
crest of which runs my property-line. By the middle of January the snow was 
already heavy upon the land, and I was readying myself for a demanding 
writing task. But one afternoon, looking up from my word processor, I saw a 
single tree on the far hillside suddenly thrash about then topple to the forest 
floor. An interval followed, then a second tree met the same fate. Two such 
events could not be the effect of wind, especially since the snow before my 
window had stirred not one whit. 

With E exactly conjoining my IC, I had reason to fear the worst. I drove 
to my brother’s place and told him what I had seen. He said that he had 
heard the sound of chainsaws all that day. We put on snowshoes and tracked 
back along the property line, only to encounter Darryl, the logger, heavy at 
work operating his skidder. Darryl was chomping on a cigar and grinning 
savagely. 

We had met once before around New Year’s, when Darryl was in the 
process of dozing a road into the adjoining lot. Darryl took a few moments to 
express his opinion about some exotic folk known as “tree-huggers.” 
Refusing to take the bait, we invited Darryl to come down to either of our 
homes for a cup of coffee, so that we could reach an amicable agreement as 
to where the property line ran. 

Darryl had not bothered to follow up on our invitation. 


67 


Smith: Log Jam 


Looking up at Daryl seated on the skidder, ] warned him not to go after a 
nearby yellow birch. I told him for sure it was on my property, and that I 
would fight him for it if he did. Yellow birch pays top dollar as veneer, and 
this was a big tree. 


490] Le 


Inner wheel Outer wheel 
Author’s natal chart B transit’s natal IC 
11:10 AM EST, 21 June 1944 Noon, 13 January 2001 
‘Toronto, Ontario, Canada Blairhampton, Ontario 
43N39 79W23 45N00, 78W41 


Darryl was noncommittal. Grinning with an unlit cigar sticking out of the 
left corner of his mouth, he wheeled his dozer about, leveling saplings as he 
returned to the cutting site on the adjoining lot. 

Because Darryl did not seem to be a totally trustworthy character, my 
brother, my wife and myself carried out an impromptu survey that weekend, 
trying to establish by line of sight where the boundary line actually lay. 
Darryl had apparently removed some orange tape already placed there for 
that purpose, so we decided to cut permanent blazes on the trees. 
Unfortunately, we got confused in a dense cedar swamp and deviated our 
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survey line onto the adjoining property, where the logging was taking place. 

On the following Sunday, January 21*, with transiting P separating a few 
minutes from my IC, we walked the boundary line again, only to find that 
the yellow birch had been cut down, along witha score of less valuable trees. 
There was general devastation, as can only happen with large-scale logging, 
trees being uprooted, splintered and gouged. 

Darryl clearly had not heeded my warning. 

The obvious recourse was to inform the 
police, and a constable was sent out the very 
next day. A young fellow, he brushed aside 
my offer of snowshoes. We trudged back to 
the cutting site, the constable, burdened with 
pistol and radiophone, sinking to his knees 
with each step. He had with him a spiral 
notebook but no camera, so I took it upon 
myself to collect photographic evidence. 
Obligingly the constable positioned himself at 
the farthest extent of Darryl’s incursions. I 
took his picture, a puff of breath for a face. 

Though the western face of my property 
was a sorry mess, I thought to myself 
jubilantly, if that is all that B brings, I can 
handle it! 

Alas, when the constable came to lay a 
trespass charge against Darryl (which at $69 
was less than the average traffic ticket), the 
latter showed him the fresh blazes we had made. Standing amidst acres of 
general devastation, Darryl argued that my blazes were as destructive as 
anything he had done. The one infraction thus canceled out the other. 

Satisfied with Darryl’s reckoning, the constable then and there tore up the 
trespass ticket, letting Darryl, his distant kinsman, go scot-free. 

Late into February, with P one degree inside my 4 House and o* 
approaching the cusp within eight degrees, I drove to the local police station 
to get the file number of the trespass charge, so that I might be in a stronger 
position to bring a small-claim action against the miscreant logger. The 
constable, however, was out on patrol. 

On the following Sunday, just after 8 A.M., with ? opposing my 17° Q 
&, the same constable phoned me to say that he had dropped the trespass 
charges, and that I should try to resolve the matter in a more neighborly 
fashion. “Name a fee for your damages,” he said, “and I will relay this to 
Darryl.” 

To be phoned by the police at that hour was more than a little 
intimidating. Now the cops were against me too. Perhaps, if I didn’t play 
ball, they would not come to my defense in future. Maybe they would even 
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shoot my two dogs, both of which are wide-ranging hounds. Without my 
morning coffee, in a spirit of abject defeat, I said I would accept two 
hundred dollars as an out-of-court settlement. 

Only a brief discussion with my brother and his partner was enough to 
clear my mind. That evening I phoned Darryl to rescind my offer. And there 
at loggerheads we stood. 

With o entering my 4" House two weeks later, around the middle of 
March, my rage was rekindled, yet I felt there was little that I could do. 
Outrage inhibits creativity - or at least calm historical reflection -- and my 
writing project was left unattended. 

Eventually, at the o’ retrograde station I submitted a lengthy complaint, 
including a sheaf of documents, to the Professional Standards Bureau of the 
Ontario Provincial Police. I asserted that an “old boys” understanding had 
deflected a just outcome. With no substantive reply, by the summertime I 
began to worry that my resolve to secure justice had fizzled out. 


T WAS in the days before the full moon in @ that I began to gather 

strength and to reflect anew on my situation. And it was on the 

very day of that aspect, 5 July 2001, that I consulted a reputable 

scaler concerning the probable value of the timber which Darryl 
had appropriated. The scaler was immediately helpful. With his calculations 
in hand, I drafted a small claims action amounting to roughly $1,000. That 
same evening I handed the court documents to Darryl, just as the full moon 
in ® was rising on the Ascendant of his location. Darryl was watching TV 
all by himself. At the door, in accepting my envelope he visibly sagged, as if 
he were lobbed a cannonball. 

Leaving no stone unturned, I next contacted Darryl’s forestry association, 
the president of which acknowledged that Darryl was but a “part-time 
logger.” His admission encouraged me to consider pressing for Darryl’s 
debarment, should my claim not be swiftly resolved. From a posture of 
weakness I had in short order mustered an offensive capability embracing the 
police, the small-claims court and the loggers’ association itself. To these 
three I might also add yourselves, a veritable legion of sympathetic readers. 

Though often quite ruthless in its function, P in % fundamentally 
demands resistance in the face of injustice. By confronting a very brash 
demon with all my strength on P’s first passage, I trust that when in 
November the outermost planet again conjoins my IC, I will be in a position 
to offer my home as a center for regeneration, a place that welcomes 
liberating vision. 


70 


Astrology: The Manifesto, part 3" 
PATRICE GUINARD, Ph.D. 


A Structural Model for Astrology 


We do not intend to designate thereby a collection of fully 
formed and immutable structures, but rather a group of matri- 
ces from the basis of which emerge structures that all relate to 
a single whole. 

(Claude Lévi-Strauss: L'homme nu) 


HE DEMISE of traditional ontology has been the cause of a 

widespread disenchantment of the world (Alexandre Koyré). 

The decline of global concepts such as "Nature" and "Cos- 

mos" have prepared the emergence of Structure. What has 

been lost along the way in that substitution is the interde- 

pendence between man and his environment in a world that has become 

acosmic due to the abolition of any similarity between the microcosm 

and the "macanthrope" (Paracelsus). This circumstance has arisen from 

rejection of the notion of a universal harmony within which everything is 

interconnected and "inter-expressive," and from the intrusion of an an- 

tinomy, one might say an antipathy, between the visible and the invisi- 

ae ble, where the latter is de- 

bunked. It is up to the modern 

world to come to terms with this 
new conceptual avatar. 

The notion of structure, 
beginning with the received idea 
of a general organization of 
elements forming a totality, has 
been enriched and modified by 
its passage through disciplines 
as different from each other as 
are ethnology and mathematics, 
biology and sociology, 
linguistics and psychoanalysis. 
Structure interprets reality as a 
web of relationships among an 
unlimited number of elements; 


' Translation by Matyas Becvarov 
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furthermore, it supposes that none of these "anonymous" elements in and 
of itself has a direct and individual relationship to the whole. In this sup- 
position, Structure becomes acosmic. Michel Serres defines the concept 
of structure in contradistinction to the concept of model, which is an il- 
lustration or realization of structure: 


A structure is an operational ensemble of indeterminate mean- 
ing ... grouping elements, in whatever number, the content of 
which is not specified, and relationships, finite in number, un- 
specified with regard to their nature, but the function of which 
is defined, as well as certain operative results with regard to 
the elements. By supposing, then, that one specifies in a deter- 
mined way the content of the elements and the nature of the re- 
lationships in question, one obtains a model (a paradigm) of 
the structure: which latter is thus the formal analogue of all the 
concrete models which it organizes."” 


From its beginnings, astrology has met with various structures (the 
Zodiac of the Babylonians in the 5th century B.C., the Septenary and the 
system of Houses devised by the Greeks, etc.), but because of the practi- 
cal considerations to which they lead, emphasis has been placed on mod- 
els, to their detriment. Consequently, it is important to reorient thinking 
on these matters, from which proceed all attempts at formalization. I des- 
ignate the four cardinal structures of astrology, which appeared as early 
as the time of the Greeks, by the terms Planetaries (the ordered ensemble 
of the Planets), Dominion (the structured ensemble of the Houses), 
Cyclics (or the structured ensemble of the Cycles, Aspects and Planetary 
Ages), and, to be quite sure, Zodiac (the structured ensemble of the zo- 
diacal signs). 

These structures derive from an archetype that seems to be universal: 
that of the four modes of the differentiation of reality by consciousness. 
The Kantian naturalist Jakob von Uexkiill (1864-1944), a precursor of 
ethnology, identifies by the term "milieu" (Umwelt) the result of a spe- 
cific division of reality through perception: each organism creates its mi- 
lieu and constructs its experience as a function of the initial conditions of 
its own perception.> Moreover, ethnologists have recognized the exis- 
tence of four fundamental notions in pre-literate societies, four primor- 
dial categories of mind which lie at the source of cultural activity and 
social organization: 

1. undifferentiated higher powers or mana, 
2. the physical arenas under their possession 


? in La communication, Paris, Minuit, 1968, p. 32. 
3 Jakob von Uexkiill, Mondes animaux et monde humain [= Animal Worlds and 
the Human World], French translation from the German, Denoél, 1956. 
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3. the instances of their manifestation, and 
4. their ordered distribution among human beings, who consti- 
tute the beings and objects of Nature.* 

In this view, then, reality is a continuum that perception differentiates in 
four specific modes. The study of animal behavior has enabled the reali- 
zation that each species, and each individual as well, follows its own 
path. The study of human culture has demonstrated that it also follows a 
quaternary logic. 

The "permanent frameworks of mental life"* result from an intuitive 
conception of what one can call conditioning milieus, these being En- 
ergy, Space, Time and Structure, which the Greeks designated by the 
terms kratos, topos, kairos and cosmos. Consequently, any manifestation 
of reality induces specific transformations of perception in the fields of 
energy (differentiation of forces), of space (differentiation of locale), of 
time (differentiation of moments and of phases), and of structure (differ- 
entiation of forms, or what is more, the coordination of forces, locales 
and moments). Each object is a complex agency of a given combination 
of force/structure and space/moment. 

Physics maintains this concept by means of its four fundamental no- 
tions: mass (the measure of quantity of matter), length (measure of 
physical size), time (measure of duration) and temperature (measure of 
molecular motion and of the organization of matter). Mathematics as 
well, however, with its repertoire of numbers, geometric figures, analyti- 
cal functions and algebraic groups offers analogies to the energetic, spa- 
tial, temporal and structural concepts of physics. Hence, Crystal is a 
more developed representation of a primordial, original and archetypal 
predisposition. 

A similar quadripartite division may be observed in the organization 
of languages: verbs (which indicate action, transformation, or stability); 
nouns (which designate an object, substance or person and localize them 
in a certain sense); adjectives and adverbs (which indicate quality or 
conditions of a situation temporally variable in nature); and syntactical 
terms such as prepositions, conjunctions and pronouns (which organize 
discourse, establish relationships between elements and characterize 
speech contexts). 

Crystal, Code and Matrix obey the same structural laws. In fact, the 
four conditioning milieus generate, with regard to astrology, an equiva- 


WS 


* Cf. Marcel Mauss, "De quelques formes primitives de classification" in Année 
Sociologique, 1903; Oeuvres, Minuit, 1968-1969, 3 vols.; and especially, Emile 
Durkheim, Les formes élémentaires de la vie religieuse, 1912; Paris, P.U.F., 
1968. [English translation published as The Elementary Forms of Religious Life; 
New York: Free Press, 1995.] 

* Emile Durkheim, Les formes élémentaires de la vie religieuse, 1912; Paris, 
P.ULF., 1968, p. 628. 
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lent fourfold distribution, by means of: 

1. Energetic polarization, 

2. Spatial organization into houses, 

3. Temporal periodicities, and 

4. Structural differentiation. 
Hence, we have the Planets, the Houses, the Cycles and the Signs of as- 
trology's structure. The planet is to astrology what the number is to 
mathematics, and what the verb is to language; the astrological house is 
the functional equivalent of geometrical figures in mathematics or the 
noun in a language. Similarly, signs, cycles, houses and planets, un- 
equally distributed in a natal chart, each figure into their own psychic- 
astral perspective, their own world, in which they reflect the relationships 
they maintain with the external world. 

The astrologer who is adrift in loose symbolism is often incapable of 
distinguishing the ontological difference between a zodiacal sign and a 
planet. In fact, astrological elements operate in each person's conscious- 
ness according to specific modalities. Planetary forces translate a per- 
son's modes of perception and his parsing of the environment based on 
the state and the transformations of his potential for activity. Astrological 
houses translate into astrological terms a person's points of actualization 
and integration with the environment, i.e. his instances of existential en- 
gagement and points of departure. Cyclical indicators (aspects, transits, 
etc,) translate a person's modes of evolution and his temporal probabili- 
ties. Zodiacal signs translate a person's modes of reaction and behavior, 
and of identification and aspiration, as far as they synthesize the other 
factors mentioned. To state the matter in another way: Planets represent 
one's modes of perceiving of reality; Houses represent modes of relating 
to the perceived reality; Cycles represent modes of variation which occur 
in those relations; Signs represent modes of fixation after the variations 
have stabilized. 

It is structure that distributes the elements and active agents of astrol- 
ogy: forms, moments, locales and forces are ruptures within a single 
continuum, scissor cuts into the fabric of reality. Planetaries, Dominion, 
Cyelics and the Zodiac participate in the same Matrix from a different 
angle.’ Decidedly, there is nothing but planets in "the astrological heav- 
ens." However, a planet operates simultaneously as an energetic force, as 
a domain of locality, as the phase of a cycle, and as a zodiacal form, be- 
cause it participates in all four conditioning modes of organic integration; 
and for the living being, no structure exists which is not integrated. If 
Houses, Cycles and Signs can appear as the spatial, temporal or struc- 
tural modalities of effective planetary elements, the Planets themselves 


© This is why the astrological theory of rulership seems to be the keystone of the 
entire structure. 
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are the obvious signals of the process of polarization. Similarly, if it is 
valid to conceive of reality from the angle of energetics (i.e., the primacy 
of force, matter and tangibility), or space (i.e., the result of fields of at- 
traction and repulsion), or even temporal (i.e., the result of cycles of 
variation), it is nonetheless from the standpoint of structure that these 
various differentiations present themselves. Furthermore, it is structure 
that shows this differentiation to be quadripartite by including itself as 
the fourth and final category. 

Ina similar fashion, that which characterizes astrological structure — 
and distinguishes the structural modes of mathematics and language — is 
its periodic nature (a point ignored by Serres' definition). The Zodiac is 
an annual cycle, Dominion is a daily cycle, and planetary cycles have 
various periods (e.g., a month for the lunar cycle, twelve years for the 
cycle of Jupiter, thirty years for the cycle of Saturn, etc.). The various 
qualities associated with the signs, planets and houses recur after deter- 
minate periods. Contrary to the movement of a pendulum, the cycle of 
respiration, or the rise and fall of the tides, all of which represent a sim- 
ple to and fro, the astral cycle represents a true alternation of independ- 
ent phases. It is this circularity that confers upon astral structures their 
homogeneity. 

This cyclical structure is imprinted on the neural organization, which 
reproduces the periodic variations of the planets. Neuro-psychological 
integration of geo-solar rhythms translates itself into a continuous psy- 
chic stimulus — astral incidence — and into a structuring of the nervous 
system through pre-conscious mental states, which in turn give rise to 
psycho-mental representations. The composite of a structural astrology 
lies in the assignment and coherent organization of these psychic "veo- 
tors" which underpin mental representations, in that they always result 
from the mediation between those inner states and the resistance to them 
in a human being's consciousness, stimulated by pre-conscious impulses 
and enervated by a contingent physical environment. 

Astrological symbols are made active within operative structures by 
matrix-based thought. However, these structures do not have a determi- 
nate meaning in and of themselves, despite the inevitable mediation of 
some cognitive process. The structures are antecedent to all interpretive 
systems and specified contexts, which fact explains the extreme plasticity 
of astrological discourse. Hercules must complete twelve labors.’ Astro- 


? The idea that Nature, the Universe-God, and more specifically the stars, are the 
basis of all ancient cults, mythologies and religions, has been put forth by the 
Scorpio historian Charles-Fran¢ois Dupuis (1742-1809) in his work Origine de 
tous les cultes, ou Religion universelle (3 vols, Paris, H. Agasse, an III [i.e. 
1794}): "All peoples have upheld the idea that the cause of all that which hap- 
pens, is born and grows here below is to be found in the stars." (vol. 1, p. 83) Cf. 
the same work for the relationship between the twelve labors of Hercules and 
the zodiacal signs. [An English translation of Dupuis' work has appeared as The 
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logical symbology is systematic ipso facto by virtue of its internal cohe- 
siveness and functional interdependence. Locales, lodged in structure, 
predetermine the elements that will inhabit them and the functions of 
which they become representative. The articulation of symbols pre-exists 
the determination of their content. Any meanings put forth are effects 
(i.e., simultaneously consequential products resulting from the act of per- 
ception) and derive from structural relationships. It is for that reason that 
astrological discourse has shown itself capable of adaptation to the most 
diverse mentalities and cultural contexts. No other system of thought has 
matched the continuity or ubiquity of astrology, this algebra of the hu- 
man spirit, the presence of which has been found within cultures of the 
greatest diversity imaginable, from the Chinese to the Arabic, from the 
Babylonian to the Hindu. 

The relative permanence of astrological structures® stands in contrast 
to the limitless variability of its interpretative content. Those structures 
underlie various models that the history of astrology is only now begin- 
ning to study after the slow start made at the beginning of the 20th cen- 
tury. There does not exist a single astrology, but rather a pre- 
consciousness within the human being — since that state is imprinted 
into the psychic reality of each person — which is imbued with many 
cultural variables and continues its existence through many diverse forms 
of modeling. There are as many models of astrology as there are cultures 
in which astrology has been cultivated and as there are astrologers who 
have applied to it their faculties of thought. Contrary to the assertions of 
Franz Boll and Carl Bezold (1917), Martin Nilsson (1943), Otto Neuge- 
bauer (1957), or Wilhelm Gundel (1966), astrology is not a creation of 
the Greeks of Alexandria.’ It emerged from the divinatory practices and 
predictive literature of the Akkadians (ca. 2000-1500 B.C.). Mesopota- 
mians already had a long astrological history before the introduction of 
cyclic, zodiacal (i.e., horoscopic) astrology in the 6th and Sth centuries 


Origin of All Religious Worship, New York: Garland, 1984, a reprint of the 1872 
edition published in New Orleans.] 

5 There are important variations within the structures one finds in a single "astro- 
logical culture," particularly with regard to Dominion, the Planetaries and the 
Cyclics. The idea has been put forward that the Chinese, the Egyptians and the 
Hebrews (cf. the 10 Sephiroth of the Sepher Yeshira) and the Valentinian Gnos- 
tics had esoteric knowledge of the trans-Saturnian planets. The Hindu Brhat- 
samhita (paragraph 68) enumerates 10 relationships: those of the 5 elements to 
the 5 planets, those of the Sun and Moon, those of Vishnu, Indra and Yama. Cf. 
Louis Renou, Anthologie Sanskrite, Payot, 1947, p. 363. 

° For example, Wilhem Gundel: "Learned astrology (...) is a child of Hellen- 
ism.", in Astrologumena: die astrologische Literatur in der Antike und ihre 
Geschichte [= Astrologumena: Astrological Literature in Antiquity and Its His- 
tory], Wiesbaden: Steiner, 1966, p. 1. 
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B.C. Astrology evolved much more during its Mesopotamian phase than 
during the period between Ptolemy and Morinus; in the final analysis, it 
is not more Greek than it is Babylonian or Arabic. Similarly, there exists 
a specific form of astrology that corresponds with the cultural realities of 
modern and "post-modern" society of the 20th and 21st centuries. 

What are the minimum conditions for an adequate modern theory of 
astrology? Most decidedly, more is needed than vague spiritualist beliefs 
which echo the old hermetic adage, "what is below is as above," trans- 
mitted to us by the recent revival of interest in Jungian synchronicity. 
Also, more is needed than the act of faith made by empiricists, which 
says, "It works," and even, "It works perfectly," often ascribing that de- 
gree of success to the supposed psychological talents of the interpreter. 
Beyond doubt, we need more than the barbaric tests of astro-statistics, 
whose outdated positivistic assumptions cannot hope to produce any real 
understanding of the subject of their inquiry. A theory of astrology — 
beyond an empirical explanation of the integration of planetary rhythms 
by living matter (which comes from physics and biology) — should be 
capable of producing hypotheses about the possible functioning of those 
processes, and, moreover, should be able to draw consequences from 
them for a conceptual model of astrology. An astrologer may not know 
how planetary indicators operate in fact. He must know, however, how 
they cannot operate. 

Several physical models have recently been proposed. The Italian 
chemist Giorgio Piccardi (1962) has attempted to show the organic inte- 
gration of cosmic rhythms at the molecular level in water, which he sup- 
poses to be the receptive mechanism for terrestrial magnetism." The as- 
trologer Frank McGillion (1980) has supported the thesis that the pineal 
gland integrates planetary rhythms into the organism beginning with the 
third month of pregnancy.'' The biologist Rupert Sheldrake (1981, 1988 
and 1991) has defended the principle of formative causality and supports 
the idea of the existence of a morphogenic field in each organism and of 
a kind of intrinsic genetic memory that is organized through repetition (a 
theory which does not refer explicitly to astrology).'* The biologist 
Etienne Guillé (1983, 1989 and 1990) has analyzed rhythmic activity in 
cells and shows the existence of specific vibratory types linked to plane- 
tary cycles and integrated at the molecular level in DNA." The astrono- 
mer Percy Seymour (1986, 1988 and 1992) has conceptualized a process 
by which the fetal nervous system becomes sensitized through resonance 


"© in The Chemical Basis of Medical Climatology, Springfield: Thomas, 1962. 

'' in The Opening Eye, London: Crventure, 1980. 

" The Presence of the Past: Morphic Resonance and the Habits of Nature, New 
York: Vintage Books, 1989. 

° Lalchimie de la vie [= The Alchemy of Life] and Le langage vibratoire de la 
vie [= The Vibratory Language of Life], Monaco, Le Rocher, 1983 and 1990. 
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with the geo-magnetic field, a system of interactions in which suppos- 
edly planetary gravitational forces play a role.'* 

These theories are squarely rejected by the astro-statistician Geoffrey 
Dean on the pretext that they do not satisfy certain questionable practices 
in astrology. "But in principle all physical theories fail, because they 
cannot apply when the subject analyzed is a company, a country, or a 
question. Physical forces cannot operate on those objects.""* Now, this 
circumstance does not represent failure on the part of the theories in 
question, but rather points to a lack of reflection about the models em- 
ployed. Dean and his colleagues take astrology and its practices as a 
whole, without questioning the coexistence of different models, past and 
present, even within a single astrological tradition. Indeed, any coherent 
physical theory of astrology would permit the elimination of a certain 
number of controversial appendages to the discipline. e.g., the horo- 
scopes of countries, inanimate objects, the practice of progressions and 
directions, etc. 

Dean's ostensible criticism simply legitimizes lazy interpretative prac- 
tices and attempts to reverse the old hermetic axiom. "As below, so 
above": It would not be astral incidence which leads the mind to an astro- 
logical, anthropomorphic'® conceptualization of cultures and human be- 
ings. Rather, these latter would themselves project "upon the heavens" 
their socio-cultural configurations and organization. In addition to the 
fact that Dean's thesis — received, one might add, with particular wel- 
come by the anti-astrological camps and those of socio-ethnological ori- 
entation — has no basis in historical proof, it invests in a spiritualist no- 
tion of astrology which itself seems untenable. 

The structure of any domain of knowledge, according to Deleuze, is 
defined as a "virtualness of coexistence which preexists the beings, ob- 
jects and products of that domain.""” Symbolic astrology is not organized 
on the basis of disparate or contingent content; it is pre-organized by the 
incident elements that predispose its symbols to assume a place within a 
complex of necessary relations. The contents — themselves variable and 
contingent — become differentiated not by their inherent characteristics, 


"4 Astrology: the Evidence of Science, 1988; revised ed., London, Arkana, 1990. 
'S Geoffrey Dean, Peter Loptson and Ivan Kelly, "Theories of Astrology,” in 
Correlation v. 15, no. 1, 1996, p. 24. 


'© Astrology is anthropo-morphic in the truest sense of the term. It is so without 
needing to apologize for the fact, despite the puerile invective of certain of its 
detractors among the rationalists, who happen to be ignorant of the subjectivist 
nature of large parts of scientific thought. 

"” Gilles Deleuze, "A quoi reconnait-on le structuralisme? [= How Is Structural- 
ism Recognized?]" in Frangois Chatelet (dir.), Histoire de la philosophie 
[-History of Philosophy], Hachette, 1973, vol. 8, p. 313. 
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but rather because of the function that they exercise within the model. 
Consequently, the models are always more or less aleatory. The struc- 
tures enable one to model the unknown on the basis of articulations about 
what is known and is stabilized by the model — whence the ability of 
astrology to identify cause in anticipation of effect. The structures that 
underpin the model result from a vision of the Matrix, which itself is si- 
multancously the Gestalt of the structures themselves — or, rather, of the 
same structure declined according to one or another of the four condi- 
tioning modes in which reality may be perceived — together with the 
archetypal mould of the psyche. To state it another way, it is the reserve 
of potential from which can arise variations in the concretization of 
structures. The astral Matrix does not derive from reasoning or experi- 
mentation, but rather emerges like the filigree of an ice crystal; it reveals 
itself and traces its pattern as a function of the state of comprehension of 
the consciousness that perceives it. 


The Astral Matrix & Matrix-Based Reason 


No trendy novel, no synthetic temporal hodgepodge; 

no, the conflict of Achilles with his epoch, 

no synthesis, but rather a ‘distribution’, 

thanks to him! (Robert Musil) 


HE STAR [the astrological body] is in-signia, that is to say, 
an inward sign, or pre-conscious impression. Astrology arises 
neither from a logic of physical causes nor from a logic pro- 
ceeding from the psycho-mental sign. It emerges instead 
from a matrix-based logic, rooted in the forms and distribu- 
tions that come from astro-psychic states, the symbolic agents of which 
are only a means of expression. Interpretation on the basis of synchronic- 
ity, a concept forged by Jung to designate "significant coincidences" be- 
tween the psychic state of the perceiver and the manifestation of external 
events,'* is no more plausible an explanation than that of energetic cau- 
sality. Plotinus, whom Firmicus Maternus considered an adversary of 
astrology, developed the concept of the astro-sign: "The movement of the 
stars announces future events, but ... does not bring them about.""? The 
notions of astro-cause and astro-sign presuppose the separation of two 
associated fields: the field of the celestial and the field of the terres- 
trial/human. In the case of the former there would operate influence, in 


'§ Carl Gustav Jung, Synchronicity: An Acausal Connecting Principle. 
'° In Ennéades I 3.1, French translation published by Belles Lettres, 1964, p. 
28. 
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the case of the latter, coincidence, which becomes difficult to imagine 
without a certain effect by influence. In both instances, the star (or 
planet) is defined as exterior to the organism and is marked by something 
circumstantial or factual. Such notions legitimize a divinatory practice 
that discredits astrology in the long run, given the fact that in the course 
of two millennia astrology, on its own terms, has not predicted in the 
strict sense of the word any major political or cultural event. What is 
worse: such notions take only superficial account of the reality of zodia- 
cal signs and astrological houses, and lead the likes of Kepler, a prisoner 
of an alternative system, to dispense with zodiacal houses and signs in 
the manner of throwing the baby out with the bathwater. 

In the 14th century Europe experienced a marked upsurge of astrological 
prediction simultaneously with the outbreak of several wars, epidemics 
and famines. It was generally believed — and not only among astrolo- 
gers — at the end of the century, hence ex post facto, that the conjunction 
of 1345 caused the Black Death of 1348. Prediction, be it at the individ- 
ual or the collective level, has remained the siren's song of modern as- 
trologers, who failed quite miserably to predict the Second World War”, 
despite the warnings given by the circumstances in Algeria, Indochina or 
the Gulf, Even the scientists John Gribbin and Stephan Plagemann be- 
lieved in the astrological prediction of a devastating earthquake in Cali- 
fornia on the basis of the planetary alignment in 1982.”' They later ana- 
lyzed their error in a work published the following year. And, "curiously" 
enough, two of the most famous astrological predictions of history are 
fabrications. Pierre d'Ailly never in fact predicted the outbreak of the 
French Revolution, nor did Johannes Stoeffler predict a universal flood 
and the end of the world in 1524.” 


20 The unfortunate Léon Lasson announced in 1937 “fifteen years of peace for 


Europe" (in Astrologie mondiale [=Mundane Astrology], Brussels, Revue De- 
main, p. 161. 
*\ in The Jupiter Effect, London, Macmillan, 1974, p. 115. 
?? Thorndike has shown that Johannes Stoeffler (1452-1531) had wrongly been 
credited with — and still is credited with — the announcement of a universal 
deluge for the year 1524 in his Almanach nova plurimis annis venturis 
inservientia [Ulm, 1499]. See A History of Magic and Experimental Science, 
New York, Columbia University Press, 1941, v. 5, p. 181. In a pamphlet 
published in Tiibingen in 1523 the astrologer of Justingen denies ever having 
predicted a flood or encouraged the superstitious astrology given to 
sensationalist predictions. The "Quarrel of the Conjunction of 1524" (<*, 4 and 
% at 9-10° H) has given rise, especially from the year 1520 forward, to an 
abundant literature (reviewed by Gustav Hellman in Beitrdge zur Geschichte der 
Meteorologie [=Contributions to the History of Meteorology], Berlin, Behrend, 
1914, vol. 1, p. 25-67). 

As for the famous prediction by Pierre d'Ailly [Petrus Alliacus, 1350-1420] for 
the year 1789, it remains extremely vague in its formulation: "There will be nu- 
merous upheavals and remarkable changes in the world, primarily with regard to 
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Matrix-based astrology differs in nature from that of divinatory prac- 
tices. It does not have the same cognitive design and does not put into 
play the same set of psycho-mental propensities. It is not more conjec- 
tural — which many practitioners claim to be the case — than it is divi- 
natory, which its adversaries claim to be true, along with Pico. /t reveals 
a reality continually present and familiar to consciousness, but does not 
predict a reality extrinsic to itself. It is not astromantic; it remains con- 
textualized in the matrix-based /ogos, without incorporating the experi- 
mental nomos of astronomy or the manteia of augury found in divinatory 
practice, even though it maintains certain relationships with those 
things. 


5 NICHIRION|T g(r 


Jung insisted on understanding that the principle of synchronicity ex- 
plains nothing, but only permits awareness of the manifestation of mean- 
ingful coincidences. He also rejected the possibility of applying synchro- 
nicity to astrological reality: "Despite the fact that we know nothing ex- 
act about what the validity of a natal horoscope rests upon, it is still no 
less conceivable that a relationship of causal character might exist be- 
tween planetary aspects and psycho-physiological dispositions. Conse- 
quently, one would do well to consider the results which issue from as- 
trological theory as phenomena relevant not to synchronicity, but perhaps 
to causality. Wherever one can reasonably suppose a cause, synchronic- 
ity becomes unlikely in the extreme."** The idea of an acausal connection 
between diverse events has its source in the experiments of Joseph Rhine 
on telepathy and extrasensory perception. The results of Jung's statistical 


laws and religious sects" (in Concordantia astronomie cum hystorica narratione 
[1414], Augsburg, 1490, chap. 60; cited in Laura Smoller, History, Prophecy 
and the Stars, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 194, p. 194). The predic- 
tion is the result of the application of Albumasar’s theories on cycles, in particu- 
lar the grand cycle of Saturn of 300 years (hardly used at all nowadays), equal to 
10 sidereal revolutions. It does not announce specifically the French Revolution, 
but rather the coming of the Antichrist (cf. Laura Smoller, op. cit., p. 105-106), 
even if one might raise the objection that they are one and the same. 


23 Which does not preclude the possibility that true voyants and visionaries may 
predict the future using astrology to support their predictions. We are reminded 
of Nostradamus, who used it in a century in which astrology flourished. 

*4 in Synchronicité et paracelsica [=Synchronicity and Paracelsica], French 
translation published by Albin Michel, 1988, p. 59 (cf. also p. 272). 
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research on married couples should, according to Jung himself, be inter- 
preted while taking into account randomness and the unconscious inten- 
tions of the experimenter.” The statistical result, "desired" by the emo- 
tionally-involved experimenter, would be in part an imaginative projec- 
tion of his own unconscious. That circumstance disqualifies from the 
outset the application of statistics to astrology: "The verification by sta- 
tistical means of astrological 'truths' is open to question, and even im- 
probable. ... Their superstitious use (be it in the prediction of the future 
or in the establishment of certain facts in terms of psychological possi- 
bilities) is fallacious."”* 

Synchronicity is not a model for understanding astrology; it is only an 
interpretation of the occurrence of two events that appear to conscious- 
ness simultaneously, without the reason for their appearance being evi- 
dent. J shaved this morning at the exact moment when the cat scratched 
at the window." There is nothing significant in such a construct. Syn- 

chronicity concerns two synchronous events that I 

interrelate and interpret as being linked by 

1X -— 3 significance. Let us take another example: J fell in 

/ love with Helen when Venus rising was transiting 

M 0. my natal Sun. The position of Venus rising and its 

projection onto the orbit traced by the transit of my 

Natal Sun is not an event, an experiential fact, but rather a calculation, an 

astrological observation, which also represents the result of an astrologi- 

cal theory. The proposition, according to which I have fallen in love with 

Helen, in the present moment, is no longer an external event: it becomes 

a state or condition, an internal event. There is no synchronicity involved 

because there is no external, experiential event, because I do not know 

the position of Venus until I calculate it, and because my proposition of 

causality does not correspond to an empirical observation, but rather to a 
calculation and a theory. 

The uselessness of the Jungian notion of synchronicity for astrology 
puts to shame the tendency of many contemporary astrologers who hold 
it up like a battle sword and claim it as a panacea for the justification of 
astrological reality. Certain astrologers go so far as to believe that it 
could justify the moment chosen for a consultation. As it is defined by 
Jung, synchronicity would be more applicable to Yi King or to so-called 
"“horary" astrology than to natal astrology. Jung, perhaps due to igno- 
rance, does not refer in his writing to the astrological practice of chart 


25 It seems moreover that the most significant "results" have not been analyzed; 
viz. the disproportion in the distribution of conjunctions and oppositions, and the 
minimums laid out for the Sun-Sun conjunction and opposition, the planet of 
social identity. (/bid., figure II, p. 63). 

?6 Carl Jung, in Correspondance [=Letters], letter of 15 November 1958, French 
translation published by Albin Michel, 1996, vol. 5, p. 72-73. 
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calculation for questions.” 

Astrology derives from a paradigm completely distinct from those of 
hermeneutics or physics. The notions of coincidence between significant 
events and of the influence of physical forces do not suit it.* There is no 
"external influence," but only formative internal incidence, that is to say, 
the organization of structural effects consequent to the impression upon 
the nervous system of planetary cycles”. Astral reality does not influ- 
ence the physical; it conditions and shapes the physical. This concept 
invalidates the argument of St. Augustine, taken up anew by Pico della 
Mirandola, in which an astrologer is incapable of determining the sex of 
an individual on the basis of his or her natal chart. A astro-psychic im- 
pression is not the physical imprint of "influences," but rather a transitory 
interior state. There is no chart imprint made at the moment of birth, but 
rather an integration, both conditional and occasional (in the sense of the 
word used by Malebranche), of differentiated endopsychic forms, which 
render themselves manifest by means of their repetition and their fre- 
quency. Astral incidence requires a rhythmic and system approach. 

What then comes of all this with regard to the nature of astrology? It 
is not a science, because it is not subject to the principle of empirical 
proof; its models are not susceptible to "falsification"”’, although they are 
so to a greater degree than that given in empiricist literature a la Popper. 
Astrology is not a religion, because it propounds no revealed doctrine or 
indeed any specific body of belief, and requires neither clergy, temple 
nor ritual. Neither is it a philosophy, i.e. a conceptualization of reality, 
which relativizes the value of a rationality for which the ultimate crite- 
rion of validity is physical evidence. Nevertheless, at the same time, as- 
trology is indeed a type of science, religion and philosophy; i.e., a con- 
ceptualization of reality that requires techniques of analysis borrowed 
from astronomy and that assumes a conviction of the existence of reso- 
nance and response between the rhythms of the geo-solar environment 
and the psyche. Astrology is a specific form of rationality that admits as 


?7 This branch of astrology, called "horary astrology,” concerns subjects whose 
data is not based on birth, but on the moment at which the subject is present for 
analysis. 

28 The many contradictions that result from these notions and the models they 
underpin are the great joy of anti-astrologers (cf. Geoffrey Dean and Peter 
Loptson, "Theories of Astrology," in Correlation y. 15, no. 1, 1996). 

?° Raymond Abellio (in Solange de Mailly-Nesle, L'étre cosmique [= The Cos- 
mic Being], Paris, Flammarion, 1985, p. 119) has understood that there existed 
in the past three conceptions of astrology, hierarchized as follows: casualist or 
"influential" astrology (primary); symbolical astrology (intermediate), "struc- 
turalist" astrology (superior). 


*° Karl Popper takes astrology as the badge of the non-scientific (in Conjectures 
and Rebuttals, London, Routledge, 1963; 4th ed. 1972). 
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a condition a priori the structural differentiation of an archetypal matrix. 
It has recourse neither to experimental reason, nor to faith, nor to discur- 
sive reason, but rather to matrix-based reason. 

It may occur to some that astrology seems like a religion, that it mani- 
fests as a kind of metaphysics, or might perhaps be a critical science in 
its essence, a "quasi-science." These perceptions arise because of astrol- 
ogy's triple nature*! and because it has been thought of as a rival to phi- 
losophy, Christianity and science, for which reason it has been attacked 
successively by the Greek Skeptics, the Fathers of the Church, and by 
modern rationalism. Indeed, the epistemological status of astrology has 
changed according to the standpoint of those who oppose it. For the 
Skeptics Carneades and Sextus Empiricus, astrology merits attack within 
a general critique of consciousness and knowledge, while the Christian 
apologists Tatian and Tertullian abominate it equally with Greek phi- 
losophy as polytheistic paganism. The mechanist philosopher Pierre Gas- 
sendi, the Jesuits Jacques de Billy and Jean Frangois, the Gassendist 
Frangois Bernier, the historian Jean-Baptiste Thiers, the skeptic Pierre 
Bayle, or the Abbé Laurent Bordelon, who represent modern anti- 
astrological rationalism in France, all assign astrology to the domain of 
the irrational and the superstitious.” The rise of mechanist monism 
marks the beginning of the development of modern rationality, an ideo- 
logical conglomeration including emerging science, materialist philoso- 
phy and Christian religion, which is pursued even in contemporary his- 
torical exegesis.* The verdict without trial passed on astrology occurs 
naturally and conjointly with the decline of metaphysics and spirituality 
under rationalist "enlightenment" and positivist obscurantism, or the gray 


*! St. Jerome (3472-420), the translator of the Bible into Latin [known as the 
Vulgate], had a presentiment of this triple orientation when he announced in his 
Prologus galeatus that astrology "is affirmed by dogma, explained by method, 
confirmed by experience." 

» Pierre Gassendi (Animadversiones, including the De vanitate astrologorum, 
Leiden, 1649), Jacques de Billy (Le tombeau de I'astrologie judiciaire [= The 
Death Knell of Judiciary Astrology], Paris, Michel Soly, 1657), Jean Frangois 
(Traité des influences celestes [= Treatise on Celestial Influences], Rennes, 
1660), Francois Bernier (Abregé de la philosophie de Mr Gassendi, seconde 
partie [= Résumé of the Philosophy of Mr. Gassendi, second part], Paris, Es- 
tienne Michallet, 1675), Jean-Baptiste Thiers ( [=7raité des superstitions Trea- 
tise on Superstitions], Paris, Dezallier, 1679), Pierre Bayle (Pensées diverses sur 
la cométe [of 1680] [= Various Thoughts on the Comet], Rotterdam, Leers, 
1682), Laurent Bordelon (De l'astrologie judiciaire [= On Judiciary Astrology], 
Paris, Louis Lucas & Etienne Ducastin, 1689). 

3 Robert Lenoble evokes the "hiatus which exists between astrology and the 
reason of religion and science" (in Mersenne ou la naissance du mécanism [= 
Mersenne, or, The Birth of the Mechanism], Paris, Vrin, 1943; 1971, p. 128). 
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dullness of thought particular to the 20th century. In the span of four cen- 
turies, the perception of astrology's status has changed in step with trans- 
formations in consensus thought and ideological bents — no longer er- 
ror, but rather i/lusion in the 18th century, idiocy in the 19th, absurdity in 
the 20th. 

Matrix-based judgment differs from the synthetic judgment of Kant 
by reason of its requirement for distribution (i.e. assignment on the basis 
of differentiated value) according to the number and nature of the data 
given, as well as by its need for the objectification of reality, of which it 
reproduces the immanent order, even if this order derives in its primary 
instance from the structure of the human psyche. It is not rational, but 
rather metarational, i.c., it presupposes not an adequate representation of 
the concepts and objects of sensory experience, but instead a coherence, 
expressed in symbolic terms, of the internal and external experience of 
reality. The neutrality of matrix-based judgment, i.e., the mode of objec- 
tivity characteristic of its qualitative distributions based on value, differs 
from the mode of objectivity characteristic of science. The experimental 
process of science deconstructs reality and reassembles the constituent 
phenomena according to quantitative criteria. The matrix-based process 
distributes those phenomena according to qualitative criteria. John West 
and Jan Toonder observe that only those people "who have never built a 
cathedral, done a dervish dance, or meditated alone for half an hour deny 
the possibility of such a qualitative difference." These distributions do 
not derive from a philosophical consideration of ideas, nor from a scien- 
tific type of experiment on definite objects of which the variations are 
observed. The distributions are made by the mind directly. They appear 
to consciousness as a consequence of the continual stimulation and psy- 
chic structuring by pre-conscious astral impressions. 

The Czech philosopher and pedagogue Jan Komensky (1592-1670), 
known by the Latin form of his name, Comenius, developed a methodo- 
logical framework for describing reality which present certain similari- 
ties with Peirce's abstractive observation and my own concept of matrix- 
based thought. By means of what Comenius calls syncrisis, a sort of 
global process of analyzing reality, it becomes possible to apprehend re- 
ality that cannot be directly observed by means of examining the reality 
that is apparent to observation, provided that one can distinguish at the 
source of both the same "archetypes." This synthetic critical method op- 
poses the tendency toward the atomization of knowledge and the devel- 
opment of excessive specialization. It does the same for matrix-based 
thought, which orders multiplicity through the use of provisional re- 
groupings. The function of value distribution takes on greater importance 
than the present and contingent representation made of the object under 


4 in The Case for Astrology, 1970; Penguin Books, 1973, p. 137. 
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examination. Archetypes are the parameters or poles for the process of 
value distribution. It is not in the nature of matrix-based thought to pro- 
duce taxonomies in the form of catalogues, inventories or classifications. 
Instead, it insists on the necessity of distributing values in a manner con- 
sonant with its synchronic, diachronic modalities. It does not refer solely 
to the actual state of the perceived reality, but also refers to the preces- 
sion of that reality. As a result, its distinctions are rooted in a twofold 
dimensionality, present and atemporal, of the reality in question. 

Matrix-based reason is by no means a sort of occult quality appropri- 
ate only for astrologers. It operates in thought at all levels, especially 
among philosophers. We have evidence of this in Pythagoras, Plato, 
Paracelsus or Kepler, but also in Democritus (criteria of differentiation 
among atoms), Hippocratus (theory of humors), Aristotle (theory of the 
causes of motion), Damascius (theory of unity), Ramon Llull (theologi- 
cal combinatories), Nicholas of Cues (theory of the ten fields of knowl- 
edge), Campanella, Descartes (rules of the scientific method), Leibnitz 
(universal characteristics), Kant (theory of categories), Hegel, Fourier ... 
As soon as thought proceeds from some source other than discursive 
reasoning, and there appear meaningful distinctions, the provenance of 
which cannot be traced back to discursive logic, then thought is function- 
ing in the matrix-based mode. To put it another way: these distinctions 
derive from an archetypal distribution of values (by 3, 4, 8, 10, 12...) of 
an astro-psychic nature, which conditions matrix-based judgment. The 
astral matrix is in its first instance structured by the principle of four, and 
the matrix itself structures psychic phenomena, which means that it con- 
sequently structures any given set of socio-cultural and psycho-mental 
products. In Mesopotamia, astrology exercised a function more collective 
than individual in nature. Nowadays, astrology has been reduced to a 
kind of individual therapy on the basis of the natal chart. The so-called 
"humanistic" sciences are concerned with planetary cycles and the astro- 
logical approach. One could conceive a methodology for an astro-based 
history, geography, psychology, sociology...* Astral agents modulate 
and structure the human world and are the safekeepers of anthropologi- 
cal knowledge. Matrix-based logic indeed requires a reorganization of 
language and knowledge, a redistribution of mental, social and cultural 
representations, and, consequently, a reevaluation of concepts customar- 
ily used in a unilateral sense or in dualistic terms. 

Every field of investigation, all conceptual problematics, any activity 
of mind calls forth a quaternary archetype at the very point that it relates 
to the human psyche. Astrology is the study of the effects of the quater- 
nary structuring of the psyche, i.e., the quadripartition of reality by the 


35 cf. my doctoral thesis: L'astrologie: Fondements, Logique et Perspectives [= 


Astrology: Foundations, Logic and Perspectives], (Paris I Sorbonne, March 
1993; director Frangoise Bonardel, chair of jury Gilbert Durand). 
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human mind. Four perspectives of irreducible nature, which astral inci- 
dence distributes in specific proportions in the case of each individual, 
pre-exist in consciousness every encounter with experiential reality. The 
perception of these four perspectives is for Carlos Castaneda (1925- 
1998), interpreter of the Bardo Thédol [the Tibetan Book of the Dead], a 
matter of attitudinal equanimity: " To be a nagual implies that one has no 
point of view to defend."** Paracelsus insisted on the quaternary structure 
of consciousness; the quaternary division of the "macanthrope" [primor- 
dial man], astro-psychic in nature, underpins any quadripartition of 
socio-cultural phenomena.’ Since the days of Parmenides and 
Anaxagoras, Greco-European thought has tended to reason by process of 
exclusion. A number of mistakes have resulted from the haste to unify 
multiplicity by putting into place artificial dualities.** In contradistinction 
to dualist problematics, matrix-based reasoning consists of asking one- 
self a priori about the legitimacy of comparison between entities per- 
ceived within a single field of application. 

The matrix-based Jogos is by nature Pythagorean. It derives from a 
metaphysics of the Tetrad and presupposes the co-presence of four 
archetypal forms which guide the world and orient thought. The 
specificity and strength of astro-philosophy lies in its neutrality; it does 
not privilege a particular viewpoint and maintains equidistance from 
each of the four cardinal perspectives, the twelve zodiacal perspectives, 
the ten planetary perspectives, etc. To be yet more precise, equality is the 
mental attitude that consists in conceiving of the "quadriversity" of 
points of view, all the while remaining neutral before the four qualities of 
the human spirit. Therefore, the four psychic tonalities, or inner voices, 
transform themselves into four directions, or conceptual pathways. And 
the center remains veiled, invisible. In that framework, matrix-based dis- 
course appears in its critical dimension as capable of pointing out not the 
errors, but rather the inadequacies and the unidimensionality of voice in 
this or that discourse or cognitive system. It is hence in a position to 
evaluate — and in so doing becomes "judicial" — not what is said or 
thought, but rather what fails to be said or thought. 

To be continued 


* Tn Le feu du dedans [= The Fire Within] (1984), French translation by Amal 
Naccache, Paris, Gallimard, 1988, p. 13. 

37 Carl Jung, Synchronicité et paracelsica [=Synchronicity and Paracelsica], 
French translation published by Albin Michel, 1988, pp. 177-180, 217-222. 

3* Plato deplores the fact that the philosophers of his time do not pay greater 
attention to the number of units which go to compose a given multiplicity: "The 
learned of today say ‘one! at the drop of a hat, and ‘several’ too quickly or too 
slowly, passing immediately from the one to the infinite, whilst the intermediate 
[numbers] escape them." (in Oeuvres complétes: Philébe, French translation by 
Léon Robin, Paris, Gallimard, 1950, vol. 2, p. 557-558). 
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Sabian Aspect Orbs 
Volume II of Astrology, A Language of Life 
by Robert P. Blaschke, 2000 
Earthwalk School of Astrology Publishing. Portland, Oregon. 
243 pages, paper. $18.95 


HIS well-written book introduces a radical new technique for aspect 
interpretation. The author assigns an aspect to every degree of the 
Zodiac and relates the angular difference between pairs of planets to 
the 360 different Sabian Symbols popularized by Marc Edmund Jones 
and Dane Rudhyar. 

The approach is best described with examples. In each of these only the arc 
between the © and the ) will be used. Readers will probably agree that if, as the 
author states, all planets should be considered as always being in some form of 
aspect to each other, one of the more important of these relationships will be the 
one formed between the two lights. 

Louis XVI was born when the © was at 29° 56’ Q and the ) at 7° 52’ Ml. The 
difference between this pair is thus 67° 56’, which Blaschke defines as an apply- 
ing waxing quintile. The Sabian Symbol for 8° II, the associated degree of the 
Zodiac, Aroused strikers surround a factory, seems appropriate for the king guil- 
lotined during the French Revolution. 

His queen, Marie Antoinette, had her © at 10° 04’ TIL and her ) at 29° 59° =~, 
the arc (always taken as faster body minus slower body) is 349° 55’, an applying 
waning conjunction. The Sabian Symbol for 20° X, A table set for an evening 
meal, reminds one of her ill-advised “Let them eat cake” reaction to bread riots 
in Paris. 

This pair of Sabian Symbols does seem meaningful, yet the appropriateness 
of others is often less obvious. 

England’s Charles I, another executed monarch: © 8° 05 #, ) 4° 46’ =, arc 
296° 41’. An applying waning sextile, associated with 27° @: Pilgrims climbing 
the steep steps leading to a mountain shrine. 

Karl Marx: © 13° 56’ &, ) 11° 16° 8, are 357° 20’. An applying waning con- 
junction, associated with 28° }: A fertile garden under the full moon reveals a 
variety of full-grown vegetables. 

Albert Einstein: © 23° 30’ H, ) 14° 32’ %, arc 261° 02’. An exact waning 
triundecile (not an aspect we often discuss) that is associated with 22° : A Chi- 
nese laundry. 

Sir Isaac Newton: © 13° 39° %, ) 2° 08" &, arc 168° 29°. An applying wax- 
ing opposition, associated with 19° I]: A swimming race. 

Adolf Hitler: © 0° 48’ 8, D 6° 38° %, arc 245° 50’. A separating waning 
trine, associated with 6° #: A game of cricket. 

The last so intrigued me that I checked with some of Adolf’s business associ- 
ates. The O-) arc of propagandist Josef Goebbels is associated with A Spanish 
gallant serenades his beloved — that could work, maybe. For Adolf Eichmann, 
who doubtless received several decorations for his courageous endeavors, A sol- 
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dier receiving two awards for bravery in combat. Yet Hermann Goering has A 
woman entering a convent—a clue, perhaps, to something in the life of this jo- 
vial and ruthless Luftwaffe chief that is not well known. 

Finally, at the time of the Hiroshima bombing the © was 13° 08° Q and the )) 
18° 00’ & (see my article on this elsewhere in this issue), which gives an arc of 
334° 52’. This the author defines as an exact waning semiseptile, associating it 
with 5° 4: A church bazaar. 

Robert Blaschke explains his ideas very clearly. His always interesting book 
contains many charts and examples, with the owners of each of these example 
charts eagerly confirming the validity of the quoted Sabian Symbol for an aspect 
(chosen by Blaschke) in their natal chart, and explaining just why it is so mean- 
ingful to them. Readers who use degree symbols (this reviewer does not) may 
find this new book stimulating. —Ken Gillman 


Measuring the Night 
Volumes One and Two 
by Steven Forrest and Jeffrey Wolf Green, 2001 
$19.95 for each volume 
Seven Paws Press, PO Box 2345, Chapel Hill, NC 27516 


thinking how interesting to read live workshop conversations from 
two highly respected, prolific American authors and teachers of as- 
trology. So I eagerly sank into the first volume, unsuspecting and 
innocent for what I was about to get myself into. I shall of course be 
more discerning next time. 

Reading these volumes is like having a private workshop with two powerful 
and commanding transformational coaches in your own home. 

The copious material traverses across such serious evolutionary territory. 
“What we’re aiming to generate here is a kind of astrological ‘Unified Field 
Theory’ of Eighth House/Plutonian/Scorpionic symbolism, one that synthesizes 
psychology, metaphysics and common human experience into one coherent and 
reliable theoretical package.” 

Right away, I wish to warn the reader that sometimes, as in the first chapter 
of volume one, the issues belonging to the House of Secrets can fall off the tilt 
line of respectability as we are rather startlingly exposed. These books cover 
material that is just not usually detailed so vividly with the astrological public. 
Eerie scenarios from private sessions are quickly revealed, similar to case studies 
drawn from the common practices of the psychiatric or psychological commu- 
nity. What kind of writing could possibly be so inappropriate for an astrology 
book? If I gave you an example, it may inadvertently allow the impact to be lost, 
and the impact no matter how crude may actually be necessary to draw you in 
more deeply. Prepare to be rather fiercely, rudely and abruptly awakened. The 
worst criticism is over. 

The two astrologers align together in their passion for what they both ulti- 
mately agree to call evolutionary, or that which leads to the keys of the soul. 
They are willing to go to the depths, like fierce warriors and battle with what is 
there. The topics that come up include repression, oppression, obsession, mur- 
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der, torture, sadism, masochism, addictions, life threatening diseases, revenge, 
humiliation, madness and much more. 

For a few days I was sucked into a curious tunnel of darkness and began ob- 
serving some of the more subtle, nearly impossible-to-change issues as they sur- 
faced conveniently. The fact that a couple of heavy hitter planets are having a 
hay day transiting my own 8" house helps — nice touch Ken. A question arises, 
is life itself life threatening? 

What I wish to make a point of is that discussions of other people’s denials 
and confrontations may provoke for the reader a way to revisit the old habits and 
patterns within one’s unconscious — you see, the message is totally clear, no mat- 
ter how intelligent or well off, we all have an 8", a Tl and a P lurking about 
somewhere, waiting for that moment to take us to the Dark Side. Must you wait 
for the transit to come to do the work? That, I suppose, is a topic for another 
book. 

If you are still reading this, chances are you are fascinated and tempted by 
the opportunity to transform your “evolutionary side”, to take a real undeniable 
look at what looms in the Shadow — perhaps one of the unspoken promises of 
astrological study. 

Across all platforms, recognizing and taking steps to accept and purify our 
faults, heal our wounds and discover the original intentions of our soul will abso- 
lutely move us closer to freedom, to higher realms of union and cosmic con- 
sciousness. The greatest courage is needed here for there is no more formidable 
inner work on this planet that can be done. This is definitely Measuring the 
Night's underlying theme and the underlying gift. 

With lots of humor, thank goodness, and interesting side notes, like an ill- 
tempered 4, you will be accompanied by the guiding light of two men’s long 
evolutionary work embodying profound astrological perception, exceptional 
knowledge of both laws, human and cosmic, as well as pages and pages of con- 
temporary spiritual wisdom. This is our craft; our science; our profession. Take 
pride. —Stephanie Forest 


Two revised editions of best-selling books by Erin Sullivan 
from Samuel Weiser, Inc., PO Box 612, York Beach, ME 03910-0612: 


Saturn in Transit: Boundaries of Mind, Body and Soul 
Paper: 5 4x 8 %, 337 pages. $16.95 


Retrograde Planets: Traversing the Inner Landscape 
Paper: 5 4x 8 %, 427 pages. $18.95 


RIN SULLIVAN is a master at combining astrology, mythology and 
psychology. Her insights and vast knowledge are evident in her well- 
written, comprehensive books. Saturn in Transit and Retrograde 
Planets are two of Sullivan’s books that I first read when they were 
released in the early 1990’s. I jumped at the opportunity to read them 
in their recently released revised editions, knowing that they both contain a tre- 
mendous amount of useful and fascinating information, much more than can be 
absorbed in one reading. The revised edition of Saturn in Transit includes a 
long, new chapter on %’s transits to the other planets; and both books contain 
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new bibliographies and indexes. 

Saturn in Transit: Boundaries of Mind, Body and Soul explores 4 “my- 
thologically, psychologically, philosophically and astronomically.” The book 
takes you through »’s cycles in a person’s life, from birth to old age, covering 
important turning points and their implications. Weaving archetypal symbolism 
and mythology. Sullivan explains %’s significance as it moves through its cycle 
of transits, both to itself and to other planets. Sullivan also discusses 4’s evolu- 
tion as an archetype, it’s movement through the houses, and the significance of 4 
crossing the major angles in one’s chart. 

Sullivan writes, “When we become aware of something of which we were 
previously unconscious, it is usually with a sense of awe and amazement. Yet 
many are the times we look back over a sequence that led up to a moment of 
revelation and see very clearly all that transpired before. Saturn transits mark 
these points of clarification which bring us headlong into reality.” This is how I 
felt reading her wonderful book; insights led to clarification. 

In Retrograde Planets: Traversing the Inner Landscape, Sullivan provides 
an in-depth exploration into the meanings of natal and transiting retrograde plan- 
ets. Sullivan starts by explaining how retrogression works. She includes illustra- 
tions which clearly demonstrate the mechanics of retrogression. The bulk of the 
book explores the significance of retrograde planets natally, by progression, and 
in transit. Astrological charts, interesting case histories, and lists of famous peo- 
ple with retrograde planets are scattered throughout the book. 

In Retrograde Planets’ introduction Sullivan writes, “It is the inextricable 
bond between the planets and their orbits, and their relationship with the Sun — 
the great organizing principle, or the conductor of the symphony — which is the 
foundation of my work in this book.” Sullivan has built on this foundation and 
created a masterful work; probably the most comprehensive treatise on retro- 
grades ever written. 

Saturn in Transit and Retrograde Planets are books that you’ll want to take 
your time with. There’s a plethora of information to digest and you'll miss a lot 
if you try to breeze through them. Erin Sullivan has a profound understanding of 
the astrological archetypes and how they manifest. She has made a great contri- 
bution to the astrological community with these books. If you want to deepen 
your understanding of » transits and retrograde planets, read these books. They 
will reward you with insights that ring true. —Leda Blumberg 


Business Astrology 101: Weaving the Web between Business & Myth 
by Georgia Stathis, 2001 
Self published, available from www.starcycles.com or Amazon.com 
408 pages, paper. $39.95 


ANY times over the last 20 years, people have asked me where to 

find a basic book to introduce them to the application of astrology to 

6M business. I can now recommend Business Astrology 101 by Georgia 
Stathis. Georgia explains how astrology can be utilized on many dif- 

ferent levels. Business Astrology 101 begins by explaining the basics 

that the newcomer needs to know such as elements, qualities, solstice points, 
tulerships, houses and synodic cycles. The last subject is of particular interest in 
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determining longer-term trends. 

The third section of the book will be of great interest to both the beginner 
and the experienced astrologer: techniques and strategies. Planning is related to 
the lunar cycle, and } and % are related to the career cycle. There is a chapter 
about reading the horoscope of incorporation, a much-needed addition to the 
body of knowledge. The case studies are very interesting, such as that of Johnson 
& Johnson and the Tylenol crisis. 

Another chapter deals with the real estate cycle and the process of the real es- 
tate transaction. Many of the lessons are illustrated in two case studies of two 
careers. 

In the appendices, there are worksheets for vocation, corporations, real es- 
tate, and annual planning. There is also a business questionnaire to aid the as- 
trologer in focusing on the client’s needs and in gathering data. 

The book is very well written, in an easy and alluring style. I found myself 
gliding effortlessly from page to page. The advice is extraordinary in the sense 
that it is both practical and still taps into the author’s depth in mythology and 
psychology. Georgia opens up by connecting the fear of growth to 4 and to 
Maslow’s need hierarchy. Chapter 5 relates the mythological signatures of the 
planets to the roles that they play in the business world. My feeling when I 
reached the last page: it was not long enough. | was left with the feeling that 
Georgia has a lot more to teach us. So we look forward to her next book. 

—Bill Meridian 


The Perfect Horoscope 
by John Willner, 2001 
Paraview Press, New York, paper, 321 pages. $17.95 


CCORDING to the author, the majority of horoscopes in current use 

are terribly wrong. Why? Because “spiritual birth times”, which are 

essential to produce an accurate birth chart, or so Edgar Cayce indi- 

cated, occur up to 4% hours before the physical birth. This shifts the 

angles back by one or two signs. Compared with most faulty charts, 
these “perfect horoscopes” match personas with awesome precision and provide 
greatly enhanced forecasting capabilities. 

John Willner explains how to arrive at and verify these spiritual birth times. 
To do so, he rectifies the chart to ensure planets are in the correct houses, that 
the rising sign is appropriate for the individual’s head shape, personality and 
mannerisms, and that secondary progressions with angles advanced at the Nai- 
bod rate coincide with the timing of events. No worked examples are provided 
here, but readers of John’s previous Edgar Cayce's Astrological Revelations will 
undoubtedly welcome this new book, which again follows the guidelines estab- 


lished by Edgar Cayce. 


—Ken Gillman 
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Eric Weil writes: 

In a publicity flyer informing people about Composite Charts, a book 
Townley has recently written, Noel Tyl pretends that John Townley dis- 
covered the Composite Chart technique. This is utterly false. A Mrs. 
Raab introduced the technique in Europe around 1958. As proof, I in- 
clude information published in 1969 in the Tiede Lexikon. The small text 
states that the Schnittpunkt-Vergleichs-Horoskop (the Composite) was 
originally published in the Auskunfisbogen No. 81 on page 1 (That must 
have been around March 1958). 


Was sind ‘Sy’? Fortnerscluftsvergleiche, 
Seko tt tpn ‘gleichs-HNoroskone, nach einer Entdeckung von 
Lieselotte Raab, Aust, Bogen 81 S.1. Man stellt dio 9 des BWI auf den 
Schnittounkt der beiden © © der partner, Ebenso bezel. ASz., MC, > und 
Gesttmen, Diese S\H kennzeichnet; ob Gberhaupt ein enger, Intimer 
| Kontekt und Verkenr zustende kommt (© 6 2 oder 2% im S¥¥) oder ob das 
unmiglich ist und wle der Kontakt endet(Scheldung wenn ¢ O h im. BVH 
usw.). = Das SVi ist das Horoskop der Gereinsamkeit, dessen, was zu- 
stande konmt, wenn zwet SINS werden. Seine Deutung kennzetchnet das 
Zistendekonmmde als harmonisch oder leidwll, Niheres in den welteren 


Ausk, Bogen, insbesondere Aysk. Bogen 92 S 12 117 8.17) 16 163 
175.8.30 ua, 117 8.17) 166 8, 29;16g 8. 28 


Translation: 

What are the SVH (in English, Composites)? Schnittpunkt-Vergleichs- 
Horoskop (Comparison of Partners). (Midpoint-Comparison-Horoscope) 
discovered by Liselotte Raab, Auskunfisbogen No. 81 page 1. One 
places the Sun of the SVH on the midpoint of the Suns of the two part- 
ners. The same is done with the Ascendants, MCs, Moons and all other 
planets. The SVH shows if a narrow intimate contact and relation can at 
all happen. (Sun conjunct Venus or Jupiter in the SVH) or if this is im- 
possible and how the contact ends, divorce if Mars is square to Saturn in 
the SVH, etc. The SVH is the horoscope of the community, or the result 
if two become one. The interpretation shows if the realization is har- 
monic or painful. More about the subject in Auskunfisbogen 92, 117, 
166, 168, 176 and more. 


Note: The Auskunfisbogen were published for many years by the Baum- 
gartner-Verlag in Warpke-Billerbeck (Hannover, Germany). 
—Geneva, Switzerland 


Ken Gillman writes: 
Ican in part confirm Eric Weil’s statement. I first heard of Composites a 
year or two before the technique came to the US. This was at a lecture 
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given by Terry A. Piercey at the Astrological Lodge, London in either 
1968 or 1969. Terry explained that he had learnt it from colleagues in 
Germany. Let’s acknowledge the value of Frau Liselotte Raab’s fine 
contribution, and cease unjustified claims. 

—Goldens Bridge, New York 


Paul F Newman writes: 

Doug Smith's perceptive exposition of the Aquarian Degree Symbols 
(‘The Raptures of Chauncey Gardner', Considerations XVI: 2. May 
2001), made me wonder if he had also analyzed the degree symbols of 
Amun Bey —a very ‘psychic’ set that were recently unearthed on cunei- 
form tablets at the back of a pharmacy in Cairo (and published in the 
equally shadowy British astrology magazine Astrolore in 1998). "A pan- 
fried pork-chop reminds a pilgrim of Cleopatra" being a typical example. 

As Doug is obviously an expert in this hallowed field may I also rec- 
ommend The Wessex Degree Symbols, an unfinished set collectively di- 
vined by a number of astrologers who should have known better, avail- 
able on http://www.wag2000.fsnet.co.uk. 

But the excitement doesn't end there. Just as you thought it was safe 
to browse an ephemeris, a set of Declination degree symbols now exist 
created by Lorraine Exley and my goodself. (See 'The Dec of Cards' in 
‘Mercury Direct’ The Mountain Astrologer June 2001). There's less of the 
"fog obscures a misty plain" stuff here, but more good sound animistic 
inscrutability. 

While the length to which some people will go to produce a new set 
of degree symbols out of thin air may seem nothing short of alarming, 
the turn of the millennium appears to be throwing up these sets on all 
sides, whether we like it or not. 

Or is it all to do with Pat 15 # finally reaching the Groundhog Day 
symbol ? —Dorset, England 


The origin of the 360 degrees, the12 signs & the 12 houses: 

In Sumerian times, circa 3,000 BC, there existed a distance-unit known 
as a danna, which may be translated as “mile,” corresponding to about 
seven of our miles. This unit was used for measuring longer distances 
and became quite naturally also a time-interval: how long it took to travel 
such a distance. With this slight change in the original meaning of the 
word “mile,” it is immediately intelligible how a day can be expressed in 
“miles.” 

Later, some time early in the first millennium BC, when Babylonians 
began to systematically record celestial phenomena, this length-measure 
“mile” was transferred to celestial distances, in the simple way that the 
number of miles contained in one day became equivalent to one revolu- 
tion of the sky. As one day contained twelve of these itinerary miles, the 
circumference of the sky also became twelve miles. 
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With seven of our miles equal to one danna, these twelve danna in a 
day are the rough equivalent of 84 of our miles. Divided by 24, we have 
an average travel time of 32 miles per hour, which is a reasonable walk- 
ing pace. 

Because the mile (danna) was subdivided in thirty w¥ (the original 
meaning of us is very significant, simply “length”), the length of the 
main circle of the sky was divided into 12 x 30 = 360 parts. This is the 
origin of our “degrees.” 

It takes little imagination to realize that we associate a day’s twelve 
danna with the division of the horoscope into the twelve houses. In addi- 
tion, following the time-honored equivalence of a day with a year, we 
have the 12-way partition of the ©’s annual journey through the Zodiac 
into the signs. 

Source: Otto E. Neugebauer, “Some Fundamental Concepts in An- 
cient Astronomy” in Studies in the History of Science. 13-29. University 
of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 1941. 


Marjorie Downs writes: 
Considerations, Volume XVI Number 2, May-June 2001, shows a chart 
for Robert Burton on page 90. The pertinent configurations given above 
the chart contain an error. It should show a conjunction of the Sun and 
Mercury, and this is semi-sextile to the Pluto-Venus conjunction, all in 
the 12th house. This would have been easier for your proofreader to no- 
tice had the chart shown the intercepted signs on the wheel. 
—Columbia, South Carolina 


Well spotted, Marjorie. You are correct. Had we a proofreader, I'd fire him/her. 
As it is, the blame was entirely mine — Editor 


Robert Feik writes: 

I enjoyed greatly the article by Patrice Guinard in the May 2001 issue of 
Considerations. His differentiation between material, mental and psychic 
domains, and their respective languages, was illuminating. I agree en- 
tirely that the model of reality created by materialistic science has noth- 
ing to say about the other two domains. As I see it, this follows directly 
from two major limitations. 

Firstly, the prevailing materialistic model is entirely devoid of subjec- 
tive qualities. Answers to questions such as does it taste bitter, smell 
sweet, sound pleasant, look blue, feel soft? are nowhere to be found. This 
has been clearly pointed out by, for example, the Nobel physicist Erwin 
Schrédinger. Instead, quantity takes the place of quality, so that bigger is 
better in a “dis-qualified” universe. In particular, the model has nothing 
to say about the inner life. Hence, values, relationship, love etc. have no 
place in its vocabulary. Secondly, it relies exclusively on data from the 
physical senses and their instrumental extensions. In other words, there is 
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no place in the model for extra-sensory data and hence for mind or psy- 
che, as distinct from matter. 

Nevertheless, the scientific model, used within its domain, has many 
successes to its credit. In particular, it has provided us with a precise 
knowledge of the position and motion of the planets. In that sense it is 
essential to modern astrology. 

Patrice Guinard points out that the “astrological language... symbol- 
ize(s) the language of the psyche”. It does so using the position and mo- 
tion of the planets as symbols. An astrologer interprets the symbols with 
reference to the actual physical location and movement of the planets. 
This being the case, then we can hardly avoid seeing a connection be- 
tween the material domain (planets) and the psychic domain (astrology). 

While “Astrology cannot be defined in any domain but its own”, we 
can nevertheless think in terms of psyche as a more inclusive domain that 
embraces a less inclusive mental domain, which in turn includes the 
physical domain. Such a nested hierarchy follows the approach described 
by Ken Wilber and others. Having differentiated between the domains, 
we must take care not to dissociate them. A major challenge, I believe, is 
to re-integrate the domains in a more significant whole. 

It seems to me that an important question for astrology in the modern 
Western world is: Excluding a mechanistic explanation, what is the na- 
ture of the connection between matter (planets) and psyche (astrology)? 
In my article on the Horse Dream I took a tentative step towards explor- 
ing this. Jung’s famous astrological experiment was carried out in a simi- 
lar context. 

The question posed above avoids the assumptions of the materialist 
position, since it explicitly recognizes the autonomy of the psychic do- 
main and excludes a mechanistic explanation. Nevertheless, following 
Jung, we need not be hesitant to use statistical or scientific techniques, if 
appropriate to the investigation, while at the same time recognizing that 
the materialist position itself has nothing to say on the question. Workers 
in parapsychology have provided an example of how to do this without 
compromising the integrity of the more inclusive domain. 

—Melbourne, Australia 


Axel Harvey writes: 
The Harvard list of named asteroids was last updated on 5 June 2001. It 
now contains 8540 items, or 23.7 asteroids per degree of the Zodiac. If 
the named asteroids were evenly spaced, there would be slightly more 
than one in every 2' 32". The mythological dictionary has long since been 
exhausted and the book of baby names can't hold out for much longer. 
Fortunately, there are plenty of acronyms. 

We already have (3568) ASCII, (9996) ANS, (9965) GNU, (9998) 
ISO, and the disconcerting (2857) NOT, among others. 

—Montreal, Canada 


96 


Considerations XVI: 3 


Who ? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a pro- 
fessional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Olivia Barclay, the author of Horary Astrology Rediscovered, may be the per- 
son responsible for the current reawakened concern throughout the astrological 
world with traditional and classical astrology. Olivia was the principle of the 
Qualifying Horary Diploma course, which she directed from her home in Eng- 
land. She died in April, 2001. 


Leda Blumberg is a freelance writer who has been fascinated with astrology for 
over 25 years. She lives on a farm in New York State where she trains horses, 
writes children's books and reads as many astrology books as possible. 


Greg Bogart is the author of Astrology and Spiritual Awakening, and 
Therapeutic Astrology: Using the Birth Chart in Psychotherapy and Spiritual 
Counseling. Info available at: www.jps.net/gbogart/dawnmtn.html. Greg 
teaches psychology at John F. Kennedy University and has been an astrological 
counselor since 1981. 


Stephanie Forest is a teacher of Sufism in Western Massachusetts. She offers 
what she calls "Sufi/Astrology" as well as "Integration/Healing" sessions. She 

may be reached by email at aquaforest@aol.com — mention "astrology" in the 
subject line, 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his thoughtful 
writings visit the C.U.R.A. web site at http://cura.free.fr/cura-en.html . 


Carlota Machado Mendes is a very recent graduate of the Qualifying Ho- 
rary Diploma course with Olivia Barclay. She lives in Cascais, Portugal. 


Bill Meridian designed the AstroAnalyst and Financial Trader financial astrol- 
ogy software programs. His best-selling book Planetary Stock Trading is now 
available in its extensively revised second edition. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer Doug Smith, a former professor at York 
University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, On- 
tario. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 


writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He currently lives in Cape Town. 
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